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List of Acronym and Abbreviations

AF
AFRP
AMF

AT
BAWSCA
CALFED
CBDA
CCSF
CDEC
CDRR
cfs
CRRF
CSPA
CWT
CVvP

CY
CDFG
DWR
ESA
ESU
FERC

FL

FOT or FOTT
FSA
FWS
HORB
HRI

IEP

IFIM

acre-feet, a measure of water volume
Anadromous Fish Restoration Program (part of USFWS)
Adaptive Management Forum

air temperature

Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency
now known as California Bay-Delta Authority
California Bay-Delta Authority

City and County of San Francisco

California Data Exchange Center

combined differential recovery rate

cubic feet per second, a measure of flow rate
California Rivers Restoration Fund

California Sportfishing Protection Alliance

coded wire tag

Central Valley Project

cubic yard

California Department of Fish and Game
Department of Water Resources

Endangered Species Act

evolutionarily significant unit

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

fork length

Friends of the Tuolumne

Don Pedro Project 1995 FERC Settlement Agreement
see USFWS

Head of Old River Barrier

harvest rate index

Interagency Ecological Program

Instream flow incremental methodology
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1 — Introduction

This is the ninth annual report to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) as
required by Order Items (F) and (G) of the 31JUL96 FERC Order on Project License 2299 and
by Section 15 of the 1995 Don Pedro Project FERC Settlement Agreement (FSA).

This report covers the 2004 calendar year and contains:
(1) A summary of 2004 FSA activities
(2) Monitoring and other reports.

The License 2299 Article 58 reporting requirement calls for a summary report to be filed by
01APR2005. A separate 2005 Summary Report has been prepared in addition to this 2004
annual report.

2 - Tuolumne River Technical Advisory Committee (TRTAC)

The TRTAC is a key element in implementing the 1996 FERC Order and the FSA. The TRTAC
is responsible for coordinating monitoring activities and non-flow measures and developing
adaptive management strategies. The TRTAC also provides input into flow schedule decisions
by the Districts, CDFG, and USFWS.

Quarterly TRTAC meetings were held in 2004: 11MAR, 10JUN, 16SEP, and 15DEC. Several
TRTAC subgroup meetings and conference calls were also held.

3 - Program Goals And Comparative Population Goals

FSA Section 8, the Strategy for Salmon Recovery, sets forth the Tuolumne River Chinook
Salmon Program goals as (1) increase naturally occurring salmon populations; (2) protect any
remaining genetic distinction; and (3) increase salmon habitat in the Tuolumne River. The
program is to employ flow and non-flow measures and an adaptive management strategy.

Relating to FSA Section 8 Program Goal 1, FSA Section 9 recognized that many factors
affecting the Tuolumne salmon population are beyond the control of the FSA participants. Thus
the FSA established narrative comparative population goals: (1) Improvements in smolt survival
and successful escapement in the Tuolumne River; (2) increase in naturally reproducing chinook
salmon in this subbasin; (3) barring events outside the control of the participants to the
settlement, by 2005 the salmon population should be at levels where there is some resiliency so
that some of the management measures described herein may be tested, on an experimental
basis.

The 2005 Summary Report provides more information on the status of implementing the FSA
strategy and meeting the FSA goals. Detailed background in this annual report is provided in
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summary updates in Reports 2004-2 and 8, and in other sections of this report, to further gauge
progress.

3.1 - Salmon Population

The preliminary 2004 Tuolumne fall-run chinook population estimate (modified Peterson) is
about 1,900 salmon (CDFG Schaefer estimate is about 1,700), a decrease from the 3,000 (CDFG
Schaefer) estimated for the 2003 run (CDFG Jolly-Seber estimate was 2,200) (see Reports 2004-
1 and 2). The 2004 run is estimated to have age classes of 2-5 years old, which are progeny from
the 1999-2002 runs that mostly outmigrated as juveniles in the winter/spring of 2000-2003. The
estimated contribution by age-class based on length frequencies is 41% 2-year old, 43% 3-year
old, 15% 4-year old, and 2% 5-year old. An estimated 59% of the run were females. About 18%
of the 2004 run had an adipose fin clip, indicating they were likely hatchery salmon with a
coded-wire tag (CWT) — down from 21% in the 2003 run. Initial run estimates for the Stanislaus
(4,400 at weir) and Merced Rivers (4,000 river and 1,000 hatchery), result in a combined 3-river
total of about 11,300, as compared to about 10,800 in 2003.

Production is the total of harvest plus escapement for a given brood year (cohort). This is
obtained by summing up for several years (e.g. from 2-5 years following a given fall run for the
Tuolumne) the annual numbers from a single cohort. That is, the estimated harvest by cohort,
plus the estimated run component by cohort. The harvest component of the Tuolumne can be
approximated using the overall Central Valley Harvest Rate index. The run component also can
be approximated, generally based on size distribution, which typically overlaps by age class and
can vary from year to year due to factors such as ocean conditions or hatchery production. The
length of known-age salmon, typically tagged salmon of hatchery origin, can be used to assist in
the assignment of age classes from the carcass length data. The Districts still must obtain such
information from DFG for use in refining age class distribution of the runs and hence, cohort
production estimates. Although production estimates are inherently imprecise, they can be
useful for identifying general trends and overall cohort-specific survival.

Hatchery fish can complicate or prevent the accurate development of natural production
estimates in several ways. This is further compromised by the release of unmarked hatchery
production to the Merced River by CDFG in some years. Most of the known hatchery-origin
salmon in Tuolumne salmon runs are typically CWT Merced River hatchery fish used in basin
smolt survival studies (Report 2004-2). Returns of prior CWT releases made through 2002 in
the Tuolumne can be expected through 2006.

3.2 - Outside Factors

The FSA (Section 10) recognized there are many factors outside the control of the Districts and
even outside the Tuolumne River that affect the Chinook salmon population, including juvenile
mortality associated with south Delta water export operations and ocean salmon harvest. Many
other outside factors, such as ocean conditions and San Joaquin River water quality, including
periods of low dissolved oxygen levels near Stockton, can also affect salmon populations. Some
of these outside factors are discussed in this section with further details contained in the 2005
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Summary Report.

3.2.1 - Ocean Harvest

Preliminary 2004 ocean harvest and Central Valley escapement (spawning run) data are
available from the Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC 2005). The PFMC reported a
higher 2004 ocean catch of 536,700 Chinook salmon landed south of Pt. Arena as compared to
308,700 in 2003. The estimated 2004 Central Valley total “adult” escapement (including
hatchery) of 334,300 salmon was much lower than the 587,100 salmon estimated for 2003.

The total Central Valley Index Abundance, comprising the sum of catch and adult (age 3+)
escapement, were about the same in 2003 (895,800) and 2004 (871,000). The difference
between the two years is that much more of the total was harvested in 2004 than in 2003. The
2004 catch and escapement values resulted in an estimated Central Valley “Harvest Rate Index”
(HRI) of 62% in 2004, much higher than the 34% of 2002. The HRI had been lower in the six
prior years (range of 26-52%). The portion of total California Chinook landings made south of
Pt. Arena was up from 53% in 2003 to 74% in 2004. River-specific ocean harvest data are not
available for this mixed-stock fishery.

3.2.2 - Salmon Salvage and Losses at Delta Water Export Pumps

Natural/unmarked salmon salvage and losses for JAN-JUN at the State (SWP) and Federal
(CVP) Delta water export facilities were similar overall in 2003 and 2004. Combined facility
estimates for JAN-JUN2004 were about 29,000 salmon salvaged and about 45,000 in losses.
Monthly average density (number/1000 AF) was highest for March at the CVP and for APR at
the SWP. The reported numbers do not include associated indirect losses within the Delta and
the salvage and loss estimates for fry (mostly in JAN-MAR) are probably low due to reduced
screening efficiency. It is not certain how many of these salmon were from the San Joaquin
basin as there is presently no method to ascertain specific origins. However, comparison of
salmon size and timing with tributary and mainstem seine, screw trap, and trawl catch data
clearly indicate the potential interception of many San Joaquin basin salmon at the facilities.

Salmon <70mm were evident at the facilities starting in late FEB, with fry <50mm reported
through the third week of MAR. Tuolumne flows increased in early MAR, which likely initiated
fry/juvenile migration to the San Joaquin River. There was an extended salvage period of larger
juveniles/smolts (70-110 mm) from early MAR through MAY, corresponding to the size of
salmon caught after early APR at Mossdale.

Salvage and loss data on weekly intervals from late FEB through MAY were again presented in
the 2004 VAMP Report (SJRGA 2005) to better identify patterns before, during, and after
implementation of salmon protective measures, e.g. the Head of Old River Barrier (HORB - a
rock barrier, with six culverts, installed on a temporary basis in the spring for improving survival
of migrating juvenile San Joaquin River salmon) and reduced exports in mid-APR to mid-MAY.
The highest salvage and losses mostly occurred during early to mid-MAR at a time when
combined SWP/CVP exports exceeded flow at flow at Vernalis by about 8,000 cfs.
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3.2.3 - SIRA/VAMP

CWT hatchery salmon releases to evaluate San Joaquin Delta smolt survival began in 1986.
Feather River Hatchery (Sacramento basin) salmon were used during 1989-98 and Merced River
Hatchery salmon have been used in 1986, 87, 89, and 1996-2004. A spring HORB has been
installed for varying periods in 1992, 94, 96, 97, and 2000-2004. Culverts have been placed in
the barrier since 1997 to pass limited flows into Old River for irrigation needs. Chipps Island
has been a CWT salmon recovery trawl location in all years and an additional trawl site has been
either at Jersey Point (1997-99) or Antioch (2000-2004).

The San Joaquin River Agreement (SJRA) and the Vernalis Adaptive Management Plan
(VAMP) are elements for meeting the objectives of the 1995 State Water Resources Control
Board (SWRCB) Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan over a 10-12 year period. 2004 was the
fifth year of formal compliance with SWRCB Decision 1641, revised in MAR2000. The
program includes a 31-day period, usually mid-APR to mid-MAY with an experimental
combination of salmon protective measures: HORB, specified San Joaquin River flows at
Vernalis, and reduced State and Federal delta exports. An additional Tuolumne River spring
pulse flow volume of up to 22,000 acre-feet (AF) from TID/MID, supplemental to the FERC
pulse allocation, can be required under the SJRA to help meet target flows at Vernalis. More
spring pulse flow may also be added to the Tuolumne River through a water sharing arrangement
with other parties to the SIRA.

As reported by the San Joaquin River Group Authority (2005), a HORB with 6 operable culverts
was again installed in 2004. During the 15APR-15MAY period, the target flow at Vernalis was
3,200 cfs and the combined export target was 1,500 cfs during that 1-month period — same as in
2002 and 2003. Variable operation of the HORB culverts occurred during the period to meet
downstream water needs in 2004. About 65,590 AF of total SJRA supplemental water were
released for the VAMP pulse flow period, including 11,151 AF in the Tuolumne River.

“Absolute survival” indices for Mossdale and Durham Ferry releases to Jersey Point (recovered
at Antioch and Chipps Island) were all very low again in 2004 and ranged from 1- 4%. The
overall “combined differential recovery rate” (CDRR) of 2.6% was also very low. There is still
some speculation that high disease levels in the hatchery study fish, in combination with other
factors, may have contributed to low survival in 2003 and 2004, although that has not been
determined. The CDRR of 15.1-19.1% for 2001-2002, although higher than for 2003-2004 all
indicate low spring Delta survival for the brood year 2000-2003 salmon cohorts that will be
returning to the basin over the next few years.

The spring flow conditions anticipated for 2005 are expected to be much higher and it is likely
that the HORB will not be installed due to high flood management flows in excess of 5,000 cfs
in the San Joaquin River. At this time, plans are being considered to conduct the VAMP studies
starting May 2 without the HORB and to curtail exports to 1,500 cfs. These are factors that will
bear on the spring survival on brood year 2004.
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3.3 - ESA Actions

National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) first determined “threatened” status for
anadromous forms of rainbow trout (steelhead), Oncorhynchus mykiss, in the California Central
Valley ESU in 1998 (63 FR 13347). Some NOAA Fisheries actions in 2004 regarding listed
steelhead ESUs throughout the West Coast included:

e 03JUN: NOAA Fisheries publishes proposed hatchery listing policy
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/reference/frn/2004/69FR31354.pdf

e 14JUN: NOAA Fisheries published proposed rule on listing determinations
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/reference/frn/2004/69FR33102.pdf

e 15NOV: NOAA Fisheries published proposed revisions to 4(d) rules regarding take
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/reference/frn/2004/69FR65582.pdf

e 10DEC: NOAA Fisheries published proposed rule on critical habitat designations
http://swr.ucsd.edu/salmon/69_FR_71880.pdf

Several parties, including the Districts, in DEC2002, filed a lawsuit against the listing of
California Central Valley Oncorhynchus mykiss. The court ruling issued on 12MAY 2004 found
the listing to be flawed and determined that NOAA Fisheries had to reinstate a proper listing by
JUNZ2005 or the listing would be vacated. The Districts filed the court ruling with FERC on 20
MAY2004. That filing also included a 2004 canal trout survey report, a recent CDFG Central
Valley trout genetic study report, and the 1995 USFWS Tuolumne River IFIM report.

On 22DEC2003, FERC issued an order deferring action on the NOAA Fisheries petition
requesting formal consultation regarding the Don Pedro Project, pending completion of the
ongoing informal consultation process (involving the TRTAC and other parties). The TRTAC
(or subgroup) continued work on O. mykiss monitoring aspects during the year. Report 2004-11
updates the O. mykiss data compilation first filed with FERC late in 2003. The update includes
trout captured in MAR-MAY2004 in a CDFG angling survey. Related 2004 correspondence in
addition to those identified above filed with FERC in 2004 included:

e 21JAN: The Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts submit the Temperature
Tolerences of Tuolumne River Fishes: A Critique of Declaration of Carl Mesick in
support of Conservations Groups' Brief Report under P-2299.

e 26FEB: The Fish & Wildlife Service informs FERC of several fish resource concerns

associated with Don Pedro Project license under P-2299.

23MAR: The Friends of the Tuolumne file a response objecting to the JAN filing

23APR: NOAA Fisheries filed a letter requesting studies and flows.

20MAY: Districts file reply to 26FEB FWS and 23APR NOAA letters.

30SEP: FWS files reply to Districts 20MAY letter.

150CT: Friends of the Tuolumne, Inc's comments regarding the Coarse Sediment

Management Plan for the Lower Tuolumne River under P-2299.

e 290CT: Turlock Irrigation District responds to Friends of the Tuolumne's letter dated
10/15/04 re the Course Sediment Management Plan prepared for the Tuolumne River
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Technical Advisory Committee etc under P-2299.
4 - Flow Schedules and Operations

Calendar year 2004 included minimum flow and pulse flow requirements of Article 37 spanning
the 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 “fish flow year” schedules, which are from about 15APR-14APR,
although some spring pulse flow begins as early as 12APR to coincide with timing of flow needs
at Vernalis on the San Joaquin River. Attachment A contains the FERC flow schedule
correspondence. The 2004-2005 “fish flow year” was the fourth consecutive year with an annual
Article 37 flow requirement of less than 300,923 AF; the final scheduled flow volume based on
license provisions was 128,970 AF.

The 2004 calendar year included part of the 2004 and 2005 “water years (WY)” which run from
OCT-SEP. WY2004 (OCT2003-SEP2004) Tuolumne River computed natural runoff volume of
1,315,572 AF was 70% of the WY 1897-2004 average, down from 86% in WY 2003. The April
1 San Joaquin Basin 60-20-20 Water Supply Index 50% Exceedence Forecast was 2.5424. Due
to a dry early spring, the index dropped to 2.404649 by the 20APR forecast update,
corresponding to 140,373 AF of annual fish flow volume initially, with 35,514 AF being
allocated to the spring pulse. The WY2004 San Joaquin Basin 60-20-20 Water Supply Index
continued to decrease during the season and ended up at 2.211624, based on the provisional data
through JUL2004. This change necessitated downward “true-up” adjustments to the flow
schedule. The daily average computed natural flow, actual La Grange flows, and FERC
minimum flow schedules for WY2004/2005 are graphed in Attachment A. Actual flows at
other basin locations, Don Pedro Reservoir storage, and snow and precipitation data are included
as well.

Base flow requirements were generally 150 cfs from 15APR through MAY, 80 cfs from JUN
through SEP, and 150 cfs from 01OCT on. Operational flows due to flood space requirements in
Don Pedro Reservoir were required due to the unusually warm late winter/early spring weather
that led to early snowmelt runoff prior to the spring pulse flow period. Increased flows of 500-
2800 cfs had to be released from 03MAR-11APR in the dry year to maintain flood conservation
space in the reservoir. The 12APR-16MAY spring pulse flow period had an additional 11,150
AF of water added due to implementation of the SIRA/VAMP. The fall pulse flow of 1,807 AF
was scheduled for 25-310CT, later than usual, to accommodate CDFG request to coordinate
with other basin flows.

5 - Monitoring Information

FERC License 2299 Article 58 and FSA Section 13 list several monitoring elements. Article 58
specifies that the monitoring frequencies and methods shall be agreeable to the Districts and
consulted agencies. Section 13 provided the TRTAC with authorization to modify the
monitoring program within the total Section 13 funding limit of $1,355,000. This funding
allocation total was reached in 2004.
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5.1 — Salmon Spawning Escapement

The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) conducts the spawning surveys under
FSA Section 13a. This year assistance from the Districts was again provided to conduct the
surveys. The CDFG reports for the 2003 and 2004 spawning runs are in Report 2004-1 - the
long-term update based on currently available data is in Report 2004-2.

5.2 - Quality and Condition of Spawning Habitat
Consultant reports on the Coarse Sediment Management Plan and the Tuolumne River Floodway

Restoration (Design Manual) are in Reports 2004-12 and 13. CDFG provided a 2-page data
summary of their 1998-1999 redd count comparison study in OCT2004.

5.3 - Relative Salmon Fry Density/Female Spawners

Tuolumne River peak salmon fry density from seining in 2004 was similar in timing (early FEB)
to 1998-2003, but was relatively low (Report 2004-3). Fry density was typical for the number of
female spawners.

5.4 — Salmon Fry Distribution and Survival

Sustained low flows in JAN-FEB resulted in little early movement of salmon fry (<50 mm) but
fry density in the middle section peaked in mid-MAR after flood management flows began to be
released (Report 2004-3). Screw trap sampling at Grayson Ranch in 2004 was limited to the
APR-JUN period, when fry are not as abundant. CDFG reports for 1998, 2002, and 2003 screw
trap sampling were provided in 2004.

5.5 - Juvenile Salmon Distribution and Temperature Relationships

Seine sampling monitored the winter/spring distribution of juvenile salmon (>50 mm) and other
fishes in the Tuolumne River (Report 2004-3). Peak juvenile density was in late MAR at a time
and amount similar to 2003.

SP Cramer conducted most of the rotary screw trap monitoring at Grayson Ranch for APR-MAY
in 2004 and the results are in Report 2004-5. A total of 509 wild salmon were caught — 83%
were in the 70-89 mm fork length range and 93% were classified as obvious smolts. The two
peak daily catches were in early and late April associated with flow decreases - only one salmon
was caught after 16MAY. About 16,000 hatchery salmon were used in 8 efficiency tests at
Modesto flows of about 300-1,700 cfs and capture rates from the 7 tests considered to be
unbiased were from 2.4-8.9%. Estimated passage during the sampling period was about 13,000
wild salmon.

Snorkel surveys in JUN found about 491 Chinook salmon and 91 rainbow trout. A comparable
SEP snorkel survey recorded no Chinook salmon and 40 rainbow trout. This followed a
supplemental AUG snorkel survey that recorded 80 Chinook salmon and 76 rainbow trout
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(Report 2004-3).

The thermograph data for the Tuolumne and San Joaquin Rivers, along with other monitoring
data are posted at http://www.sanjoaquinbasin.com/. Figures for 2004-2005 daily average
thermograph data are also in Attachment A.

5.6 — Salmon Smolt Survival

There were no CWT smolt survival releases made in the Tuolumne River in 2004, but ocean and
adult returns from earlier releases made through 2002 will continue coming in through about
2006. Report 2004-7 finalizes the detailed review of Mossdale and other data through 2002 and
Report 2004-8 updates the CWT recovery information and survival estimates.

5.7 — Project-related Monitoring

This monitoring in 2004 included electro-fishing for the SRP 9/10 project sites that had to be
aborted due to the presence of adult salmon. Habitat mapping is contained in the 2005 Summary
Report and its GIS appendix.

5.8 - Other Monitoring Information

Agquatic invertebrate monitoring continued by the Districts in July 2004, using the sites and
methods employed in 2003. There were 3 Hess samples each taken at Riffles 4A and 23C and
composite kick net samples taken in Riffles A4, 4A, 23C, 33, 57, 72. No decision has been made
on when to analyze these samples. This effort is supplemental to the FSA monitoring program
and a summary is in Report 2004-9.

A report on a water quality study in the upper reach is in Report 2004-10.

6 - Non-Flow Measure Activities In 2004

Primary work on non-flow measures in 2004 was related to pre-construction activities such as
permitting, environmental review, design, and appraisal.

7 - Anticipated Non-Flow Measure Activities In 2005
There are 5 projects that have been developed such that field activities may proceed in 2005:
= Gravel Mining Reach Phase Il (Ruddy segment)
= Gravel Addition
= River Mile 43
= Gravel Cleaning
= Gasburg Creek basin

Design and other pre-construction work may continue on the SRP 10 and Gravel Mining Reach
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Phase 111 projects in 2005.
8 - Other FERC Settlement Agreement Activities
8.1 - Section 11 - Flood Management

Flood management releases were made in 2004 to maintain flood reservation space in Don Pedro
Reservoir from early MAR to the start of the spring pulse flow period (see flow graphs and Don
Pedro Reservoir storage graph in Attachment A).

8.2 - Section 19 — Riparian Habitat and Recreation

The East Stanislaus Resource Conservation District (ESRCD) continued as the public agency
funded with the $500,000 from CCSF pursuant to FSA Section 19. The ESRCD receives
assistance from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). An unallocated balance
of about $150,000 remained at the end of 2004.

8.3 - Section 20 — CDFG Staff Position

The CDFG Tuolumne River fishery biologist position funded under FSA Section 20 continued to
be staffed by Dennis Blakeman working out of their La Grange office.

9 - Program Expenses Through 2004

Overall funding obligations of FSA costs shared by the Districts and City and County of San
Francisco are up to $1,000,000 for non-flow options (Section 12) and $1,355,000 for monitoring
(Section 13). The Section 13 allocation was reached in 2004 and the Section 12 allocation had
about $24,000 remaining at the end of 2004. Assistance was again provided to DFG in 2004 in
conducting the fall spawning survey.

10 - References
Pacific Fishery Management Council. 2004. Review of 2004 Ocean Salmon Fisheries and
Preseason Report 1: stock abundance analysis for 2005 ocean salmon fisheries. Portland,

Oregon

San Joaquin River Group Authority. 2005. 2004 Annual Technical Report. Prepared for
California State Water Resources Control Board in Compliance with D-1641.
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ATTACHMENT -A-

Water, Flow Schedule, Water Temperature, and Correspondence

e Graphs of flows, FERC flow schedule, and reservoir data

>

>

Annual computed natural flow volume at La Grange

2004/2005 Water Years daily average computed natural flow, actual flow, and
FERC flow schedule at La Grange

2004/2005 Water Years actual flow: Tuolumne at Modesto, Stanislaus at
Ripon, Merced and San Joaquin at Stevinson, and San Joaquin at Vernalis
2004/2005 Water Years Don Pedro Reservoir storage

2004 San Joaquin basin 60-20-20 index and corresponding FERC volume
2004/2005 Precipitation Years (SEP-AUG) watershed precipitation index and

snow sensor water content index as percent of average

e Daily average water and air temperature graphs for OCT2003-NOV2004

¢ Flow schedule correspondence

>

>

Y

O5APR - Initial fish flow year schedule

29APR - Review of Fall 2003 pulse flow and 45-day period
05MAY - Updated fish flow year volume and schedule revision
10JUN --Updated fish flow year volume and schedule revision
02SEP - Updated fish flow year volume and schedule revision

220CT - Final flow schedule

2004 FERC Report - Lower Tuolumne River March 2005
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Daily average water temperature - Tuolumne River
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Daily average water temperature - Tuolumne River
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Modesto Air Temperature (Modesto Irrigation District)
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Modesto Air Temperature (Modesto Irrigation District)
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State of California — The Resources Agency ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND CAME
http://www.dfg.ca.gov

San Joaquin Valley and Southern Sierra Region
1234 East Shaw Avenue

Fresno, California 93710

(559) 243-4005

April 5, 2004

Mr. Robert Nees

Assistant General Manager

Water Resources and Regulatory Affairs
Post Office Box 949

Turlock, California 95381

Tuolumne River 2004-2005 FERC Article 37 Flow Schedule

Dear Mr. Nees:

Pursuant to FERC License No. 2299, Article 37, the Department of Fish and Game
(Department) provides the attached flow schedule for the Tuolumne River based on the
2.7202 index which Mr. Tim Ford (Turlock Irrigation District biologist) provided to Mr. Dean
Marston of my staff via e-mail on March 25, 2004.

If actual run-off is different than that which is currently forecast (e.g., result in either a
higher or lower index), the Department anticipates that you will advise them of such so that
we may provide you with an updated flow schedule. The Department advises you at this
time that if the flow allocation index increases, the increased flow allocation should be
applied to increasing fall/winter base flows and increased fall pulse flows to improve habitat
quantity and quality for fall-run Chinook salmon, consistent with the FERC License No. 2299
licensing fish water management protective measures. The Department does not support,
at this time, using additional water, created by an upward change in the forecast fish water
allocation index, for enhanced summer flows to improve rainbow trout habitat quantity and/or
quality. Should the District’s (i.e., Turlock Irrigation District, Modesto Irrigation District and/or
City and County of San Francisco) desire to improve summer rearing habitat for rainbow
trout, they may release additional water over and above that required for minimum flows per
FERC No. 22991 license requirements.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Dean Marston, Senior Biologist
Supervisor (Marine/Fisheries) at (559) 243-4014, extension 241.
71
Yours sincerely, e

/
/

YR FERE Y
/ s ff)(@ffc»«e(c»vm% &

W. E. Loudermilk
Regional Manager

Attachment

cc: See page two.

Conserving California’s ’I/Vi[c{[ife Stnce 1870



Mr. Robert Nees
April 7, 2004
Page Two

CC:

Mr. Dean Marston
DFG, SJVSSR

Mr. Dale Mitchell
DFG, SJVSSR

Ms. Pat Brantley
DFG, SJVSSR

Mr. Tim Heyne
DFG, SJVSSR

Mr. Tim Ford
Turlock Irrigation District

Mr. Wes Manier
Turlock Irrigation District

Mr. Jeff McLain
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Ms. Madelyn Martinez
NOAA Fisheries

Lt. Phil McKay
DFG, SJVSSR

Mr. Jim White
DFG

Mr. Doug Ridgway
DFG, SJVSSR

Mr. Dennis Blakeman
DFG, SJVSSR
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Dean Marston - Re: Tuolumne River Flow Schedule Page 1 |

From: "Tim Ford" <tff@tid.org>

To: <dmarston@dfg.ca.gov>, <FWM@tid.org>, <WBF@tid.org>
Date: 3/25/04 6:45PM

Subject: Re: Tuolumne River Flow Schedule

Below are my figures derived from this week's APR-JUL forecast update - still going down. | think the
01APR 50% index could slip below the 2.7202 index threshold. If so, then both the 50% and 90% would
result in similar FERC spring pulse flows averaging about 700 cfs. Let me know if you have any
questions.

Tim

CcC: <tff@tid.org>
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" Don Pedro Dam and
Powerhouse

TURLOCK iRRIGATION DISTRICT
333 EAST CANAL DRIVE

POST OFFICE BOX 948

TURLOCK, CALIFORNIA 95381

(209) 883-8300

Thursday, April 29, 2004

Mr. William Loudermilk Mr. Dale Pierce

Regional Manager, SJVSS Region Assistant Field Supervisor

California Dept. of Fish and Game United States Fish and Wildlife Service
1234 E. Shaw Ave. 2800 Cottage Way, W-2605

Fresno, CA 93710 Sacramento, CA 95825

Subject: Tuolumne River Fall 2003 Pulse Flow and Article 45-Day Period
Dear Sirs:

The following is a summary of the fall 2003 pulse flow for the Tuolumne River for the period 16
October 2003 through 20 October 2003. Provisional flow data from the USGS gage at La
Grange shows that the fall pulse flow provided 1,736 acre-feet during that timeframe.

The Article 38 45-Day Period began October 17, 2003 and ended November 30, 2003. There
was prior agreement by all parties to delay the start of the fall pulse flow in 2003 with the
understanding there would be an overlap of four days into the 45-Day Period. In accordance
with Article 38, any reduction in river height between the end of the 45-day period and March 31
shall not exceed four inches below the average height established during the 45 days. Using
Provisional daily flow data from the USGS gage at La Grange for the pulse flow period, we have
calculated the average flow was 273 cfs, which corresponds to a river height of 169.8 feet at
the Old La Grange Bridge based on the USGS 1996 rating table. The flow during the period 1
December 2003 to 31 March 2004 never went below 154 cfs represented by a gage elevation
of 169.51 feet. A table of daily USGS recorded flows for the Article 38 45-Day Period is
attached (ATTACHMENT 1) as well as the final 2002-2003 Fish Flow Year Schedule
(ATTACHMENT 2).

SN

obert M. Nees
Assistant General Manager
Water Resources and Regulatory Affairs

erely,

cc: Larry Weis Allen Short, MID
Randy Baysinger William Madden, Winston and Strawn
Wes Monier TRTAC e-mail list

John Schnagl, FERC

JID



4/29/2004 Attachment 1 (FWM)

TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT

October 17 - November 30, 2003 Average Flow
In Tuolumne River at La Grange

ACTUAL FLOWS (Preliminary USGS Numbers)

DATE FLOW CFS DATE FLOW CFS
16-Oct 464
17-Oct 469 08-Nov 228
18-Oct 473 09-Nov 229
19-Oct 474 10-Nov 229
20-Oct 467 11-Nov 228
21-Oct 376 12-Nov 225
22-Oct 373 . 13-Nov 228
23-Oct 375 14-Nov 226
24-Oct 377 15-Nov 225
25-Oct 377 16-Nov 223
26-Oct 278 17-Nov 220
27-Oct 276 18-Nov 227
28-Oct 281 19-Nov 226
29-Oct 282 20-Nov 228
30-Oct 279 21-Nov 227
31-Oct 232 22-Nov 232
01-Nov 234 23-Nov 224
02-Nov 246 24-Nov 225
03-Nov 247 : 25-Nov 220
04-Nov 242 26-Nov 220
05-Nov 243 27-Nov 220
06-Nov 243 28-Nov 242
07-Nov 254 29-Nov 229
30-Nov 228
TOTAL RELEASE= 12,307
45 day average = 273.5 cfs= 169.84 ft elevation *
Less 4 inches -0.33
Minimum Flow = 153.6 CFS= 169.51 ft elevation *

*

From U.S.G.S. table 22
October 16-20 Pulse Flow Period
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4/29/2004 TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT (FWM)
Attachment 2
Tuolumne River Flow Schedule
30SEP2003 Final
SCHEDULE FOR 2003 - 2004 Fish Flow Year
BASE FLOW PULSE FLOW ADDITIONAL FLOW TOTAL FERC FLOW|
DATE Number of ACCUM. ACCUM. ACCUM. ACCUM.
From _ l To: DAYS CFS AF AF. CFS AF AF. CFS AF AF. CFS AF.
12-Apr-2003F  12-Apr-2003 150 298 275 545 545 0 0 0 425 545
13-Apr-2003 150 208 550 1,091 1,636 0 0 0 700 1,636
\| 3 14-Apr-2003 150 298 856 1,699 3,335 0 0 0 1,006 3,335
15-Apr-2003 15-Apr-2003 1 150 298 298 856 1,699 5,034 0 0 0 1,006 5332
16-Apr-2003 16-Apr-2003 1 150 298 595 856 1,699 6,733 0 0 0 1,006 7,328
17-Apr-2003 17-Apr-2003 1 150 298 893 856 1,699 8,432 0 0 0 1,006 9,324
18-Apr-2003 18-Apr-2003 1 150 298 1,190 856 1,699 10,130 0 0 0 1,006 11,321
19-Apr-2003 19-Apr-2003 1 150 298 1,488 856 1,699 11,829 0 0 0 1,006 13,317
20-Apr-2003 20-Apr-2003 | 150 298 1,785 856 1,699 13,528 0 0 0 1,006 15,313
21-Apr-2003 21-Apr-2003 1 150 298 2,083 856 1,699 15,227 0 0 0 1,006 17,310
22-Apr-2003 22-Apr-2003 1 150 298 2,380 856 1,699 16,926 0 0 0 1,006 19,306
23-Apr-2003 23-Apr-2003 1 150 298 2,678 630 1,250 18,175 0 0 0 780 20,853
24-Apr-2003 24-Apr-2003 1 150 298 2,975 430 853 19,028 0 0 0 580 22,003
25-Apr-2003 25-Apr-2003 1 150 298 3,273 280 555 19,584 0 0 0 430 22,856
26-Apr-2003 26-Apr-2003 1 150 298 3,570 280 555 20,139 0 0 0 430 23,709
27-Apr-2003 27-Apr-2003 1 150 298 3,868 280 555 20,694 0 0 0 430 24,562
28-Apr-2003 28-Apr-2003 1 150 298 4,165 280 555 21,250 0 0 0 430 25,415
29-Apr-2003 29-Apr-2003 1 150 298 4,463 280 555 21,805 0 0 0 430 26,268
30-Apr-2003 30-Apr-2003 1 150 298 4,760 280 555 22,360 0 0 0 430 27,121
1-May-2003 1-May-2003 1 150 298 5,058 280 555 22,916 0 0 0 430 27,974
2-May-2003 2-May-2003 1 150 298 5,355 280 555 23,471 0 0 0 430 28,827
3-May-2003 3-May-2003 1 150 298 5,653 280 555 24,027 0 0 0 430 29,679
4-May-2003 4-May-2003 1 150 298 5,950 280 555 24,582 0 0 0 430 30,532
5-May-2003 5-May-2003 1 150 298 6,248 280 555 25,137 0 0 0 430 31,385
6-May-2003 6-May-2003 | 150 298 6,545 420 833 25,970 0 0 0 570 32,516
7-May-2003 7-May-2003 | 150 298 6,843 420 833 26,803 0 0 0 570 33,646
8-May-2003 8-May-2003 1 150 298 7,140 420 833 27,637 0 0 0 570 34,777
9-May-2003 9-May-2003 | 150 298 7,438 420 833 28,470 0 0 0 570 35,908
10-May-2003 10-May-2003 1 150 298 7,736 420 833 29,303 0 0 0 570 37,038
11-May-2003 11-May-2003 | 150 298 8,033 420 833 30,136 0 0 0 570 38,169
12-May-2003 12-May-2003 | 150 298 8,331 380 754 30,889 0 0 0 530 39,220
13-May-2003 13-May-2003 | 150 298 8,628 250 496 31,385 0 0 0 400 40,013
14-May-2003 14-May-2003 1 150 298 8,926 250 496 31,881 0 0 0 400 40,807
5-May-2003 15-May-2003 1 150 298 9,223 175 347 32,228 0 0 0 325 41,451
16-May-2003 16-May-2003 1 150 298 9,521 125 248 32,476 0 0 0 275 41,997
7-May-2003, 17-May-2003 1 150 298 9,818 72 143 32,619 0 0 0 222 42,437
18-May-2003 19-May-2003 2 150 595 10,413 0 32,619 0 0 0 150 43,032
20-May-2003 20-May-2003 1 175 347 10,760 0 32,619 175 347 347 350 43,726
21-May-2003 28-May-2003 8 175 2,777 13,537 0 32,619 375 5,950 6,298 550 52,454
29-May-2003 29-May-2003 1 75 149 13,686 0 32,619 400 793 7,091 475 53,396
30-May-2003 30-May-2003; 1 75 149 13,835 0 32,619 225 446 7,537 300 53,991
31-May-2003 31-May-2003 1 75 149 13,983 0 32,619 175 347 7,884 250 54,487
1-Jun-2003 12-Jun-2003 12 75 1,785 15,769 0 32,619 175 4,165 12,050 250 60,437
13-Jun-2003 13-Jun-2003 1 75 149 15917 0 32,619 135 268 12,317 210 60,854
14-Jun-2003 24-Jun-2003 11 75 1,636 17,554 0 32,619 105 2,291 14,608 180 64,781
25-Jun-2003 29-Jun-2003 5 75 744 18,298 0 32,619 160 1,587 16,195 235 67,112
30-Jun-2003 2-Jul-2003 3 75 446 18,744 0 32,619 120 714 16,909 195 68,272
3-Jul-2003 6-Jul-2003 4 75 595 19,339 0 32,619 160 1,269 18,179 235 70,136
7-Jul-2003 8-Jul-2003 2 75 298 19,636 0 32,619 120 476 18,655 195 70,910
9-Jul-2003 31-Jul-2003 23 75 3,421 23,058 0 32,619 160 7,299 25,954 235 81,631
1-Aug-2003 16-Aug-2003 16 75 2,380 25,438 0 32,619 120 3,808 29,762 195 87,819
17-Aug-2003 19-Aug-2003 3 75 446 25,884 0 32,619 160 952 30,714 235 89,217
20-Aug-2003 23-Aug-2003 4 75 595 26,479 0 32,619 120 952 31,666 195 90,764
24-Aug-2003 25-Aug-2003 2 75 298 26,777 0 32,619 160 635 32,301 235 91,697
26-Aug-2003 28-Aug-2003 3 75 446 27,223 0 32,619 120 714 33,015 195 92,857
29-Aug-2003 5-Sep-2003 8 75 1,190 28,413 0 32,619 160 2,539 35,554 235 96,586
6-Sep-2003 11-Sep-2003 6 75 893 29,306 0 32,619 120 1,428 36,982 195 98,907
12-Sep-2003 14-Sep-2003 3 75 446 29,752 0 32,619 160 952 37,934 235 | 100,305
15-Sep-2003 19-Sep-2003 5 75 744 30,496 0 32,619 120 1,190 39,124 195 | 102,239
20-Sep-2003 24-Sep-2003 5 75 744 31,240 0 32,619 160 1,587 40,711 235§ 104,569
25-Sep-2003 30-Sep-2003 6 75 893 32,132 0 32,619 120 1,428 42,139 195 | 106,890
1-Oct-2003 15-Oct-2003 15 200 5,950 38,083 0 32,619 0 0 42,139 200 | 112,840
16-Oct-2003 20-Oct-2003 5 175 1,736 39,818 175 1,736 34,355 100 991 43,130 450 | 117,303
21-Oct-2003 25-Oct-2003 5 175 1,736 41,554 0 34,355 175 1,736 44,866 350 | 120,774
26-Oct-2003 30-Oct-2003 5 175 1,736 43,289 0 34,355 75 744 45,609 250 | 123,254
31-Oct-2003 30-Nov-2003 31 175 10,760 54,050 0 34,355 35 2,160 47,770 210 | 136,174
1-Dec-2003 31-Dec-2003 31 175 10,760 64,810 0 34,355 35 2,160 49,930 210 | 149,095
1-Jan-2004 31-Jan-2004 31 175 10,760 75,570 0 34,355 35 2,160 52,091 210 | 162,016
1-Feb-2004 29-Feb-2004 29 175 10,066 85,636 0 34,355 35 2,021 54,112 210 | 174,103
1-Mar-2004 31-Mar-2004 31 175 10,760 96,397 0 34,355 35 2,160 56,272 210 | 187,024
1-Apr-2004; 14-Apr-2004 14 175 4,860 | 101,256 0 34,355 35 976 57,248 210 | 192,859
No. of days 366 * (April 15 through April 14)
1 cfs day = 1.983471 acre-feet (af) 0.785953 90
Notes: 1. Based on 60-20-20 Index is 2,815,099 July 31, 1996 FERC Order Flow Interpolated as 192,859 AF fish flow year requirement. 70
2. The pulse flows are a target that represents a daily average. 192,859
2004
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Don Pedro Dam and
FPowerhouse
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TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT -3
333 EAST CANAL DRIVE :
POST OFFICE BOX 949
TURLOCK, CALIFORNIA 95381
(209)] 883-8300

May 5, 2004

Mr. Dean Marston . Ms. Deborah Giglio
California Dept. of Fish and Game U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1234 E. Shaw Ave. 2800 Cottage Way, W-2605
Fresno, CA 93710 Sacramento, CA 95825

RE: Tuolumne River 2004-2005 FERC Article 37 Flow Schedule

Dear Fishery Agency representatives:

The 1996 FERC Order, Amended Article 37, contained a Water Year Classification Index for
determining the volume of scheduled stream flows for each fish flow year. The classifications
were based on the San Joaquin Basin 60-20-20 Indices for water years 1906-1995. The order
stated, "60-20-20 index numbers used each year shall be updated to incorporate subsequent water
years pursuant to standard Water Resources Department procedures so as to maintain
approximately the same frequency distribution of water year types." The index is updated to
incorporate water years 1996 through 2003 (TABLE 1). While the frequency distribution
remains the same, some index numbers may change slightly with each annual update to maintain
the frequency distribution.

The DWR April 1, 2004 60-20-20 San Joaquin Basin Index 50% exceedence forecast of 2.5424
corresponded to 150,689 acre-feet (AF) of volume for the fish flow year, based on accepted
interpolation of the updated FERC Article 37 Flow Requirements table (TABLE 3). The 90%
exceedence forecast index was 2.2484, corresponding to 130,905 AF. These figures were
provided to the TRTAC via e-mail on April 8, along with a projection of a lower April 13 50%
exceedence forecast of 2.424786 based on the continued dry conditions, and corresponding
projections of 141,563 acre-feet in FERC volume. The April 20 DWR update did have a 50%
index reduced down to 2.404649, corresponding to 140,373 AF, and a 90% index of 2.1706,
corresponding to 126,588 AF. Attached is the initial Tuolumne River flow schedule for the
2004-2005 FERC fish flow year (TABLE 2). The schedule will be updated later to reflect
changes in the basin index and the total annual volume, as has been done in recent years.

Implementation of the spring pulse flow portion of the schedule began on April 13, 2003 as part
of basin-wide flow coordination within the Vernalis Adaptive Management Plan (VAMP)
process. The attached schedule reflects a spring pulse flow schedule in accordance with the
VAMP target flows at Vernalis beginning on April 15 and is subject to change. Extended multi-
day flow transition periods are planned for mid and late May flow reductions in the current
schedule.

/iD



Attachment 1 is the April 5 letter received from the Department of Fish and Game, based on
information prior to the April 1 forecast.

If you have any questions, please contact Wes Monier at 209-883-8321.

Assistant General Manager
Water Resources and Regulatery Affairs Administration

C: Larry Weis - TID
Allen Short - MID
Walt Ward - MID
Magalie Salas — FERC Secretary
George Taylor - FERC
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5/6/2004 TURLOCK {RRIGATION DISTRICT {(FWM)

TABLE 2
Tuolumne River Flow Schedule
19APR2004
SCHEDULE FOR 2004 - 2005 Fish Flow Year

BASE FLOW PULSE FLOW ADDITIONAL FLOW TOTAL FERC FLOW
DATE Number of ACCUM. ACCUM. ACCUM. ACCUM.
From: To: DAYS CFS AF AF. CFS AF AF. CFS AF AF. CFS AF.
12-Apr-2004 lZ—Aﬂ-_L:@M 1 210 ALLRES 0 0 0 0 0 210 0
13-Apr-2004 13-Apr-2004 1 210 417 490 972 972 0 0 0 700 972
i 14-Apr-2004 1 210 417 690 1,369 2,340 0 0 0 900 2,340
15-Apr-2004 15-Apr-2004 1 150 298 298 750 1,488 3,828 0 0 0 900 4,126
16-Apr-2004 16-Apr-2004 1 150 298 595 750 1,488 5,316 0 0 0 900 5911
17-Apr-2004 17-Apr-2004 1 150 298 893 750 1,488 6,803 0 0 0 900 7,696
18-Apr-2004 18-Apr-2004 1 150 298 1,190 750 1,488 8,291 0 0 0 900 9,481
19-Apr-2004 19-Apr-2004 1 150 298 1,488 750 1,488 9,779 0 0 0 900 11,266
20-Apr-2004 20-Apr-2004 1 150 298 1,785 750 1,488 11,266 0 0 0 900 13,051
21-Apr-2004 21-Apr-2004 1 150 298 2,083 750 1,488 12,754 0 0 0 900 14,836
22-Apr-2004 22-Apr-2004 1 150 298 2,380 700 1,388 14,142 0 0 0 850 16,522
23-Apr-2004 23-Apr-2004 1 150 298 2,678 750 1,488 15,630 0 0 0 900 18,307
24-Apr-2004 24-Apr-2004 1 150 298 2,975 500 992 16,621 0 0 0 650 19,597
25-Apr-2004 25-Apr-2004 1 150 298 3273 450 893 17,514 0 0 0 600 | 20,787
26-Apr-2004 26-Apr-2004 1 150 298 3,570 450 893 18,407 0 0 600 | 21,977
27-Apr-2004 27-Apr-2004 1 150 298 3,868 450 893 19,299 0 0 600 | 23,167
28-Apr-2004 28-Apr-2004 1 150 298 4,165 450 893 | 20,192 0 0 600 ) 24,357
29-Apr-2004 29-Apr-2004 1 150 298 4,463 450 893 | 21,084 0 0 600 | 25,547
30-Apr-2004 30-Apr-2004 1 150 298 4,760 450 893 | 21977 0 0 0 600 | 26,737
1-May-2004 1-May-2004 1 150 29! 5,058 450 893 | 22,869 0 0 0 600 | 27,927
2-May-2004 2-May-2004 1 150 29! 5,355 450 893 | 23,762 0 0 0 600 ] 29,117
3-May-2004 3-May-2004 1 150 29 5,653 450 893 | 24,655 0 0 0 600 | 30,307
4-May-2004 4-May-2004 1 150 298 5,950 450 893 | 25,547 0 0 0 600 | 31,498
5-May-2004 5-May-2004 1 150 298 6,248 450 893 | 26,440 0 0 0 600 | 32,688
6-May-2004 6-May-2004 1 150 298 6,545 450 8931 27,332 0 0 0 600} 33,878
7-May-2004 7-May-2004 1 150 298 6,843 450 893 | 28225 0 0 600 ] 35,068
8-May-2004 8-May-2004 1 150 298 7,140 450 893 ) 29,117 0 0 600 | 36,258
9-May-2004 9-May-2004 1 150 298 7,438 450 93 | 30,010 0 0 600 [ 37,448
10-May-2004| __10-May-2004 1 150 298 7,736 450 93 | 30,902 0 0 600 | 38,638
11-May-2004]  11-May-2004 1 150 298 8,033 450 93 | 31,795 0 0 0 600 | 39,828
12-May-2004] _12-May-2004 1 150 298 8,331 450 93 | 32,688 0 0 0 600 | 41,018
13-May-2004|  13-May-2004 1 150 298 8,628 450 893 | 33,580 0 0 0 600 | 42,208
14-May-2004]  14-May-2004 1 150 298 8,926 425 843 | 34,423 0 0 0 575§ 43,349
15-May-2004 15-May-2004 1 150 298 9,223 300 595 35,018 0 0 0 450 44,241
16-May-2004 16-May-2004 1 150 298 9,521 175 347 35,365 0 0 0 325 44,886
17-May-2004 17-May-2004 1 150 298 9,818 75 149 35,514 0 0 0 225 45,332
18-May-2004]  18-May-2004 1 150 298 10,116 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 45,630
19-May-2004|  19-May-2004 1 150 298 10,413 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 45,927
20-May-2004]  20-May-2004 1 150 298 10,711 0 355M 0 0 0 150 | 46,225
21-May-2004|  21-May-2004 1 150 298 11,008 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 46,522
22-May-2004 22-May-2004 1 150 298 11,306 0 35514 0 0 0 150 46,820
23-May-2004 23-May-2004 | 150 298 11,603 0 35,514 0 0 0 150 47,117
24-May-2004 24-May-2004 I 150 298 11,901 0 35,514 0 0 0 150 47,415
25-May-2004 25-May-2004 | 150 298 12,198 0 35,514 0 °0 0 150 47,712
26-May-2004 26-May-2004 | 150 298 12,496 0 35,514 0 0 0 150 48,010
27-May-2004 27-May-2004 | 150 298 12,793 0 35,514 0 0 0 150 48,307
28-May-2004]  28-May-2004 ! 150 298 13,091 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,605
29-May-2004]  29-May-2004 ! 150 298 13,388 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,902
30-May-2004|  30-May-2004 1 150 298 13,686 0§ 35514 0 0 0 150 { 49,200
31-May-2004]  31-May-2004 1 125 248 13,934 0 35514 0 0 0 125 | 49,448
1-Jun-2004 1-Jun-2004 1 100 198 14,132 0f 35514 0 0 0 100 | 49,646
2-Jun-2004 30-Jun-2004 29 75 4314 18,446 0 35,514 0 0 75 53,960
1-Jul-2004 31-Jul-2004 31 75 4,612 23,058 0 35,514 0 0 75 58,572
1-Aug-2004]  31-Aug-2004 31 75 4,612 | 27,669 0} 35514 0 0 75 | 63,183
1-Sep-2004 30-Sep-2004 30 75 4,463 32,132 0 35,514 0 0 0 75 67,646
1-Oct-2004 15-Oct-2004 15 150 4,463 | 36,595 0} 35514 0 0 0 150 | 72,109
16-Oct-2004 20-Oct-2004 5 150 1,488 | 38,083 0 0 35514 0 0 0 150 | 73,597
21-Oct-2004 25-Oct-2004 5 150 1,488 | 39,570 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 75,084
26-Oct-2004 31-Oct-2004 6 150 1,785 | 41,355 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 76,869
1-Nov-2004]  30-Nov-2004 30 150 8,926 | 50,281 0 35514 0 0 0 150 | 85,795
1-Dec-2004 31-Dec-2004. 31 150 9,223 | 59,504 0f 35514 0 0 0 150§ 95,018
1-Jan-2005 31-Jan-2005 31 150 9,223 68,727 0 35,514 0 0 0 150 | 104,241
1-Feb-2005 28-Feb-2005 28 150 8,331 77,058 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 112,572
1-Mar-2005 31-Mar-2005 31 150 9,223 | 86,281 0} 35514 0 0 0 150 | 121,795
1-Apr-2005 14-Apr-2005 14 150 4,165 90,446 0 35,514 0 0 0 150 | 125,960
No. of days 365 - (April 15 through April 14)
Available Interpolation= 14413 AF.
1 cfs day = 1.983471 acre-feet (af) Total = 140,373 AF.
Notes: 1. Based on 60-20-20 Index is 2,404,649 July 31, 1996 FERC Order Flow Interpolated as 140,373 AF fish flow year requirement.

2. The pulse flows are a target that represents a daily average.
3. Base flow amounts shown prior to April 15 are not included in this year’s total.

Fish Flow Sched 2004-2005.001.xls Page | of | TID Apr §
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Don Pedro Dam and
Powerhouse

TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT —
333 EAST CANAL DRIVE
POST OFFICE BOX 949
TURLOCK, CALIFORNIA 95381
(209) 883-8300

June 10, 2004

Mr. Dean Marston Ms. Deborah Giglio
California Dept. of Fish and Game U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1234 E. Shaw Ave. 2800 Cottage Way, W-2605
Fresno, CA 93710 Sacramento, CA 95825

RE: Don Pedro Project #2299 - Revised Tuolumne River 2004-2005 FERC Article 37 Flow
Schedule

Dear Fishery Agency Representatives:

The DWR June 1, 2004 60-20-20 San Joaquin Basin Index 50% exceedence forecast of 2.2216
corresponded to 129,562 acre-feet (AF) of volume for the fish flow year, based on accepted
interpolation of the updated FERC Article 37 Flow Requirements table (TABLE 1). These
figures were provided to the TRTAC via e-mail on June 4. Attached is the current Tuolumne
River flow schedule for the 2004-2005 FERC fish flow year (TABLE 2). The schedule reflects
allocation of the present interpolation volume over the remaining fish flow year from June 2,
2004 to April 14, 2005. The flow schedule is subject to change based on: (1) additional changes
in the annual volume that won’t be final until August and (2) such variations as may be agreed to
by the Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts, the California Department of Fish and Game,
and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, as specified in 1996 FERC Order, amending Article 37.

If you have any questions, please contact Wes Monier at 209-883-8321.

Robert M.
Assistant General Manager
Water Resources and Regulatory Affairs Administration

C: Larry Weis - TID
Allen Short - MID
Walt Ward - MID
Magalie Salas — FERC Secretary
George Taylor - FERC
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6/11/2004 TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT

TABLE 2
Tuolumne River Flow Schedule
10JUN2004
SCHEDULE FOR 2004 - 2005 Fish Flow Year

BASE FLOW PULSE FLOW ADDITIONAL FLOW TOTAL FERC FLOW
DATE Number of] ACCUM. ACCUM.| ACCUM. ACCUM.|
AF. CFS AF AF. CFS AF AF. CFS AF.
TR | 0 0 0 0 0 210 0
490 972 972 0 0 0 700 972
5 b 14-A 690 1,369 2,340 0 0 0 900 2,340
Thu-15-Apr-200 Thu-15-Apr-200: 298 51 488 3,828 0 90( 4,12
Fri-16-Apr-200 Fri-16-Apr~200 595 5 ,488 16 90 591
Sot - 17-Apr-200: Sai-17-Apr-200: S 893 5 ;488 ,803 90( 7,69¢
Sun-18-Apr-200: Sun-18-Apr-200: 5 9 ,190 5 ,488 ,291 D00 9.4
Mon-19-Apr-200: Mon- 19-Apr-200: 5 ,488 4 ,779 900 | 11,266
Tue-20-Apr-200: Tue-20-Apr-200 5 ,785 5 4 ,266 00 | 13,051
Wed-21-Apr-200 Wed-21-Apr-200 5 ,08 75 A 2,754 00 | 14,836
Thu-22-Apr-200 Thu-22-Apr-200: 5 38 70 38 4,142 50 | 16,522
Fri-23-Apr- 200 Fri-23-Apr-2004 5 ,67 75 48 ,630 900 | 18,307
Sat-24-Apr-200 Sol-24-Apr-200: 5 ,975 50 99 1 65 ,597
Sun-25-Apr-200 Sun-25-Apr-2004 5 3273 45 89: X ),787
Mon- 26 -Apr-200: Mon-26-Apr-200: 5 3,5 45 893 X ,977
Tue-27-Apr-200 Tue-27-Apr-200 5 9 3,8 45! 89. X ,167
Wed-28-Ap:-200: Wed-28-Apr-200 5 9! 4,1 45 89 00 | 24,357
Thu=29-Apr—200 Thu—29—Apr=200 5 98 | 4,46 45 89 500 | 25,547
Fri- 30-Api-200 Fri-30-Apr-20 5 9 4,7 45 89: 500 | 26,737 |
Sof-01-May-200 Sat-01-Moy-20 5! 9 05 45 00 K
Sun-02-May-200 Sun-02-May-20 5 9 5,355 45 00 ),
Mon-03-May-200 Mon-03-Moy-200 5t 9 653 45 B¢ 00 ),
Tue-04-May-200: Tue-04-Moy-200 5 9! 950 451 89 500 K.
Wed-05-May-200 Wed-05-May~200 5 248 4 89: 00 X
Thu~06-Moy- 200" Thu-06-Moy-200 5 ,545 45 9: 50( 87!
Fri-07-Moy-200 Fri-07-May-200: 5 6,84 4 600 | 35,06
Sot-08-May-200: Sot-08-Moy- 200 5 7,14( 4 600 | 36,25
Sun-09-Moy-200 Sun-09-Moy-200 5 7,43 4 600 | 37,44
Mon-10-May-200 Mon- 10-May- 200" 5 73 4 600 | 38,63
ue-11-Moy-200 Tue- 11-Moy- 200 5 ,03. 4 600 | 39,82
Wed~12-Moy-20 Wed—12-Moy- 20 5 33 45| 39; 3 0 [ 41,018 ]
hu- 13-Moy-20! Thu-13-May~ 20! 5 ,62! 45 893 0 60( 42,20
Fri- 14-May-20f Fri-14-May~ 20! 5 ,92 42 843 4,423 5 43,349
Sat- 15-May-20( Sot-15-Moy~20f 5 22. 300 595 5,018 4 44,241
Sun-~16-May-200: Sun- 16-May-200 5 ,521 17 34 35,365 325 44,88,
Mon-17-May-200: Mon-17-May-200 5 ,818 7 14 35,514 2 45,33
Tue- 18-Moy- 201 Tue-18-May- 20! 5 ), 35,514 5 45,63
Wed-19-Moy-20 Wed- 19-Moy-20 K 4 5,514 E 45,92
Thu~20Moy~20 Thu=20~Hoy=201 5 7 0] 35514 50| 46,225 |
Fri-21~Moy-200 Fri-21-May-20! S 0C 5,514 5 46,52
Sot-22~-May-200 Sot-22-May-200: 5 ,306 514 46,82
Sun - 23-May-200: Sun-23-Moy-20 5 ,603 ,514 47,11
Mon-24 - May-200 Mon-24-May-2004 5 ,901 ,514 5 47,41
Tue-25-May-200 Tue-25-Moy~20! 5 ,198 5,514 s 47,7
Wed-26 -May-200: Wed-26-Moy- 20 5 ,496 5,514 5 48,0!
Thu-27—Moy-200 Thu-27- Moy~ 200 5 Xl 35,514 S 48,307
Fri-28-Moy-200 Fri-28-May-200: 5 ,091 | 4 E 48,605 |
Sat-29-May-200: Sot-29-Moy-200: 50 ,38: 4 5 48,90
Sun- 30-May-200 Sun-30-Moy~200: 50 9 3,686 | ,514 49,200
Mon- 31 -Moy-200: Mon~31-Moy- 200 25 4 3,934 0 ,514 2 49,44
Tue-01-Jun-200: Tue-01-Jun-200 00 4,132 35,514 0 )0 | 49,646
Wed-02-Jun-20 Wed-30-Jun- 20! 2! 75 4,314 ,44¢ ,514 288 80 | 54,24
Thu~01-Jul-20 Sat-31-Jul-20f 3 75 4, ,05 ,514 307 80| 59,167
Sun-01-Aug 201 Tue—31-Aug-20 3 75| 3 669 | 514 307 T 64,086
Wed-01 -Sep-200: Thu-30-Sep- 20! 3 7. 4,46. ,132 0 ,514 2! 1,200 ,846
Fri-01-0cl-200: Fri- 15-0ct- 20! 1 5 4,4¢ ,595 5,514 5 14 1,34 3,458
Sot-16-0cl- 201 Wed-20-0ct-20 S A ,083 0 ,514 5 5 1,39 4,995
Thu-21-0cl-20 Mon-25-0ct- 2004 5 4 ,570 35,514 5 5 1,44 35 33
Tue-26-0ci-200 Sun-31-0ct- 20! 5 ,785 | 41,355 35514 5 1,507 55 78,3
Mon~01-Nov-200: Tue~30~Nov-200: 151 ,926 | 50,281 35,514 5 ,805 55 ,600
Wed-01-Dec-200: Fri-31-Dec-200: 151 ,223 | 59,504 35,514 5 7 L1 551 97,13
Sol~01-Jon-2005 Mon-31-Jan-200! 5 9,223 | 68,727 35,514 7 4 5 6,66
Tue-01-Feb-2005 Mon-28-Feb-2005 2 5 ,331 | 77,058 5,514 8 2, 5 5,269
Tue-01—Mor—2005 Thu-31-Mar-2005 3 5 9,223 | 86,281 | 5,514 07| 3,00 5 4,300
Fri-01-Apr- 2005 Thu-14-Apr-2005 14 5 4,165 | 90,446 5,514 2 597 3, 7 9,562
No. of days 365 : (April I5 through April 14)

1 cfs day = 1.983471 acre-feet (af)

Notes: 1. Based on 60-20-20 Index is 2,221,649 July 31, 1996 FERC Order Flow Interpolated as 129,562 AF fish flow year requirement.
2. The pulse flows are a target that represents a daily average.
3. Base flow amounts shown prior to April 15 are not included in this year's total.
4. April 2005 period contains the balance of the interpolation volume.

Minimum_Flow_Schedule.xls Page 1 of |
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TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
333 EAST CANAL DRIVE
POST CFFICE BOX 949
TURLOCK. CALIFORNIA 95381
(209) 883-8300C

September 2, 2004

Mr. Dean Marston Ms. Deborah Giglio
California Dept. of Fish and Game U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1234 E. Shaw Ave. 2800 Cottage Way, W-2605
Fresno, CA 93710 Sacramento, CA 95825

RE: Don Pedro Project No. 2299 -- Tuolumne River 2003-2004 FERC Article 37 Flow Schedule

Dear Fishery Agency representatives:

Attached is the Tuolumne River flow schedule for the remainder of the 2004-2005 FERC fish
flow year (Table 1). The annual volume is based on the DWR 60-20-20 San Joaquin Basin Index
of 2.211624, which results in 128,970 acre-feet for this fish flow year.

The difference from the prior schedule of June 10, 2004 is the 150 cfs for the period of April 1-
14, 2005.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Wes Monier at 209-883-8321.

_Sincerely,

W
bert M. Nees

Assistant General Manager
Water Resources and Regulatory Affairs

C: Larry Weis — TID Wes Monier- TID
Allen Short — MID Magalie Salas — FERC Secretary
TRTAC (via e-mail)




TURLOCK [RRIGATION DISTRICT

8/26/2004
TABLE 1
Tuolumne River Flow Schedule
10JUN2004
SCHEDULE FOR 2004 - 2005 Fish Flow Year
BASE FLOW PULSE FLOW ADDITIONAL FLOW TOTAL FERC FLOW
DATE Number of ACCUM. ACCUM. ACCUM. ACCUM.
From: To: DAYS | CFS AF AF. CFS | AF AF. CFS AF AF. CFS AF.

12-Apr-2004f = 12-Apr-2004 1| 210] 417 0 0 0 0 0 210 0
13-Apr-200 13-Apr-2004-| 1] 210 417 49 | 972 972 0 0 0 700 972
14-Apr-200 ~ 14-Apr-2004. 1] 210] 417 = 690 | 1,369 2,340 0 0 0 900 2,340
15-Apr-2004 15-Apr-2004 1 150 298 298 750 | 1,488 3,828 0 0 0 900 4,126
16-Apr-2004 16-Apr-2004 1 150 298 595 750 | 1,488 5316 0 0 0 900 5911
17-Apr-2004 17-Apr-2004 ] 150 298 893 750 | 1,488 6,803 0 0 0 900 7,696
18-Apr-2004 18-Apr-2004 I 150 298 1,190 750 | 1,488 8,291 0 0 0 900 9,481
19-Apr-2004 19-Apr-2004 1 150 298 1,488 750 | 1,488 9,779 0 0 0 900 [ 11,266
20-Apr-2004 20-Apr-2004 1 150 298 1,785 750 | 1,488 11,266 0 0 0 900 | 13,051
21-Apr-2004 21-Apr-2004 1 150 298 2,083 750 | 1,488 12,754 0 0 0 900 | 14,836
22-Apr-2004 22-Apr-2004 I 150 298 2,380 700 | 1,388 | 14,142 0 0 0 850 | 16,522
23-Apr-2004 23-Apr-2004 1 150 298 2,678 750 | 1,488 | 15,630 0 0 0 900 | 18,307
24-Apr-2004 24-Apr-2004 1 150 298 2,975 500 | 992 | 16,621 0 0 0 650 | 19,597
25-Apr-2004 25-Apr-2004 1 150 298 3273 450 | 893 | 17,514 0 0 0 600 [ 20,787
26-Apr-2004 26-Apr-2004 1 150 298 3,570 450 | 893 | 18,407 0 0 0 600 | 21,977
27-Apr-2004 27-Apr-2004 1 150 298 3,868 450 | 893 19,299 0 0 0 600 | 23,167
28-Apr-2004 28-Apr-2004 1 150 298 4,165 450 | 893 | 20,192 0 0 0 600 | 24,357
29-Apr-2004 29-Apr-2004 1 150 298 4,463 450 | 893 [ 21,084 0 0 0 600 | 25547
30-Apr-2004 30-Apr-2004 1 150 298 4,760 450 | 893 | 21,977 0 0 0 600 | 26,737
01-May-2004 01-May-2004 1 150 298 5,058 450 | 893 | 22,869 0 0 0 600 | 27,927
02-May-2004 02-May-2004 1 150 298 5,355 450 | 893 | 23,762 0 0 0 600 | 29,117
03-May-2004 03-May-2004 ] 150 298 5,653 450 | 893 | 24,655 0 0 0 600 | 30,307
04-May-2004 04-May-2004 1 150 298 5,950 450 | 893 | 25,547 0 0 0 600 | 31,498
05-May-2004 05-May-2004 1 150 298 6,248 450 [ 893 | 26,440 0 0 0 600 | 32,688
06-May-2004 06-May-2004 1 150 298 6,545 450 | 893 [ 27332 0 0 0 600 | 33878
07-May-2004 07-May-2004 1 150 298 6,843 450 | 893 | 28,225 0 0 0 600 | 35,068
08-May-2004 08-May-2004 1 150 298 7,140 450 | 893 | 29,117 0 0 0 600 | 36,258
09-May-2004 09-May-2004 1 150 298 7,438 450 | 893 | 30,010 0 0 0 600 | 37,448
10-May-2004 10-May-2004 1 150 298 7,736 450 | 893 | 30,902 0 0 0 600 | 38,638
11-May-2004 11-May-2004 1 150 298 8,033 450 | 893 | 31,795 0 0 0 600 | 39,828
12-May-2004 12-May-2004 1 150 298 8,331 450 | 893 | 32,688 0 0 0 600 | 41,018
13-May-2004 13-May-2004 1 150 298 8,628 450 | 893 | 33,580 0 0 0 600 | 42,208
14-May-2004 14-May-2004 [ 150 298 8,926 425 843 | 34,423 0 0 0 575 | 43,349
15-May-2004 15-May-2004 1 150 298 9,223 300 | 595 | 35018 0 0 0 450 | 44,241
16-May-2004 16-May-2004 1 150 298 9,521 175 | 347 35365 0 0 0 325 | 44,886
17-May-2004 17-May-2004 I 150 298 9,818 75| 149 35514 0 0 0 225 45332
18-May-2004 18-May-2004 1 150 298 | 10,116 o 35514 0 0 0 150 | 45,630
19-May-2004 19-May-2004 1 150 298 | 10,413 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 45,927
20-May-2004 20-May-2004 1 150 298 [ 10,711 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 46,225
21-May-2004 21-May-2004 1 150 298 | 11,008 o 35514 0 0 0 150 | 46,522
22-May-2004 22-May-2004 1 150 298 | 11,306 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 46,820
23-May-2004 23-May-2004 1 150 298 | 11,603 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 47,117
24-May-2004 24-May-2004 1 150 298 | 11,901 o] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 47,415
25-May-2004 25-May-2004 1 150 298 | 12,198 0f 35514 0 0 0 150 | 47,712
26-May-2004 26-May-2004 1 150 298 [ 12,496 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,010
27-May-2004 27-May-2004 1 150 298 | 12,793 0f 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,307
28-May-2004 28-May-2004 [ 150 298 | 13,091 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,605
29-May-2004 29-May-2004 1 150 298 | 13,388 o] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,902
30-May-2004 30-May-2004 1 150 298 | 13,686 o 35514 0 0 0 150 [ 49,200
31-May-2004 31-May-2004 [ 125 248 | 13,934 o] 35514 0 0 0 125 | 49,448
01-Jun-2004 01-Jun-2004 1 100 198 | 14,132 0 35514 0 0 0 100 | 49,646
02-Jun-2004 30-Jun-2004 29 75| 4314 ] 18,446 0| 35514 5 288 288 80 | 54,248
01-Jul-2004 31-Jul-2004 31 75| 4,612 23,058 0| 35514 5 308 596 80 | 59,168
01-Aug-2004 31-Aug-2004 31 75| 4612 27,669 0| 35514 5 308 904 80 | 64,087
01-Sep-2004 30-Sep-2004 30 75| 4463 ] 32,132 0| 35514 s 298 1,202 80 | 68,848
01-0ct-2004 15-0ct-2004 15 150 | 4,463 | 36,595 of 35514 5 149 1,351 155 | 73,460
16-0ct-2004 20-0ct-2004 150 | 1,488 | 38,083 0 0] 35514 5 50 1,401 155 | 74,997
21-0ct-2004 25-0ct-2004 s| 150 1,488 | 39,570 o] 35514 5 50 1,450 155 | 76,535
26-0ct-2004 31-0ct-2004 6| 150 1,785 ] 41,355 o 35514 5 60 1,510 155 | 78,379
01-Nov-2004 30-Nov-2004 30| 150 8926 | 50281 o 35514 5 298 1,808 155 | 87,603
01-Dec-2004 31-Dec-2004 31 150 [ 9223 | 59,504 o 35514 5 308 2,116 155 | 97,134
01-Jan-2005 31-Jan-2005 31 150 | 9,223 | 68,727 0| 35514 s 308 2,424 155 | 106,665
01-Feb-2005 28-Feb-2005 28 150 | 8331 | 77,058 o] 35514 5 278 2,702 155 | 115,274
01-Mar-2005 31-Mar-2005 31 150 | 9,223 | 86,281 o 35514 5 308 3,010 155 | 124,805
01-Apr-2005 14-Apr-2005 14 150 | 4,165 [ 90,446 of 35514 0 0 3.010 150 | 128,970
No. of days 365 (Apnil 15 through Apnil 14)

1 cfs day = 1.983471 acre-feet (af)

Notes: 1. Based on 60-20-20 Index 15 2.211,624
2. The pulse flows are a target that represents a daily average.
3. Base flow amounts shown prior to April 135 are not included n this year's total.
4. April 2005 period contams the balance of the interpolation volume.

Minimum_Flow_Schedule.xls
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TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT ~ %) RonPedroDemisnc
333 EAST CANAL DRIVE X

FPOST OFFICE BOX 849
TURLOCK, CALIFORNIA 85381

(209] 883-88300

October 22, 2004

Mr. Dean Marston Ms. Deborah Giglio
California Dept. of Fish and Game U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1234 E. Shaw Ave. 2800 Cottage Way, W-2605
Fresno, CA 93710 Sacramento, CA 95825

RE: Don Pedro Project No. 2299 -- Tuolumne River 2003-2004 FERC Article 37 Flow Schedule

Dear Fishery Agency representatives:

Attached is the revised Tuolumne River flow schedule for the 2004-2005 FERC fish flow year
(Table 1) that was recently agreed to, effective on October 1.

The difference from the prior schedule is: (1) the required flow for October through mid-April is
at 150 cfs, down from the previous 155 cfs, and (2) the inclusion of a fall pulse flow later this
month using the reallocated water.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Wes Monier at 209-883-8321.

incerely,

AN\

Robert M. Nees
Assistant General Manager
Water Resources and Regulatory Affairs

C: Larry Weis — TID Wes Monier- TID
Allen Short — MID Magalie Salas — FERC Secretary

TRTAC (via e-mail)

/D



TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT

10/22/2004
TABLE 1
Tuolumne River Flow Schedule
30SEP2004
SCHEDULE FOR 2004 - 2005 Fish Flow Year
BASE FLOW PULSE FLOW ADDITIONAL FLOW TOTAL FERC FLOV
DATE Number of ACCUM. ACCUM. ACCUM. ACCUM.
From: To: DAYS | CFS | AF AF. CFS | AF AF. CFS | AF AF. CFS | AF.

12-Rpr-2004 12-RApr-2004 1] 210 417 ; 0 0 0 0 0 210 0
13-Apr-2004 13-Apr-2004 1] 210 417 490 | 972 972 0 0 0 700 972
" 14-Apr-2004 14-Apr-2004 1210 417 690 | 1,369 2,340 0 0 0 900 2,340
15-Apr-2004 15-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 298 750 | 1,488 3,828 0 0 0 900 4,126
16-Apr-2004 16-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 595 750 | 1,488 5316 0 0 0 900 5911
17-Apr-2004 17-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 893 750 | 1,488 6,803 0 0 0 900 7,696
18-Apr-2004 18-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 1,190 750 | 1,488 8,291 0 0 0 900 9,481
19-Apr-2004 19-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 1,488 750 | 1,488 9,779 0 0 0 900 | 11,266
20-Apr-2004 20-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 1,785 750 | 1,488 | 11,266 0 0 0 900 [ 13,051
21-Apr-2004 21-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 2,083 750 [ 1,488 | 12,754 0 0 0 900 | 14,836
22-Apr-2004 22-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 2380 700 [ 1,388 | 14,142 0 0 0 850 | 16,522
23-Apr-2004 23-RApr-2004 1] 150 298 2,678 750 | 1,488 | 15,630 0 0 0 900 | 18,307
24-Apr-2004 24-Apr-2004 [ 298 2,975 500 | 9921 16,621 0 0 0 650 | 19,597
25-Rpr-2004 25-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 3,273 450 | 893 | 17,514 0 0 0 600 | 20,787
26-Apr-2004 26-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 3,570 450 | 893 | 18,407 0 0 0 600 | 21977
27-Rpr-2004 27-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 3,868 450 | 893 | 19,299 0 0 0 600 | 23,167
28-Apr-2004 28-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 4,165 450 | 893 | 20,192 0 0 0 600 | 24,357
29-Apr-2004 29-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 4,463 450 | 893 | 21,084 0 0 0 600 [ 25,547
30-Apr-2004 30-Apr-2004 1] 150 298 4,760 450 | 893 | 21977 0 0 0 600 | 26,737
01-May-2004 01-May-2004 1] 150 298 5,058 450 [ 893 | 22,869 0 0 0 600 | 27,927
02-May-2004 02-May-2004 1] 150 298 5,355 450 | 893 | 23,762 0 0 0 600 | 29,117
03-May-2004 03-May-2004 1] 150 298 5,653 450 | 893 | 24,655 0 0 0 600 | 30,307
04-May-2004 04-May-2004 1] 150 298 5,950 450 | 893 | 25547 0 0 0 600 | 31,498
05-May-2004 05-May-2004 1] 150 298 6,248 450 | 893 | 26,440 0 0 0 600 | 32,688
06-May-2004 06-May-2004 1] 150 298 6,545 450 | 893 | 27,332 0 0 0 600 | 33,878
07-May-2004 07-May-2004 1] 150 298 6,843 450 | 893 ] 28,235 0 0 0 600 | 35,068
08-May-2004 08-May-2004 1] 150 298 7,140 450 | 893 [ 29,117 0 0 0 600 | 36,258
09-May-2004 09-May-2004 [ 150 298 7,438 450 | 893 | 30,010 0 0 0 600 | 37,448
10-May-2004 10-May-2004 1{ 150 298 7,736 450 | 893 | 30,902 0 0 0 600 | 38,638
11-May-2004 11-May-2004 1[ 150 298 8,033 450 | 893 | 31,795 0 0 0 600 | 39,828
12-May-2004 12-May-2004 1] 150 298 8,331 450 | 893 | 32,688 0 0 0 600 | 41,018
13-May-2004 13-May-2004 1] 150 298 8,628 450 | 893 | 33,580 0 0 0 600 | 42,208
14-May-2004 14-May-2004 1] 150 298 8,926 45| 843 | 34423 0 0 0 575 | 43,349
15-May-2004 15-May-2004 1] 150 298 9,223 300 [ 595| 35018 0 0 0 450 | 44,241
16-May-2004 16-May-2004 1] 150 298 9,521 175 347 35365 0 0 0 325 | 44,886
17-May-2004 17-May-2004 1 150 298 9,818 751 149 ] 35514 0 0 0 225 45332
18-May-2004 18-May-2004 1] 150 298 [ 10,116 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 45,630
19-May-2004 19-May-2004 1] 150 298 | 10,413 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 45,927
20-May-2004 20-May-2004 1] 150 298 | 10,711 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 46,225
21-May-2004 21-May-2004 1] 150 208 | 11,008 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 46,522
22-May-2004 22-May-2004 1| 150 298 [ 11,306 o 35514 0 0 0 150 | 46,820
23-May-2004 23-May-2004 1] 150 298 | 11,603 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 47,117
24-May-2004 24-May-2004 1] 150 298 | 11,901 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 47,415
25-May~-2004 25-May-2004 1] 150 298 | 12,198 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 47,712
26-May-2004 26-May-2004 1] 150 298 | 12,496 0] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,010
27-May-2004 27-May-2004 1] 150 298 | 12,793 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,307
28-May-2004 28-May-2004 1| 150 298 | 13,091 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,605
29-May-2004 29-May-2004 1] 150 298 | 13,388 0| 35514 0 0 0 150 | 48,902
30-May-2004 30-May-2004 1T 150 298 | 13,686 0[] 35514 0 0 0 150 | 49,200
31-May-2004 31-May-2004 [ 125 248 | 13,934 0| 35514 0 0 0 125 | 49,448
01-Jun-2004 01-Jun-2004 1] 100 198 14,132 0] 35514 0 0 0 100 | 49,646
02-Jun-2004 30-Jun-2004 29 75| 4314 18446 0] 35514 5 288 288 80 | 54,248
01-Jul-2004 31-Jul-2004 31 75| 4612 23,058 0] 35514 5| 308 596 80 | 59,168
01-Aug-2004 31-Aug-2004 31 75| 4,612 27,669 0] 35514 S| 308 904 80 | 64,087
01-Sep-2004 30-Sep-2004 30 75| 4463 32,132 o[ 35514 5| 298 1,202 80 | 68,3848
01-0ct-2004 15-0ct-2004 15| 150 | 4,463] 36,595 0] 35514 0 0 1,202 150 [ 73,311
16-0ct-2004 24-0ct-2004 9] 150 2,678 | 39273 0 0] 35514 0 0 1,202 150 | 75,989
25-0ct-2004 25-0ct-2004 1] 150 298 | 39,570 o] 99| 35613 0 0 1,202 200 [ 76,385
26-0ct-2004 26-0ct -2004 1] 150 298 | 39,868 100 198 35812 0 0 1,202 250 | 76,881
27-0ct-2004 27-0ct-2004 1] 150 298 | 40,165 300 | 595| 36,407 0 0 1,202 450 | 77,774
28-0ct-2004 28-0ct-2004 1| 150 298 | 40,463 300 | 595 | 37,002 0 0 1,202 450 | 78,666
29-Oct-2004 29-0ct-2004 [ 150 298 [ 40,760 100 198] 37,200 0 0 1,202 250 | 79,162
30-0ct-2004 30-0ct-2004 1] 150 298 | 41,058 0] 99 37299 0 0 1,202 200 | 79,559
31-0ct-2004 31-0ct-2004 1] 150 298 | 41,355 11 22| 37,321 0 0 1,202 161 | 79,879
01-Nov-2004 30-Nov-2004 30] 150 ] 8926 50,281 o] 37321 0 0 1,202 150 | 88,804
01-Dec-2004 31-Dec-2004 31 150 [ 9,223 59,504 0 37321 0 0 1,202 150 | 98,027
01-Jan-2005 31-Jan-2005 31| 150] 9,223 68,727 0] 37321 0 0 1,202 150 | 107,251
01-Feb-2005 28-Feb-2005 28] 150 ] 8331 77,058 0| 37321 0 0 1,202 150 | 115,581
01-Mar-2005 31-Mar-2005 31 150 9,223 86,281 0] 37321 0 0 1,202 150 [ 124,804
01-Apr-2005 14-Apr-2005 14] 150 ] 4,065 90,446 o[ 37321 0 0 1,202 150 [ 128,970

No. of days 365 (April 15 through April 14)

1 cfs day = 1.983471 acre-feet (af)

Notes: 1. Based on 60-20-20 Index is 2,211.624

2. The pulse flows are a target that represents a daily average.
3. Base flow amounts shown prior to April 15 are not included in this year's total

Minimum_Flow_Schedule.xls

Page |

of 1

July 31, 1996 FERC Order Flow Interpolated as 128.970 AF fish flow year requirement.

(FWM)
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INTRODUCTION

The San Joaquin fall-run Chinook salmon is currently a candidate species under the Federal and State
Endangered Species Acts. Population levels in the Tuolumne River have declined in the latter half of the
20™ century from a high of approximately 130,000 returning adults in 1944 (Fry 1961) to a low of 77 in
1991 (Neillands et al. 1993). Current levels of 7,916 in 1998 (Heyne 1998), 7,685 in 1999 (Heyne 2000),
17,873 in 2000 (Vasques 2001), 9,222 in 2001 and 7,125 in 2002, indicate a slight recovery period. The
decline of the species is believed to be caused by many factors. In general, reduction of spawning and
rearing habitat and stream flow management practices are thought to be the major factors limiting overall
population numbers. Numerous additional factors including but not limited to predation, streambed
alteration, pump diversion, gravel mining, land use practices, and ocean angler harvest contribute to a
web of complex population dynamics which effect population numbers within the habitat currently

available to Tuolumne River Chinook salmon.

The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) has conducted escapement surveys on the
Tuolumne River since 1940 (Fry 1961). The Schaefer mark recapture escapement estimation model
(Schaefer 1951) has been utilized since 1971. The 2003 escapement survey will begin using the Jolly-
Seber (Seber 1973) escapement model but will continue to report Schaefer estimates. Beginning in 1992,
CDFG escapement surveys have been utilized as part of the New Don Pedro FERC Project No. 2299

license monitoring program and annual reporting.

The primary objectives of the Tuolumne River escapement survey are to:

Estimate the escapement of fall run Chinook salmon on the Tuolumne River.

e Collect fork length and sex data.

e Collect scale and otolith samples with which to conduct age determination analysis and
subsequent cohort analysis.

e Collect and analyze coded wire tag data from marked hatchery fish.

e Evaluate the distribution of salmon redds through the study area.

e Collect DNA samples for storage at the CDFG Salmonid Tissue Archive for subsequent analysis.



STUDY AREA

Approximately 26.5 river miles were surveyed during the Tuolumne River escapement survey in 2003
(Figure 1). The survey area was divided into 4 sections with Section 1 being the upstream most reach.
Section 1, also referred to as the primary spawning reach, extends from riffle Al at river mile 51.6 near
La Grange Dam downstream to Basso Bridge at river mile 47.5. Section 2 extends from Basso Bridge
down to the Turlock Lake State Recreation Area (TLSRA) at river mile 41.9. Section 3 covers the area
between TLSRA and riffle S1 at river mile 34. Section 4 extends downstream to Fox Grove (river mile
26).

All riffles in the study area have been identified and mapped using a Trimble GPS unit and the GIS
computer program ArcView. Each riffle has been systematically re-named upstream to downstream using
sequential letter/number designations for river mile and riffle number, respectively. For example, the first
riffle immediately below La Grange Dam in the first river mile (56) is named Al. This numbering system
is a departure from the historical riffle numbering system. However, the new riffle identification system
is more logical and is more conducive to editing as river morphology changes. The riffle identification

cross-reference is located in Table 1.

METHODS

Population Estimation

The Schaefer (1951) and Jolly-Seber (Seber 1972) mark recapture models were used to estimate fall
salmon escapement on the lower Tuolumne River. These methods utilize marked and subsequently
recovered carcasses during weekly surveys of the spawning reach. A ratio of marked to unmarked fish is
used to calculate weekly population estimates, which are then summed to estimate the total spawning
population. The CDFG began the survey on 30 September 2003 (Week 1) and concluded on 6 January
2004 (Week 15). Carcasses were tagged for the first 13 weeks. Weeks 14 and 15 no carcasses were
tagged, these were strictly carcass recovery weeks. During the two recovery weeks, carcasses were

collected and examined for jaw tags and all carcasses collected were chopped in half.

All carcasses encountered were handled during weekly drift boat surveys of the study area. Carcasses
were gaffed as the sampling crew drifted past and held in the boat until the end of the riffle and adjacent
downstream pool. Subsequent to drifting the riffle and downstream pool the riverbanks were walked to

collect carcasses that could not be seen or collected from the drift boat. Every carcass handled was



designated as fresh, decayed, skeleton or recovery, depending on the degree of decomposition or the
presence of an aluminum jaw tag in the case of recoveries. The fresh carcass designation criteria during
2003 was at least one clear eye (Figure 2). Decayed fish had cloudy eyes. Skeletons were carcasses
judged to be in an advanced state of decay and unlikely to have the same probability of recapture as fresh
and decayed specimens. Criteria for skeleton designation during the 2003 survey included the presence of
fungus covering the entire body at the freshest end of skeleton designation (dead approximately one

week) to actual skeletons at the most decayed end (Figures 3 and 4).

All fresh and decayed carcasses were given a unique number by attaching a numbered aluminum tag to
the lower jaw. These newly tagged carcasses were redistributed to river current near the lower end of the
riffle for recovery in subsequent weeks. For tag recoveries, the unique tag number was noted and the
carcass was chopped and returned to the river. All skeletons were enumerated, chopped, and returned to
the river to avoid double counting despite findings by Law (1994) suggesting that untagged carcasses not
removed after initial count only slightly affected Schaefer’s (1951) population estimate. Estimates were
made using the Schaefer (1951) equation as presented in Ricker (1975) and also using the Jolly-Seber
equation (Seber 1973). Law (1994) found in simulations of various models, using a similar protocol as
this survey, that the Peterson model (see Ricker, 1975) drastically over estimated, while the Schaefer
model consistently overestimated the population and the Jolly-Seber model most accurately estimated the
population. Therefore, Peterson’s model was not used in this analysis and the Jolly-Seber model will now

be included with Schaefer estimates.

Weekly Fish Distribution and Redd Counts
Weekly live fish observation and redd counts were conducted during the survey (Table 2, Figure 5).
These counts are conducted for each riffle and pool using the riffle identification system noted earlier.

Counts are made using tally counters as field crews drifted through riffles and pools.

Individual Fish Data Collection

Fork length (to the nearest 1 centimeter) and sex data are collected for all tagged carcasses. Scale and
otolith samples are collected from a percentage of specimens to determine the size and age composition of
annual spawning runs. Coded wire tags (CWTSs) are collected from hatchery produced, marked (adipose
fin clipped), carcasses as part of long term survival testing of releases of marked outmigrating smolts.
This also allows for determining the incidence of straying from other river systems. CWT specimens are
also used to validate scale and otolith age determination work. Genetic samples: caudal, dorsal, or

pectoral fin clips were collected, and delivered to the CDFG Salmonid Tissue Archive at the end of the



survey. Scale and otolith samples were collected from both wild and CWT carcasses and are catalogued
at the CDFG La Grange Field Office. CWTs and otoliths are collected via removal of the head minus the
lower jaw. Extraction and analysis of otoliths and CWTs is conducted after the spawning season. All
fish samples are catalogued by the fish’s unique jaw tag number, which allows the samples to be tracked

to the specific data and riffle number of collection.

RESULTS

Population Estimate

Based on the Jolly-Seber model using all fish the 2003 escapement estimate was 2,163 salmon. The
Jolly-Seber model using all tagged fish and recoveries yields the most accurate estimate. The Schaefer
model utilize the number of recoveries of tagged carcasses that were fresh when tagged, the total number
of fresh tagged fish, and the total number carcasses handled each week to generate weekly escapement
estimates (Table 3). Weekly estimates are summated to estimate total escapement over the course of the
survey. Table 4 shows the total number of fresh tagged each week in relation to the number of recoveries
made in subsequent weeks. Weekly estimates are presented in Table 5. The Jolly-Seber calculation
matrix required that tagging and recapture numbers be shifted to reflect a continuous recovery period.
Thus, the one recovery in week three was moved to week five, and for calculation purposes recovery
week five became recovery week two (Table 4-5). Weekly cumulative Schaefer and Jolly-Seber
estimates are graphed in Figure 6. The fresh tagged recovery rate was 55.0% which is slightly lower than
the overall recovery rate of 56.8% and the overall recovery rates of 64.4% in 2002 and 61.3%

encountered during the 2001 escapement survey.

Weekly Counts

Live fish counts increased steadily, peaked in weeks 7 and 8 , and declined steadily through the remainder
of the survey (Table 2, Figure 5). Carcass counts exhibited a similar incline, peak, and decline which
were offset from live counts by about one week. The carcass count peaked in weeks 8 and 9. Redd

counts increased through Week 8 when the total number of observations was 349.

Spawning Distribution

The results of total weekly redd counts clearly indicate that the majority of spawning activity is
concentrated in the riffles of Section 1 (Figures 7 and 8). The maximum number of redds counted in a
particular riffle over the course of the season are listed in Table 6. The maximum redd count represents

the redd count made when external factors like visibility were at optimum conditions. During the 2003



survey 649, 356, 477, and 145 redds were counted for Sections 1 through 4 respectively. Maximum
number of redds per section declined from 203 in Section 1 to 102, 122, and 46 in Sections 3, 4, and 5

respectively.

Population Composition

Coded wire tagged fish comprised 21 % of the total tagged carcasses based on the ratio of adipose fin
clipped fish to total tagged carcasses (Table 3). Skeletons were not checked for adipose fin clips due to
their advanced state of decomposition. However, it is likely that ratios calculated for tagged fish are
representative for skeletons as well. The total contributions (tagged fish only) to the spawning population
were 32% for natural males, 9% for CWT males, 47% for natural females, and 12% for CWT females
(Figure 9). CWT verification and tag reading will be conducted at a later date therefore all CWT data

presented here are preliminary.

Length frequency histograms of male and female fish (both natural and CWT) display bimodal peaks
(Figures 10 - 13). The first peaks are likely grilse (age 1 and 2 fish) and the second peaks are likely adult
(age 3, 4, and 5 year fish). Total grilse composition was 10% of the Tuolumne River escapement
estimate. Breakpoints between grilse and adult were determined from basin wide fork length data.
Breakpoints used were <60 cm for natural females, <62 for adipose fin clipped females, 68 cm for natural

males and 68 cm for adipose fin clipped males. Further breakdown of grilse is presented in Table 7.

Sample Collection

Scales, otolith, and DNA samples were collected from both natural and adipose fin clipped fish
throughout the survey period and survey area (Tables 8, 9 and 10). Distribution of sampling is intended
to best represent the spawning population over time, space, and origin. Scale and otolith samples will be
utilized in the CDFG age determination program and for subsequent cohort analysis of San Joaquin River
Basin Chinook salmon populations. One-hundred DNA samples were collected and delivered to the
CDFG Salmonid Tissue Archives.

Egg Production Estimate

An estimate of egg production by the 2003 fall run Chinook salmon is done using the relationship of fork
length to fecundity. The relationship was developed using 48 San Joaquin fall run Chinook females
ranging from fork length 62.5 to 94.0 cm (Loudermilk et al. 1990). The number of eggs was calculated
for natural females (n=277, average FL=77.1) and CWT females (n=71, average FL=78.3) and then

expanded to the entire estimate. Natural females made up 47% of the 2003 estimate and produced



approximately 6,194,673 eggs. Adipose fin clipped females (12%) produced approximately 1,628,784
eggs.

Tuolumne River Flows

Tuolumne River flows at the La Grange guage ranged from approximately 210cfs to 470cfs during the
2003 spawning season (Figure 14). To attract fish into the Tuolumne from the San Joaquin River and
improve spawning habitat a pulse flow was initiated on 15 October 2003. Flow increased to
approximately 470cfs on 16 October 2003 and ramped down to 230cfs on 28 October 2003 and then

decreased to about 210cfs for the remainder of the spawning season.

Tuolumne River Temperature
Water temperatures are recorded in several locations throughout the spawning reach using data loggers

placed and maintained by CDFG. Four sites are plotted in Figure 14.

DISCUSSION

Spawning Distribution

Redd counts are strongly affected by time of day, visibility, sunlight , wind rippling the water surface,
redd superimposition, and other physical factors as well as the natural variability between observers.
Furthermore, redd counts are conducted with a single pass as opposed to an intensive systematic approach
beyond the scope of this study. In the primary spawning riffles of Section 1 the problem of redd
superimposition is acute and leads to undercounting. On the other hand, redds in Section 2, 3, and 4 are
easily delineated as clean patches of freshly worked gravel among patches of darker undisturbed gravel.
In these sections redd counts are accurate indicators of spawning density. For these reasons, the disparity
between spawning density in Section 1 versus Sections 2, 3, and 4 is likely greater than displayed in
Figures 10 and 11.

Population Estimate

The 2003 tag recovery rate of 55.3% is lower than the 64.4 % in 2002 and the 61.3% reported in 2001,
which are high tag recovery rates, but still higher compared to the recovery rate of 41.7% encountered in
2000 (Vasques 2001). The difference in recovery rates is likely a function of the difference in stream
flow between 2000, (over 300cfs) and 2001 - 2003, (under 200cfs). Stream flow dynamics affects the

likelihood of collecting carcasses in that it effects both how carcasses are distributed in the system and the



effectiveness in recovering carcasses by field crews. During the lower flows encountered during the 2002
and 2003 surveys carcasses were easily visible and the lower flows allowed for collection in specific
locations which were too deep or too swift to survey in 2000. Furthermore, the banks of riffles were
walked in an effort to collect carcasses that could not be seen or collected during the initial float through
the riffle and subsequent pool. During 2000 bank efforts were not nearly so extensive. The Tuolumne
River escapement estimate for 2003 of 2,163 salmon is the lowest since the 1996 estimate of 4,550

salmon.

Population Composition

Coded wire tagged fish comprised 21 % of the total tagged carcasses based on the ratio of adipose fin
clipped fish to total tagged carcasses (Table 3). Skeletons were not checked for adipose fin clips due to
their advanced state of decomposition. However, it is likely that ratios calculated for tagged fish are
representative for skeletons as well. The total contributions (tagged fish only) to the spawning population
were 32% for natural males, 9% for adipose fin clipped males, 47% for natural females, and 12% for
adipose fin clipped females (Figure 12). CWT verification and tag reading will be conducted at a later

date therefore all CWT data presented here are preliminary.

Length frequency histograms of male and female fish (both natural and CWT) display bimodal peaks
(Figures 10,11,12 and 13). The first peaks are likely grilse (age 1 and 2 fish) and the second peaks are
likely adult (age 3, 4, and 5 year fish). Total grilse composition was 10 % of the Tuolumne River
escapement estimate. Breakpoints between grilse and adult were determined from basin wide fork length
data and applied to Tuolumne River fork length data to determine grilse composition. Breakpoints used
were <66 cm for natural females, <68 cm for adipose fin clipped females, <72 cm for natural males and

<67 cm for adipose fin clipped males. Further breakdown of grilse is presented in Table 7.

Tuolumne River Flows

Low dissolved oxygen levels in the San Joaquin River are believed to be a barrier for fall-run salmon
migrating up the San Joaquin stem to spawn in the Merced, Tuolumne and Stanislaus Rivers. A fall pulse
flow regime has been developed to lower river temperatures and elevate levels of dissolved oxygen in the
San Joaquin River in order to attract salmon and prevent straying. Live salmon counts on the Tuolumne
River peaked in week 7 and coincided with the end of the elevated dissolved oxygen levels, derived from
the fall pulse flows, in the San Joaquin River. The flow, temperatures, observed live fish and redds are

presented in Figure 16.



Tuolumne River Temperatures

Temperatures in the upper sections (Section 1 and 2) down to Tuolumne River State Recreation Area
(TRSRA)(RM 41.7) remained below the maximum thermal limit of 13.3°C for most all of the spawning
season except for a few days in early October. This temperature is considered to be the upper thermal
limit for successful egg incubation (Myrick and Cech 1998). River temperatures at Hickman Bridge fell
below the 13.3°C level in the beginning of November and coincided with the first redd observations in
week 5 of the survey. Temperatures remained below the benchmark 13.3°C for about a week and the
decreased further which coincided with the peak of redd observations in weeks 8 and 9. A slight increase

in temperature seen at the Hickman Bridge location also saw slight decrease in live fish observations.



Table 1. Tuolumne River riffle identification cross-reference, 2003 to 2002.

Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4
New ID Old ID New ID Old ID New ID Old ID New ID Old ID
la AlA F1 F1 K1 K1 S1 S1
Aln Al F2 F2 K2 K2 S2 S2
Als Al F3 F3 L1 L1 S3 S3
A2 A2 GIN Gl L2 L2 T1 T2
B1 B1 G1S Gl L3 L3 T2 T3
B2 B2 G2 G2 M1 None T3 T4
B3 B3 G3 G3 M2 None T4 T5
C1 C1 G4 G4 N1 None T5 None

C2 C1 H1 H1 N2 None Ul Ul
C3 C3 H2 H2 N3 N3 u2 u2
D1 D1 H3N H3 N4 N4 U3 U3
D2 D2 H3S H4 o1 o1 V1 V1
D3 D3 H4 H5 02 03 V2 V2
D4 D4 H5 H6 03 None V3 V3
D5 D5 H6 H7 04 04 V4 V4
El El 11 11 05 05 W1 W1
12 12 P1 P1 W2 W2
13 13 P2 P2 W3 W3
J1 J1 P3 P3 X1 X1
J2 J2 P4 P4 X2 X2

J3 J3 Q1 Q1

J4 J4 Q2 Q2

J5 J5 Q3 Q3

R1 R1

R2 R2

R3 R3




Table 2. Total weekly counts of live fish, redds, and carcasses.

Week Live Redds Carcasses
1 2 0 1
2 38 0 2
3 66 0 1
4 203 3 2
5 395 99 17
6 343 180 100
7 462 217 164
8 463 349 367
9 342 255 364
10 196 149 237
11 151 215 117
12 89 131 87
13 52 24 28
14 6 4 12
15 2 1 9
Total 2810 1627 1508
& Carcasses includes all tagged carcasses and skeletons but does not include recoveries.
Table 3. Weekly totals.

Week Total Tagged Skeletons Refor\;aesrr‘]iesl C;JOS?; 4 Fresh Tagged CWT's
1 0 1 0 1 0 0
2 1 1 0 2 1 0
3 0 1 1 2 0 0
4 1 1 0 2 1 0
5 16 1 0 17 15 1
6 52 48 4 104 51 13
7 78 85 19 182 67 22
8 157 210 42 409 129 42
9 134 230 93 457 101 33
10 80 157 52 289 62 10
11 34 83 26 143 28 1
12 21 66 24 111 19 0
13 10 18 2 30 10 1
14 0 12 2 14 0 0
15 0 9 1 10 0 0

Total 584 923 266 1773 484 123

YIncludes only fish that were deemed fresh when tagged.
2Includes total tagged, skeletons, and fresh recoveries.




Table 4. Distribution of fresh tagged fish, tag week versus recovery week.

Tag Week of Recovered Tags
Recovery
Tl 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
2 0
3 0 1
4 0 0 0
5 0 0 0 0
6 0 0 0 0 4
7 0 0 0 0 0 19
8 0 0 0 0 0 4 38
9 0 0 0 0 0 2 8 83
10 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 49
11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 8 16
12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 13
13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Fresh
Recouarios 0 1 0 0 4 25 | 47 | 87 | 60 | 25 | 13 3 1
Fresh T d
Carcacess 0 1 0 1 15 | 51 | 67 | 129 | 101 | 62 | 28 | 19 | 10
P t
Resovery 00 | 1000 | 00 | 00 | 267 | 490 | 701 | 674 | 594 | 403 | 464 | 158 | 100
Table 5. Weekly Shaefer and Jolly-Seber estimates.
Fresh Fish All Fish
Number of Total
Recovery Tags Carcasses
Week . Jolly-Seber Jolly-Seber
recovered Handled Shaefer Estimate Estimate Estimate
1 0 6 0 32 32
2 1 24 33 159 164
3 4 104 339 319 315
4 19 182 304 504 534
5 42 409 478 364 349
6 93 457 580 402 372
7 52 289 421 198 171
8 26 143 281 60 86
9 24 111 226 155 128
10 2 30 122 -4 5
11 2 14 114 6 6
12 1 10 63 0 0
7 Shaefer (Fresh) Jolly-Seber (Fresh) | Jolly-Seber (All)
Total Estimate 2 961 2195 2163




Table 6. Maximum redd count for each riffle over the course of the escapement survey by section.

Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4
. Maximum # . Maximum # of . Maximum # of . Maximum # of
RIS ;x Re(ljjds X012 aXRe(ldes ° X012 aXRe(ldes ° RIS aXRe(ijds °
la 1 F1 10 K1 8 S1 5
Al 3 F2 9 K2 11 S2 3
Aln 5 F3 5 L1 6 S3 5
Als 6 GIN 1 L2 6 T1 1
A2 1 G1s 7 L3 4 T2 4
Bl 28 G2 6 M1 1 T3 2
B2 20 G3 4 M2 2 T4 4
B3 18 G4 2 N1 3 T5 4
C1 16 G4p 1 N2 5 Ul 5
C2 0 H1 3 N3 1 U2 2
C3 28 H2 7 N4 6 U3 0
D1 12 H3N 1 01 5 V1 4
D2 22 H3S 7 02 4 V2 0
D3 16 H4 2 03 6 V3 1
D4 13 H5 4 04 1 V4 2
D5 6 H6 4 05 5 w1 0
El 8 11 3 P1 0 W2 4
12 3 P2 7 W3 0
13 2 P3 7 X1 0
J1 2 P4 2 X2 0
J2 5 Q1 10
J3 4 Q2 5
J4 8 Q3 6
J5 2 R1 4
R2 2
R3 5
Subtotal 203 102 122 46
Total
Redds R
Table 7. Grilse composition of Chinook salmon.
Male Female Male (n=235) F_emale (n=349)
Adclip Natural Adclip Natural
Grilse 7% 3% 5% 12% 1% 4%
(n=40) (n=19) (n=12) (n=28) (n=4) (n=15)
Adult 33% 57% 17% 66% 19% 75%
(n=195) (n=330) (n=39) (n=156) (n=67) (n=263)




Table 8. Distribution of scale samples collected by section and week for natural and adipose fin
clipped salmon.

Week EEEl Weekly Total
1 2 3 4
1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0 0
5 4 0(1) 0 0 5
6 12(3) 1 0 0 16
7 12(7) 2(1) 1(2) 0 25
8 28(12) 5 2(2) 2 51
9 24(7) 4(3) 2(2) 0 42
10 14(3) 5 2 2 26
11 7 1 0 2 10
12 5 0 1 1 7
13 1 1 0 1 3
Section Totals 139 24 14 8 185

Parenthesis indicate number of samples from adipose fin-clipped carcasses.

Table 9. Distribution of heads collected from Chinook salmon.

Week SEEEll Weekly Total
1 2 3 4
1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0 0
5 0 1 0 0 1
6 13 0 0 0 13
7 19 1 2 0 22
8 36 2 4 0 42
9 22 6 5 0 33
10 9 0 1 0 10
11 1 0 0 0 1
12 0 0 0 0 0
13 0 0 0 0 1
Section Totals 101 10 12 0 123

Heads were taken only from adipose fin-clipped carcasses.



Table 10. Distribution of DNA samples collected from natural and adipose fin clipped salmon.

Week SEEEll Weekly Total
1 2 3 4
1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0 0
5 0 0 1 0 1
6 5 (1) 0 0 0 6
7 11 (5) 3 2 (1) 0 22
8 12 (4) 3 2 1 22
9 9 2 1 1 13
10 3 9 3 4 19
11 11 2 0 3 16
12 1 0 0 0 1
13 0 0 0 0 0
Section Totals 62 19 10 9 100

Parenthesis indicate number of samples from adipose fin-clipped carcasses.
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Figure 2. Fresh carcass indicated by clear eye.

Figure 3. Fungus covered skeleton.



Figure 4. Two skeletons showing varied degrees of decomposition and a fresh carcass.
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Figure 5. Live fish observation, redd, and total carcass weekly counts. Total carcasses includes all
tagged carcasses and skeletons.
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Figure 9. Contribution of natural female, adipose clipped female, natural male, and adipose fin
clipped male to the 2003 Tuolumne River escapement.
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Figure 11. Length frequency histogram of adipose fin clipped male Chinook salmon.
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Figure 13. Length frequency histogram of adipose fin clipped female Chinook salmon.
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Figure 14. Average daily flow in the Tuolumne River (cubic feet per second) at the Modesto, and
La Grange gauges. Preliminary data obtained from California Data Exchange Center (CDEC)
website.
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Figure 15. Average daily temperature (°C) in the Tuolumne River at Hickman Bridge , RM 37.1,
Turlock State Recreation Area, RM 41.8, Riffle D2, RM 48.9, and Riffle 1A, RM 53.0.
Temperatures where obtained from thermograph data collected by CDFG.
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Figure 16. Weekly live salmon counts for the Tuolumne River escapement survey. Flow (cfs) at La
Grange guage, temperatures from CDFG monitoring sites, maximum thermal limit.
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INTRODUCTION

The San Joaquin fall-run Chinook salmon is currently a candidate species under the Federal and State
Endangered Species Acts. Population levels in the Tuolumne River have declined in the latter half of the
20™ century from a high of approximately 130,000 returning adults in 1944 (Fry 1961) to a low of 77 in
1991 (Neillands et al. 1993). Population levels increased to 7,916 in 1998 (Heyne 1998), 7,685 in 1999
(Heyne 2000), 17,873 in 2000 (Vasques 2001) and 9,222 in 2001 (CDFG 2001), indicating a slight
recovery period. Current levels are once again declining from 7,125 in 2002 (Blakeman 2003) and 2,163
in 2003 (Blakeman 2004) with this years estimate continuing this trend. The decline of the species is
believed to be caused by many factors. In general, reduction of spawning and rearing habitat and stream
flow management practices are thought to be the major factors limiting overall population numbers.
Numerous additional factors including but not limited to predation, streambed alteration, pump diversion,
gravel mining, land use practices, and ocean angler harvest contribute to a web of complex population
dynamics which effect population numbers within the habitat currently available to Tuolumne River

Chinook salmon.

The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) has conducted escapement surveys on the
Tuolumne River since 1940 (Fry 1961). The Schaefer mark recapture escapement estimation model
(Schaefer 1951) has been utilized since 1971. The 2003 escapement survey used the Jolly-Seber (Seber
1973) escapement model as well as reporting Schaefer estimates. The 2004 escapement estimate once
again used the Schaefer model but will continue to report Jolly-Seber estimate. Beginning in 1992,
CDFG escapement surveys have been utilized as part of the New Don Pedro FERC Project No. 2299

license monitoring program and annual reporting.

The primary objectives of the Tuolumne River escapement survey are to:

Estimate the escapement of fall run Chinook salmon on the Tuolumne River.

o Collect fork length and sex data.

e Collect scale and otolith samples with which to conduct age determination analysis and
subsequent cohort analysis.

e Collect and analyze coded wire tag data from marked hatchery fish.

o Evaluate the distribution of salmon redds through the study area.

e Collect DNA samples for storage at the CDFG Salmonid Tissue Archive for subsequent analysis.



STUDY AREA

Approximately 26.5 river miles were surveyed during the Tuolumne River escapement survey in 2004
(Figure 1). The survey area was divided into 4 sections with Section 1 being the upstream most reach.
Section 1, also referred to as the primary spawning reach, extends from riffle 1a at river mile 52.0 near La
Grange Dam downstream to Basso Bridge at river mile 47.5. Section 2 extends from Basso Bridge down
to the Turlock Lake State Recreation Area (TLSRA) at river mile 41.9. Section 3 covers the area between

TLSRA and riffle S1 at river mile 34. Section 4 extends downstream to Fox Grove (river mile 26).

All riffles in the study area have been identified and mapped using a Trimble GPS unit and the GIS
computer program ArcView. Each riffle has been systematically re-named upstream to downstream using
sequential letter/number designations for river mile and riffle number, respectively. For example, the first
riffle surveyed below La Grange Dam in the first river mile (51) is named Al. The riffle immediately
below La Grange Dam (riffle 1a) is surveyed by foot and only redd and fish counts are made. This
numbering system is a departure from the historical riffle numbering system. However, the new riffle
identification system is more logical and is more conducive to editing as river morphology changes. The

riffle identification cross-reference is located in Table 1.

METHODS

Population Estimation

The Schaefer (1951) and Jolly-Seber (Seber 1972) mark recapture models were used to estimate fall
salmon escapement on the lower Tuolumne River. These methods utilize marked and subsequently
recovered carcasses during weekly surveys of the spawning reach. A ratio of marked to unmarked fish is
used to calculate weekly population estimates, which are then summed to estimate the total spawning
population. The CDFG began the survey on 4 October 2004 (Week 1) and concluded on 6 January 2005
(Week 14). Carcasses were tagged for the first 12 weeks. Weeks 13 and 14 no carcasses were tagged,
these were strictly carcass recovery weeks. During the two recovery weeks, carcasses were collected and

examined for jaw tags and all carcasses collected were chopped in half.

All carcasses encountered were handled during weekly drift boat surveys of the study area. Carcasses
were gaffed as the sampling crew drifted past and held in the boat until the end of the riffle and adjacent
downstream pool. Subsequent to drifting the riffle and downstream pool the riverbanks were walked to

collect carcasses that could not be seen or collected from the drift boat. Every carcass handled was



designated as fresh, decayed, skeleton or recovery, depending on the degree of decomposition or the
presence of an aluminum jaw tag in the case of recoveries. The fresh carcass designation criteria during
2003 was at least one clear eye (Figure 2). Decayed fish had cloudy eyes. Skeletons were carcasses
judged to be in an advanced state of decay and unlikely to have the same probability of recapture as fresh
and decayed specimens. Criteria for skeleton designation during the 2003 survey included the presence of
fungus covering the entire body at the freshest end of skeleton designation (dead approximately one

week) to actual skeletons at the most decayed end (Figures 3 and 4).

All fresh and decayed carcasses were given a unique number by attaching a numbered aluminum tag to
the lower jaw. These newly tagged carcasses were redistributed to river current near the lower end of the
riffle for recovery in subsequent weeks. For tag recoveries, the unique tag number was noted and the
carcass was chopped and returned to the river. All skeletons were enumerated, chopped, and returned to
the river to avoid double counting. Estimates were made using the Schaefer (1951) equation as presented
in Ricker (1975) and also using the Jolly-Seber equation (Seber 1973). Law (1994) found in simulations
of various models, using a similar protocol as this survey, that the Peterson model (see Ricker, 1975)
drastically over estimated, while the Schaefer model consistently overestimated the population and the
Jolly-Seber model most accurately estimated the population. Therefore, Peterson’s model was not used in

this analysis and estimates using the Schaefer and Jolly-Seber models will be reported.

Weekly Fish Distribution and Redd Counts

Weekly live fish observation and redd counts were conducted during the survey (Table 2, Figure 5).
These counts are conducted for each riffle and pool using the riffle identification system noted earlier.
Counts are made using tally counters as field crews drifted through riffles and pools. For consistency the

same observer was used each week to make live fish and redd counts.

Individual Fish Data Collection

Fork length (to the nearest 1 centimeter) and sex data are collected for all tagged carcasses. Scale and
otolith samples are collected from a percentage of specimens to determine the size and age composition of
annual spawning runs. Coded wire tags (CWTSs) are collected from hatchery produced, marked (adipose
fin clipped), carcasses as part of long term survival testing of releases of marked outmigrating smolts.
This also allows for determining the incidence of straying from other river systems. CWT specimens are
also used to validate scale and otolith age determination work. Genetic samples: caudal, dorsal, or
pectoral fin clips were collected, and delivered to the CDFG Salmonid Tissue Archive at the end of the

survey. Scale and otolith samples were collected from both wild and CWT carcasses and are catalogued



at the CDFG La Grange Field Office. CWTs and otoliths are collected via removal of the head minus the
lower jaw. Extraction and analysis of otoliths and CWTs is conducted after the spawning season. All
fish samples are catalogued by the fish’s unique jaw tag number, which allows the samples to be tracked

to the specific data and riffle number of collection.

RESULTS

Population Estimate

Based on the Schaefer model using all tagged fish and recoveries the 2004 escapement estimate was
1,634 salmon. The Jolly-Seber model using all tagged fish yielded an estimate of 1,532. Past estimates
from carcass surveys conducted by CDFG have utilized the Schaefer model using only fresh tagged
carcasses despite Law’s (1994) findings that including all carcasses (fresh and decayed) only slightly
effect the estimate for all models. Schaefer and Jolly-Seber estimates using only fresh fish in 2004 were
1,693 and 1,519, respectively. The Schaefer model utilizes the number of recoveries of tagged carcasses,
the total number of tagged fish, and the total number carcasses handled each week to generate weekly
escapement estimates (Table 3). Weekly estimates are summated to estimate total escapement over the
course of the survey. Table 4 shows the total number tagged each week in relation to the number of
recoveries made in subsequent weeks. Weekly estimates are presented in Table 5. Weekly cumulative
Schaefer and Jolly-Seber estimates are graphed in Figure 6. The fresh tagged recovery rate was 63.6%

which is slightly lower than the overall recovery rate of 65.4%.

Weekly Counts

Live fish counts increased steadily, peaked in week 6 , and declined steadily through the remainder of the
survey (Table 2, Figure 5). Carcass counts exhibited a similar incline, peak, and decline which were
offset from live counts by about two weeks. The carcass count peaked in week 8. Redd counts increased

through week 7 when the total number of observations was 455.

Spawning Distribution

The results of total weekly redd counts clearly indicate that the majority (greater than 53%) of spawning
activity is concentrated in the riffles of Section 1 (Figures 7 and 8). The maximum number of redds
counted in a particular riffle over the course of the season are listed in Table 6. The maximum redd count
represents the redd count made when external factors like visibility were at optimum conditions. During
the 2004 survey 262, 85, 106, and 38 maximum redds were counted for sections 1 through 4 respectively
(Figure 7).



Population Composition

Coded wire tagged fish comprised 18% of the total tagged carcasses based on the ratio of adipose fin
clipped fish to total tagged carcasses (Table 3). Skeletons were not checked for adipose fin clips due to
their advanced state of decomposition. However, it is likely that ratios calculated for tagged fish are
representative for skeletons as well. The total contributions (tagged fish only) to the spawning population
were 36% for natural males, 5% for CWT males, 47% for natural females, and 12% for CWT females
(Figure 9). CWT verification and tag reading will be conducted at a later date therefore all CWT data

presented here are preliminary.

Length frequency histograms of male and female fish (both natural and CWT) display bimodal peaks
(Figures 10 - 13). The first peaks are likely grilse (age 1 and 2 fish) and the second peaks are likely adult
(age 3, 4, and 5 year fish). Total grilse composition was 37% of the Tuolumne River escapement
estimate. Breakpoints between grilse and adult were determined from basin wide fork length data.
Breakpoints used were 66 cm for natural females, 63 cm for adipose fin clipped females, 74 cm for

natural males and 70 cm for ad-clipped males. Further breakdown of grilse is presented in Table 7.

Sample Collection

Scales and otolith samples were collected from both natural and adipose fin clipped fish. DNA samples
were collected from non ad-clipped fish. Samples were collected throughout the survey period and survey
area (Tables 8, 9 and 10). Distribution of sampling is intended to best represent the spawning population
over time, space, and origin. Scale and otolith samples will be utilized in the CDFG age determination
program and for subsequent cohort analysis of San Joaquin River Basin Chinook salmon populations.

Ninety-five DNA samples were collected and delivered to the CDFG Salmonid Tissue Archives.

Egg Production Estimate

An estimate of egg production by the 2004 fall run Chinook salmon is done using the relationship of fork
length to fecundity. The relationship was developed using 48 San Joaquin fall run Chinook females
ranging from fork length 62.5 to 94.0 cm (Loudermilk et al. 1990). The number of eggs was calculated
for natural females (n=245, average FL=72.2) and CWT females (n=65, average FL=75.8) and then
expanded to the entire estimate. Natural females made up 47% of the 2004 estimate and produced

approximately 4,074,180 eggs. Adipose fin clipped females (12%) produced approximately 1,149,869
eggs.



Tuolumne River Flows

Tuolumne River flows at the La Grange gage ranged from approximately 167cfs to 495cfs during the
2004 spawning season (Figure 14). To attract fish into the Tuolumne from the San Joaquin River and
improve spawning habitat a pulse flow was initiated on 26 October 2003. Flow increased to
approximately 490cfs on 27 October 2003 and was reduced to approximately 200cfs on 30 October 2003

and then further decreased to about 175cfs for the remainder of the spawning season.

Tuolumne River Temperature
Water temperatures are recorded in several locations throughout the spawning reach using data loggers

placed and maintained by CDFG. Three sites are plotted in Figure 15.

DISCUSSION

Spawning Distribution

Redd counts are strongly affected by time of day, visibility, sunlight , wind rippling the water surface,
redd superimposition, and other physical factors as well as the natural variability between observers.
Furthermore, redd counts are conducted with a single pass as opposed to an intensive systematic approach
beyond the scope of this study. In the primary spawning riffles of Section 1 the problem of redd
superimposition is acute and leads to undercounting. On the other hand, redds in Section 2, 3, and 4 are
easily delineated as clean patches of freshly worked gravel among patches of darker undisturbed gravel.
In these sections redd counts are accurate indicators of spawning density. For these reasons, the disparity
between spawning density in Section 1 versus Sections 2, 3, and 4 is likely greater than displayed in
Figures 10 and 11.

Population Estimate

The 2004 tag recovery rate of 65.4% is the highest reported since the 2000 recovery rate of 41.7%
(Vasques 2001). From 2001 to 2003 recovery rates have been relatively high ranging from 55.3% to
64.4%. The difference in recovery rates is likely a function of the difference in stream flow between
2000, (over 300cfs) and 2001 - 2004, (under 200cfs). Stream flow dynamics affects the likelihood of
collecting carcasses in that it effects both how carcasses are distributed in the system and the effectiveness
in recovering carcasses by field crews. During the lower flows encountered during the 2002 - 04 surveys
carcasses were easily visible and the lower flows allowed for collection in specific locations which were
too deep or too swift to survey in 2000. Furthermore, the banks of riffles were walked in an effort to

collect carcasses that could not be seen or collected during the initial float through the riffle and



subsequent pool. During 2000 bank efforts were not nearly so extensive. The Tuolumne River
escapement estimate for 2004 of 1,634 salmon is the lowest since the 2003 estimate of 2,163 and the 1996

estimate of 4,550 salmon.

Population Composition

Coded wire tagged fish comprised 17 % of the total tagged carcasses based on the ratio of adipose fin
clipped fish to total tagged carcasses (Table 3). Skeletons were not checked for adipose fin clips due to
their advanced state of decomposition. However, it is likely that ratios calculated for tagged fish are
representative for skeletons as well. The total contributions (tagged fish only) to the spawning population
were 36% for natural males, 5% for adipose fin clipped males, 47% for natural females, and 12% for
adipose fin clipped females (Figure 9). CWT verification and tag reading will be conducted at a later date

therefore all CWT data presented here are preliminary.

Length frequency histograms of male and female fish (both natural and CWT) display bimodal peaks
(Figures 10,11,12 and 13). The first peaks are likely grilse (age 1 and 2 fish) and the second peaks are
likely adult (age 3, 4, and 5 year fish). Total grilse composition was 37 % of the Tuolumne River
escapement estimate. Breakpoints between grilse and adult were determined from basin wide fork length
data and applied to Tuolumne River fork length data to determine grilse composition. Breakpoints used
were 66 cm for natural females, 63 cm for adipose fin clipped females, 74 cm for natural males and 70 cm
for adipose fin clipped. Further breakdown of grilse is presented in Table 7. Grilse made up 57% of all

males with 53% being natural males.

Tuolumne River Flows

Low dissolved oxygen levels in the San Joaquin River are believed to be a barrier for fall-run salmon
migrating up the San Joaquin stem to spawn in the Merced, Tuolumne and Stanislaus Rivers. A fall pulse
flow regime has been developed to lower river temperatures and elevate levels of dissolved oxygen in the
San Joaquin River in order to attract salmon and prevent straying. Redd counts on the Tuolumne River
started in week 4 which coincided with temperatures dropping below the thermal limit of 13°C. The flow,

temperatures and observed redds are presented in Figure 15.

Tuolumne River Temperatures
Temperatures in the upper sections (Section 1 and 2) down to Tuolumne River State Recreation Area

(TRSRA, RM 41.7) remained below the maximum thermal limit of 13.3°C for most all of the spawning



season except for a few days in early October. This temperature is considered to be the upper thermal
limit for successful egg incubation (Myrick and Cech 1998). River temperatures at Turlock Lake State
Recreation Area Campground fell below the 13.3°C level in the beginning of November and coincided
with the first few redd observations in week 5 of the survey.



Table 1. Tuolumne River riffle identification cross-reference, 2004 to 2003.

Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4
New ID Old ID New ID Old ID New ID Old ID New ID Old ID
la la F1 F1 K1 K1 S1 S1
Al Al F2 F2 K2 K2 S2 S2
A2 A2 F3 F3 L1 L1 S3 S3
Bl Bl Gl G1S L2 L2 T1 Tl
B2 B2 None GIN L2N L2 T2 T2
B3 B3 G2 G2 L3 L3 T3 T3
C1 C1 G3 G3 M1 M1 T4 T4
C2 C2 G4 G4 M2 M2 T5 T5
C3 C3 H1 H1 N1 N1 Ul U1
D1 D1 H2 H2 N2 N2 u2 u2
D2 D2 H3N H3N N3 N3 U3 U3
D3 D3 H3S H3S N4 N4 V1 V1
D4 D4 H4 H4 01 01 V2 V2
D5 D5 H5 H5 02 02 V3 V3
El El H6 H6 03 03 V4 V4
11 11 04 04 W1 W1
12 12 05 05 W2 W2
13 13 P1 P1 W3 W3
J1 J1 P2 P2 X1 X1
J2 J2 P3 P3 X2 X2

J3 J3 P4 P4
J4 J4 Q1 Q1
J5 J5 Q2 Q2
Q3 Q3
R1 R1
R2 R2
R3 R3




Table 2. Total weekly counts of live fish, redds, and carcasses.

Week Live Redds Carcasses

1 6 0 0

2 39 0 0

3 26 0 0

4 157 13 1

5 591 176 1

6 618 353 34

7 528 455 290

8 379 422 391

9 189 325 238

10 130 232 119

11 63 131 99

12 35 51 32

13 14 16 13

14 2 2 6
Totals 2777 2176 1224

& Carcasses includes all tagged carcasses and skeletons but does not include recoveries.
Table 3. Weekly totals.
Week Total Tagged Skeletons Fresh_ Ve Fresh Tagged CWT's
Recoveries Counted
1 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 1 0 1 0 0
5 1 0 0 1 1 1
6 24 10 0 34 21 7
7 146 144 11 301 116 36
8 175 216 69 460 152 31
9 112 126 97 335 99 9
10 38 81 71 190 32 3
11 16 83 26 125 13 4
12 11 21 6 38 11 1
13 0 13 3 16 0 0
14 0 6 0 6 0 0
Totals 523 701 283 1507 445 92

YIncludes only fish that were deemed fresh when tagged.
%Includes total tagged, skeletons, and fresh recoveries.




Table 4. Distribution of all tagged fish, tag week versus recovery week.

Tag Week of Recovered Tags

Recovery
Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 Weekly Total
2 0 0
3 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0
5 0 0 0 0 0
6 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 0 0 0 0 0 13 13
8 0 0 0 0 0 1 88 89
9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 107 116
10 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 13 61 76
11 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 8 19 33
12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 3 10
13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 5
14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rec'g\'/'eies 0 0 0 0 0 14 | 100 | 126 | 71 | 25 4 2 342
nggfd 0 0 0 0 1 24 | 146 | 175 | 112 | 38 16 1 RC;‘C’g\';‘;"r'y
Carcasses
Percent 1 900 | 00 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 58.3 | 685 | 72.0 | 63.4 | 65.8 | 25.0 | 18.2 65.4%
Recovery
Table 5. Weekly Schaefer and Jolly-Seber estimates.
Number of Total
Tags Carcasses Schaefer Jolly-Seber
Week Recovered Handled Estimate Estimate
1 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0
5 1 11 3 55
6 24 144 94 46
7 146 216 386 220
8 175 126 472 370
9 112 81 442 354
10 38 83 141 357
11 16 21 96 59
12 11 19 0 71
13 0 0 0 0
14 0 0 0 0
Total Estimate 1634 1532




Table 6. Maximum redd count for each riffle over the course of the escapement survey by section.

Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4
Maximum Maximum Maximum Maximum
Riffle Redd count Riffle Redd count Riffle Redd count Riffle Redd count
1A 10 F1 13 K1 9 S1 2
Al 10 F2 4 K2 9 S2 2
A2 1 F3 5 L1 5 S3 6
Bl 17 Gl 5 L2 6 T1 0
B2 40 G2 2 L3 8 T2 4
B3 19 G3 1 M1 0 T3 3
C1 46 G4 1 M2 2 T4 4
C2 0 H1 2 N1 5 T5 1
C3 38 H2 4 N2 5 Ul 4
D1 8 H3 3 N3 3 U2 3
D2 30 H4 3 N4 5 U3 1
D3 1 HS5 4 01 2 V1 2
D4 35 H6 6 02 1 V2 0
D5 4 11 4 03 2 V3 0
El 3 12 4 04 0 V4 1
13 3 05 6 W1 0
J1 3 P1 0 W2 2
J2 3 P2 4 W3 1
J3 4 P3 6 X1 0
J4 5 P4 1 X2 0
J5 6 Q1 10
Q2 3
Q3 8
R1 4
R2 0
R3 2
Subtotal 262 85 106 36
Total 523
Table 7. Grilse composition of Chinook salmon.
Male Female : Male (n=235) _Female (n=349)
Adclip Natural Adclip Natural
Grise | (B0 | ergy | 4% =9 | 53%(=113) | 1% (=) | 23%(=7)
adut | OO | D | 9% =18 | s4%@=78) | 20%(n=63) | 56% (=173




Table 8. Distribution of scale samples collected by section and week for natural and adipose fin
clipped salmon.

Week Section
1 2 3 4 Weekly Totals
1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0] 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0 0
5 0 0 0(1) 0 1
6 8(3) 1 0 0 12
7 48(16) 4(1) 3 0 72
8 65(15) 3 4 2 89
9 39(3) 5 17 3(1) 68
10 17(1) 5 10(1) 2(1) 37
11 5(4) 0 6 1 16
12 3(1) 1 3 3 11
13 0 0 0 0 0
14 0] 0 0 0 0
Totals 228 20 45 13 306
Parenthesis indicate number of samples from adipose fin-clipped carcasses.
Table 9. Distribution of heads collected from Chinook salmon.
Week Section
1 2 3 4 Weekly Totals
1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0 0
5 0 0 1 0 1
6 6 1 0 0 7
7 33 2 1 0 36
8 31 0 0 0 31
9 6 2 0 1 9
10 1 0 1 1 3
11 4 0 0 0 4
12 1 0 0 0 1
13 0 0 0 0 0
14 0 0 0 0 0
82 5 3 2 92

Heads were taken only from adipose fin-clipped carcasses.



Table 10. Distribution of DNA samples collected from non adipose clipped salmon.

Week Section
1 2 3 4 Weekly Totals

1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0 0
5 0 0 0 0 0
6 2 0 0 0 2
7 6 1 1 0 8
8 20 2 5 0 27
9 14 5 0 0 19
10 7 2 9 2 20
11 3 0 5 1 9
12 3 1 3 3 10
13 0 0 0 0 0
14 0 0 0 0 0

55 11 23 6 95




¥
S
R Modesto
O

" Don Pedro
Area Map 9% Reservoir
% Modesto
Z Reservoir D
%o; %“281 ) La Grange
T o M 50.5-47 .4)
4 Cre /S,@J' Section 3 Ri/lmsz' 2
% Yosemite Blvd R (RM 42.0-34.0) 5 :
[s) N\ g | SectionA
(o7 % Tuolumne RiVer E (RM 52.0-50.5)
(///7 Section 5 ol o
’p . (RM 26.4-24.1) o Section 4 >
z Q;\\l er o (RM 34.0-26 4) -
ke olum QQ’ \%/)/‘ 39 (Spfﬁﬁv" ,3—42.0)
A D) Turlock
»® Lake
4 0 4 8 Miles
—" —
. California
Figure 1. Salmon survey study areas, @ Department
lower Tuolumne River. of Eish & Game
Prepared by: Gerald Hatler 01/18/2000




Figure 2. Fresh carcass indicated by clear eye.

Figure 3. Fungus covered skeleton.



Figure 4. Two skeletons showing varied degrees of decomposition and a fresh carcass.
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Figure 5. Live fish observation, redd, and total carcass weekly counts. Carcasses include all tagged

carcasses and skeletons.



2004 Cumulative Escapement Estimates
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Figure 6. Weekly cumulative Schaeffer and Jolly-Seber escapement estimates.
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Figure 9. Contribution of natural female, adipose clipped female, natural male, and adipose fin
clipped male to the 2003 Tuolumne River escapement.
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SPAWNING SURVEY SUMMARY UPDATE

1. INTRODUCTION

The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) have conducted fall-run Chinook salmon
spawning surveys on the Tuolumne River since 1971 as required under the cooperative fish study
program for the Don Pedro Project FERC license. TID/MID (1992) reviewed the 1971-1988
period and TID/MID (1997) summarized the 1989-1995 period. This report updates TID/MID
(2004) and summarizes the 1971-2004 period, including new data for 2003 and partial data for
2004. Sections with missing 2004 data will be completed when CDFG provides the required
data.

2. SUMMARY UPDATE
2.1 Population Estimates, Sex Composition, and Potential Eggs

Population estimates for each year are in Table 1 and Figure 1. Estimates for the Tuolumne River
and the San Joaquin basin are available since1940 (Table 2). Tuolumne salmon runs for the
1971-2004 period have ranged from less than 100 salmon in 1990 and 1991 to 40,300 fish in
1985. The 2004 run estimate was about 1,900 using the adjusted Petersen estimate and 1,693
using the modified Schaefer estimate (Blakeman, 2005), the lowest number since 1995.

The percentage of females in the 1971-2004 runs has ranged from 25% in 1983 to 67% in 1978
(Figure 2). The years with less than 40% females had runs containing a large percentage of 2-
year-old males. 2004 had about 59% females in the run that was about the same as 2003, which
had about 60%.

The estimated number and average size of females were used to estimate the potential egg
deposition for the run. Beginning in 1981, the potential egg deposition for each year has been
estimated. This is based on a formula from CDFG Los Banos trap data collected in 1988 using a
female size to egg number relationship. These potential egg deposition values have ranged from
145,000 in 1991 to 128.6 million in 1985 (Figure 3, Table 3). The estimated 2004 potential egg
number was about 6.1 million based on approximately 1,127 females with an average fork length
of 73.0 cm.

2.2 Spawning Distribution and Timing

The highest number of redds counted for each riffle was summarized each year for the 1981-2004
period (Table 4). The patterns from redd counts shows the most heavily used riffles are usually
found in the upper river, upstream of Basso Bridge (RM 47.5). For the period of years from
1981-2004, this upper reach of river (4.5 miles) averaged 44.3% of the total number of redds. In
2003, about 43% of the total number of redds counted were in this reach and in 2004 about 54%.
Sections 2-4, averaged about 25%, 23%, and 8% respectively for the same period of years and
section 5 was only surveyed in 1988 and 1989. Changes in personnel conducting the surveys and
survey conditions could account for some uncertainty in yearly comparisons of redd count data.

2004 Spawning Survey Summary Update 1 March 2005



The first reported arrival of salmon at the La Grange powerhouse area has been noted since 1981
(Table 5). Although this is not a definitive record for arrival timing, it provides some information
on the variation in the onset of the runs. For the 1981-2004 period, the earliest arrival date was
05SEPO1 and the latest date was 06NOV91 (Figure 4). The arrival date for 2004 was 290CT
although salmon had been observed downstream during the first week (040CT) of the 2004
Tuolumne spawning surveys.

The earliest date of peak weekly live count for the 1971-2004 period was 31OCT 96 and the
latest peak was 27NOV72 with a median date of 12 NOV (Table 5). The 2004 run had a peak
live count of 718 salmon during the week of 08 NOV.

2.3 Length Frequency Distribution and Age Class Composition

Fork length measurements have been recorded for carcasses since 1981. The size distribution is
different for males and females with males typically being longer than females of the same age.
Generally, the average length of all males is longer than of all females with the exception of years
that have a high proportion of 2-year-olds, which are mostly males (Figure 5,Table 6).

Estimation of age-class composition based on visual examination of the length frequency
distribution of fresh measured carcasses was made for the 1981-2004 surveys (Table 7). These
imprecise estimates are made for comparative purposes and will be modified when age analysis of
scale and otolith samples collected by CDFG and lengths of known age hatchery fish become
available. The estimated female maximum fork lengths for ages two, three, and four were
typically about 65, 85, and 95 cm respectively. Male fork length maximums for ages two, three,
and four were 70, 90-95, and 105 cm, respectively. The most notable exceptions to the
age/length estimates occurred in 1983-1984 and 1997-2000 when ocean growth of salmon may
have been reduced due to EI Nifio (warm water) conditions that affected food resources.

Using these estimated age/length ranges, two-year-olds dominated the 1981, 1983, 1984, 1987,
1992, and 1996 runs. The 1982, 1985, 1986, 1988-1991, 1993-1995, 1997, 2000, 2002 and 2003
runs were mostly three-year-olds (Figure 6). The 1998, 1999, and 2004 runs were estimated to
have fairly equal numbers of two and three-year-old salmon. Four-year-olds had not been the
most abundant age class in any year until 2001, but were estimated to be more than 10% of
the1986, 1989, 1990, and 1997-2004 runs. 2001 had the highest estimated percentage of four-
year-old salmon in the 1981-2004 study period. Five-year-olds are estimated to have comprised
from 0-5% of the runs.

2.4 Linear Regression Analysis of 2-year old salmon vs. following year 3-year olds

A linear regression analysis of the logarithmic values for all estimated 2-year old salmon and the
following year estimated 3-year olds resulted in an r? = .87 for the 1981-2003 period (excluding
the 1984 outlier). A similar analysis for estimated 2-year old female salmon only and the
following year estimated 3-year old females resulted in an r?= .84 (Figure 7). These analyses
indicate a high degree of correlation for both all 2-year old salmon and for 2-year old females
returning the following year as 3-year olds of that brood year.

2.5 Coded Wire Tagged Salmon
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Large numbers of coded wire tagged (CWT) hatchery salmon have been released into the
Tuolumne River or nearby San Joaquin River since 1986 as part of the Tuolumne River smolt
survival evaluations (Figure 8). The last CWT releases in the Tuolumne occurred in 2002. A
small percentage of these fish shed their tags but still have the external mark of a clipped adipose
fin. In addition, smaller numbers of untagged salmon have been released since 1995 as part of
the rotary screw trap evaluations (and other survival evaluations in 1998). Nearly all of these
artificially reared salmon have been from the Merced River Hatchery (TID/MID, 2003). Other
large releases of CWT salmon are made by CDFG in the Merced, Stanislaus, and San Joaquin
Rivers. In addition, CDFG releases large numbers of unmarked hatchery salmon in some years in
the Merced River.

From 1981 to 1986, the estimated proportion of adult CWT salmon in the run was less than 2%
(Figure 9). That proportion began increasing with the first return of 1986 CWT study fish in the
1987 run. Since 1989, the proportion of CWT salmon has generally ranged from 10-25% with
the exception of a higher percentage in 1990 and 1991 with runs of less than 100 salmon and with
a lesser percentage in the 2000 run. The 2003 run was estimated to have 21.0% CWT based on
the ratio of adipose clipped fish to total tagged carcasses and 17.6% CWT in 2004.

For the 1981-2004 period, the estimated humber of CWT in the runs ranged from a low of 0 in
1981 and 1982 to high of about 2175 in 2002 (Figure 9). The 2003 run was estimated to include
about 600 CWT fish and the 2004 run about 334. Most of the Tuolumne River CWT’s are of
Merced River Hatchery origin, specifically the Tuolumne River and south delta smolt study
releases (Figure 10, Table 8). The 2003 run had a large percentage of CWT’s that originated in
the south delta and Jersey Point releases similar to 2002. Unweighted returns from Tuolumne
River upper and lower smolt survival release groups have been roughly equal (Figure 11).
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TABLE 1. TUOLUMNE RIVER SPAWNING SALMON SURVEY COUNTS AND ESTIMATES, 1971-2004.

1)
(WEEKLY) (WEEKLY)

TAGGED CARCASSES MAXIMUM MAXIMUM

TOTAL % NUMBER NUMBER % LIVE REDD  ESTIMATED
YEAR CARCASSES FEMALE TAGGED RECOVERED RECOVERED COUNT COUNT RUN
1971 2,283 58 104 e 2,128 1,598 21,885
1972 537 52 105 e 349 423 5,100
1973 351 59 270 35 13.0 1,989
1974 90 55 84 7 8.3 1,150
1975 130 60 125 8 6.4 154 212 1,600
1976 336 51 330 61 18.5 241 312 1,700
1977 45 62 450
1978 116 67 35 2 9.0 e 81 119 1,300
1979 305 51 75 22 29.3 153 204 1,184
1980 248 61 74 30 40.5 112 117 559
1981 5,819 44 664 334 50.3 1,646 1,650 14,253
1982 2,135 60 293 123 42.0 530 1,111 7,126
1983 1,280 25 270 25 9.3 263 465 14,836
1984 3,841 34 693 201 29.0 1,084 1,143 13,689
1985 11,651 56 895 273 30.5 2,986 3,034 40,322
1986 2,463 48 456 172 37.7 1,123 1,250 7,288
1987 5,280 31 1,069 461 43.1 2,155 850 14,751
1988 3,011 60 2,171 1,316 60.6 1,066 1,936 6,349
1989 625 52 491 318 64.8 291 461 1,274
1990 37 32 30 14 46.7 44 42 96
1991 30 45 12 7 58.3 24 51 7
1992 55 43 47 26 55.3 49 38 132
1993 187 61 169 96 56.8 94 215 431
1994 215 50 185 110 59.5 226 264 513
1995 461 54 415 175 42.2 270 174 928
1996 1,301 35 1,186 369 31.1 636 216 4,362
1997 1,520 59 1,056 253 24.0 1,258 716 7,548
1998 2,712 51 2,170 679 31.3 1,058 448 8,967
1999 3,980 46 2,375 1,398 58.9 1,403 404 7,730
2000 6,884 63 2,162 870 40.2 3,269 2,104 17,873
2001 5,400 54 1,170 717 61.3 1,865 1,251 9,222
2002 4,702 54 1,283 826 64.4 1,366 478 7,125
2003 1,489 60 585 328 56.1 463 349 2,961
2004 1,224 59 523 344 65.8 718 455 1,900

(1) Redd counts were taken from TID/MID summary tables after 1980; redd counts for 1986 partially based on
aerial photographs taken on 26 November 1986.

e - estimated



Table 2. SAN JOAQUIN BASIN CHINOOK SALMON SPAWNING STOCK ESTIMATES (in 1000's of fish)

Year STANISLAUS| TUOLUMNE| MERCED MERCED MERCED|  Trib. Total| SJRIVER Basin Total Event
(river) (hatchery) (total)
1939 5.00 No tributary estimates
1940 3.00 122.00 1.00 126.00 126.00
1941 1.00 27.00 1.00 29.00 9.00 38.00
1942 44.00 44.00 44.00 No Stan. or Merced estimates
1943 35.00 No tributary estimates
1944 130.00 130.00 5.00 135.00 No Stan. or Merced estimates
1945 56.00 No tributary estimates
1946 61.00 61.00 30.00 91.00 Friant Dam on San Joaquin River
1947 13.00 50.00 63.00 6.00 69.00
1948 15.00 40.00 55.00 2.00 57.00
1949 8.00 30.00 38.00 8.00 46.00
1950 0.50 Last SJ run; Early flood - no trib. estimates
1951 4.00 3.00 7.00 7.00 Tracy Pumping Plant, No Merced estimate
1952 10.00 10.00 20.00 20.00
1953 35.00 45.00 0.50 80.50 80.50
1954 22.00 40.00 4.00 66.00 66.00
1955 7.00 20.00 27.00 27.00 No Merced estimate
1956 5.00 6.00 0.00 11.00 11.00
1957 4.00 8.00 0.40 12.40 12.40 Inland gill-netting banned
1958 6.00 32.00 0.50 38.50 38.50
1959 4.00 46.00 0.40 50.40 50.40 Drought
1960 8.00 45.00 0.40 53.40 53.40 Drought
1961 2.00 0.50 0.05 2.55 2.55 Drought
1962 0.30 0.20 0.06 0.56 0.56
1963 0.20 0.10 0.02 0.32 0.32 Lowest total of record
1964 4.00 2.10 0.04 6.14 6.14 First Old River fall rock barrier
1965 2.00 3.20 0.09 5.29 5.29
1966 3.00 5.10 0.04 8.14 8.14 New Exchequer Dam on Merced
1967 11.89 6.80 0.60 19.29 19.29
1968 6.39 8.60 0.60 15.59 15.59 State Pumping Plant
1969 12.33 32.20 0.60 45.13 45.13
1970 9.30 18.40 4.70 0.10 4.80 32.50 32.50 Merced River Hatchery
1971 13.62 21.89 3.45 0.10 3.55 39.06 39.06 New Don Pedro Dam on Tuolumne
1972 4.30 5.10 2.53 0.12 2.65 12.05 12.05
1973 1.23 1.99 0.80 0.20 1.00 4.22 4.22
1974 0.75 1.15 1.00 0.40 1.40 3.30 3.30
1975 1.20 1.60 1.70 0.40 2.10 4.90 4.90
1976 0.60 1.70 1.20 0.30 1.50 3.80 3.80 Drought
1977 0.00 0.45 0.35 0.20 0.55 1.00 1.00 Drought
1978 0.05 1.30 0.53 0.10 0.63 1.98 1.98 New Melones Dam on Stanislaus
1979 0.10 1.18 1.92 0.30 2.22 3.50 3.50
1980 0.10 0.56 2.85 0.16 3.01 3.67 3.67
1981 1.00 14.25 9.49 0.92 10.42 25.67 25.67
1982 7.13 3.07 0.19 3.26 10.39 10.39 No Stanislaus estimate
1983 0.50 14.84 16.45 1.80 18.25 33.58 33.58
1984 11.44 13.69 27.64 211 29.75 54.88 54.88
1985 13.47 40.32 14.84 1.21 16.05 69.85 69.85
1986 6.50 7.40 6.79 0.65 7.44 21.34 21.34
1987 6.29 14.75 3.17 0.96 4.13 25.17 25.17 Drought
1988 10.21 6.35 4.14 0.46 4.59 21.15 2.30 23.45 Drought
1989 151 1.28 0.35 0.08 0.43 3.21 0.33 3.54 Drought
1990 0.48 0.10 0.04 0.05 0.08 0.66 0.28 0.94 Drought
1991 0.39 0.08 0.08 0.04 0.12 0.59 0.18 0.77 Drought
1992 0.26 0.13 0.62 0.37 0.99 1.37 0.00 1.37 Drought; Electric barrier on SIR
1993 0.68 0.47 1.27 0.41 1.68 2.83 0.00 2.83 Start of Annual Physical barrier on SJIR
1994 1.03 0.51 2.65 0.94 3.59 5.13 0.00 5.13
1995 0.62 0.83 1.96 0.58 2.54 3.99 0.00 3.99
1996 0.17 4.36 3.29 1.14 4.43 8.96 0.00 8.96
1997 5.59 7.15 271 0.95 3.66 16.39 0.00 16.39 Prelim. estimates
1998 3.09 8.91 3.29 0.80 4.09 16.09 0.00 16.09 Prelim. estimates
1999 4.35 8.23 3.13 1.64 4.77 17.35 0.00 17.35 Prelim. estimates
2000 11.00 17.87 11.00 2.00 13.00 41.87 0.00 41.87 Prelim. estimates
2001 6.00 9.25 9.20 1.30 10.50 25.75 0.00 25.75 Prelim. estimates
2002 6.90 7.13 7.90 1.80 9.70 23.73 0.00 23.73 Prelim. estimates
2003 4.50 2.85 2.90 0.50 3.40 10.75 0.00 10.75 Prelim. estimates
2004 4.40 1.90 4.00 1.00 5.00 11.30 0.00 11.30 Prelim. estimates
2005
(1940 Stan. and Merced, and 1941 Stan., Tuol., and Merced, are partial counts)
Average:
1940-2004 5.50 17.14 3.69 25.44 5.95 26.46
1940-1949 8.00 63.00 1.00 68.25 18.88 75.75 40's
1950-1959 10.78 23.33 0.97 34.76 0.50 34.76 50's
1960-1969 5.01 10.38 0.25 15.64 15.64 60's
1970-1979 3.12 5.48 1.82 0.22 2.04 10.63 10.63 70's
1980-1989 5.67 12.06 8.88 0.85 9.73 26.89 132 27.15 80's
1990-1999 1.66 3.08 1.90 0.69 2.59 7.34 0.05 7.38 90's
2000-2010 5.47 7.80 7.00 1.32 8.32 22.68 0.00 22.68 2000's
1967-1991 4.74 8.92 4.87 0.49 5.36 18.26 0.77 18.38 CVPIA baseline period
1973-2004 3.71 6.24 4.70 0.75 5.45 14.95 0.18 15.05 Post-New Don Pedro period




TABLE 3. Number and % of females in the Tuolumne River salmon runs, 1971-2003.

Estimate # of % Ave.FL  (Y) Potential egg
Year Run Female: females females Eggs pe deposition
(cm) female (millions)

1971 21,885 12,693 58
1972 5,100 2,652 52
1973 1,989 1,174 59
1974 1,150 633 55
1975 1,600 960 60
1976 1,700 867 51
1977 450 279 62
1978 1,300 871 67
1979 1,184 604 51
1980 559 341 61

1981 14,253 6,271 44 64.2 4034 25.30
1982 7,126 4,276 60 76.9 6046 25.85
1983 14,836 3,709 25 54.8 2544 9.44
1984 13,689 4,654 34 64.7 4113 19.14
1985 40,322 22,580 56 4.7 5697 128.65
1986 7,288 3,498 48 81.0 6696 23.42
1987 14,751 4,573 31 60.4 3431 15.69
1988 6,349 3,809 60 73.8 5548 21.14
1989 1,274 662 52 79.2 6410 4.25
1990 96 31 32 77.8 6189 0.19
1991 77 35 45 71.3 5159 0.18
1992 132 56 43 64.2 4034 0.23
1993 431 264 61 68.8 4762 1.26
1994 513 255 50 719 5254 1.34
1995 928 502 54 70.0 4953 2.49
1996 4,362 1,518 35 65.6 4255 6.46
1997 7,548 4,423 59 72.1 5285 23.38
1998 8,967 4,537 51 70.2 4983 22.61
1999 7,730 3,548 46 70.2 4983 17.68
2000 17,873 11,188 63 77.5 6141 68.71
2001 9,222 4,971 54 80.6 6632 32.97
2002 7,125 3,876 54 76.6 5998 23.25
2003 2,961 1,768 60 77.3 6109 10.80
2004 1,900 1,127 59 73.0 5428 6.12

Y=158.45(ave. FL females)-6138.91 based on 1988 Los Banos trap data



TABLE 4 TUOLUMNE RIVER SPAWNING SURVEYS - MAXIMUM REDD COUNTS BY RIFFLE

SECTION A (La Grange Dam to OLGB)
Aerial
Riffle 1981 1982 1983° 1984 1985° 1986 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995° 1996° 1997° 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Al 1
A2 1 1 1 0 0 3
A3 20 13 8 33 40 17 40 15 0 0 4 8 12 7 10 11 8 14 22 29 7 5 10
A4 20 12 21 29 28 23 0 2 0 0 0 1 4 9 8 12 11 3 32 39 5 6 10
A5 51 37 1 9 78 19 31 58 18 0 0 2 15 13 6 14 9 3 2 10 4 1 1
A6 1 11 4 14 8 14 5 5 0 1 0 1 4 5 9 1 0
A7 35 33 13 30 21 17 38 8 0 4 6 20 12 12 16 76 46 41 122 189 26 28 17
Total: 128 106 2 55 185 116 102 141 48 0 6 12 45 45 39 57 108 68 60 187 261 38 44 38]
Redd/Mile 985 815 15 423 1423 89.2 785 1085  36.9 0.0 4.6 9.2 346 346] 30.0 438 831 523 462 143.8 2008 29.2 338 29.2
Redd/1,000 ft* 170/ 141 003 073 245 154 135 187 064 0.00 008 016 0.60 060 052 076/ 143 090 080 248 346/ 0.50 058  0.50]
Percent of Total 8 10 0 5 6 12 0 12 7 8 0 12 23 18 14 17 17 11 11 9 7 12 5 9 8|
SECTION 1 (OLGB to Basso Bridge)
Aerial
Riffle 1981 1982 1983° 1984 1985° 1986 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995° 1996" 1997° 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
1A 72 83 10 103 278 85 120 56 116 59 6 7 9 43 28 20 28 54 39 43 241 132 41 20 40)
1B,C 5 54 0 15 73 4 5 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 7 17 15 23 83 71 32 18 19
2 77 63 6 77 150 47 100 35 138 47 1 5 1 16 15 13 37 126 35 54 212 187 35 16 46
3A 31 10 0 6 38 7 13 8 50 5 0 0 0 9 5 0 1 3 2 15 40 10 3 0 0
3B 10 36 0 33 102 14 25 32 19 9 0 0 1 0 4 4 9 53 41 72 240 254 44 40 46
4A 102 57 7 56 238 48 60 42 106 22 1 2 2 0 7 3 17 56 44 45 260 168 35 22 30
4B 40 38 1 36 219 36 65 44 72 24 1 1 3 8 8 4 16 52 37 43 319 174 38 29 36}
5A,B 173 126 2 32 132 19 40 26 51 15 0 1 1 2 12 4 10 43 30 46 108 80 13 14 7
Total: 510 467 110 358/ 1230 260 428 246 552 181 10 16 17 78 79 48 125 404 243 341 1503 1076 241 159 224
Redd/Mile 204 186.8 44| 1432 492 104 1712 98.4| 220.8] 724 4 6.4 6.8 312 316 19.2 50 161.6] 97.2] 136.4 601.2 4304/ 96.4 63.6 89.6||
Redd/1,000 ft* 0.77{ 070/ 0.17, 054 185 039 0.64 037 083 027 002 0.02 003 012/ 0.12 007/ 019 061 036 051 226/ 162 036 0.24 0.34"
Percent of Total 30 42 24 31 41 27 38 29 29 31 17 31 32 31 25 21 36 41 38 50 53 50 32 34 46)




TABLE 4 (CONTINUED)

SECTION 2 (Basso Bridge to TLSRA)

Aerial
Riffle 1981 1982 1983° 1984 1985° 1986 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995° 1996° 1997° 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
6 28 27 8 30 46 12 15 13 15 9 0 0 1 7 12 7 12 5 0 0
7 71 17 8 57 147 27 50 37 75 20 0 1 1 15 16 9 10 67 28 43 92 30 6 10 13]
8A,B 9 8 0 16 48 13 20 4 16 4 1 2 0 5 10 9 5 14 11 16 191 55 15 14 9
9A,B 20 8 4 27 68 18 26 20 43 13 4 2 1 2 2 3 2 0
10 47 17 1 14 n n 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1
11A,B 6 3 1 12 41 10 6 19 6 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
12A,B 11 0 0 5 8 13 1 8 4 5 1 0 3 4 1 2 19 19 14 75 24 9 8 5i
13A 7 3 1 4 16 6 4 44 6 0 0 2 1 2 1 3 10 11 13 50 17 7 6 2
13B 22 9 1 42 77 4 12 26 " n 1 0 1 2 3 2 2 3 3 6 16 12 7 4 1
13C,D 4 17 1 8 7 2 11 3 3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 3 15 4 1 3 1
14 7 7 0 5 13 7 6 10 3 1 0 0 1 3 3 3 8 11 5 10 3 5 3 2
15 8 12 0 4 41 7 8 13 6 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 6 8 4 10 20 6 7 4
16N,S 8 2 0 17 8 9 9 18 9 0 0 0 2 5 1 2 15 10 12 49 42 19 8 3]
17A 15 26 0 10 18 12 7 20 5 0 0 0 4 3 1 4 5 8 8 6 6 2 3
17B,C 14 6 4 15 26 10 11 14 7 4 0 0 3 4 6 6 9 11 12 18 24 22 8 10)
18A,B 9 15 5 24 40 7 5 7 5 0 2 0 4 4 5 11 12 10 17 43 33 14 6 8|
19 20 17 5 25 34 12 7 14 5 0 0 0 1 4 2 3 15 9 6 8 0
20 27 9 0 8 5 6 3 11 5 0 0 0 2 2 0 1 (?) 0 3 1
21 14 8 1 17 29 6 8 12 4 2 0 0 2 3 1 3 27 10 3 22 11 6 2 3]
22N, (A,B) 7 7 0 8 13 5 4 5 4 0 0 0 3 1 2 5 8 9 2 15 22 14 7 6}
22S 9 10 0 7 14 4 3 " " 0 0 0 0 0 " "
23A 21 27 12 73 48 10 9 22 4 0 0 1 2 2 2 4 7 8 6 15
23B 16 19 0 " 127 " " " " 0 0 0 2 3 2 1 11 5 3 16 7 2 4 4
23C 38 28 10 " " 33 22 33 9 1 1 0 0 5 2 3 10 4 4 17 11 10 8 5i
23D 23 6 0 " " " " " " 1 0 0 0 2 1 3 25 7 6 32 11 6 2 6
Total: 461 308 180 428 874 233 271 216 402 130 21 9 7 61 95 61 84 272 180 183 710 333 155 102 85)
Redd/Mile 92.2 61.6 36| 856 1748 466 542 432 804 26 42 1.8 14 122 19 12.2 16.8) 544 36, 36.6 142 66.6 31 20.4 17
Redd/1,000 ft* 115/ 0.77] 045 1.07 218 058 067 054 100 032 0.05 002 0.02 015 024 015 021 0.68 045 046 177/ 083 039 025 021
Percent of Total 28 28 39 37 29 25 24 25 21 22 36 18 13 24 30 27 24 28 28 27 25 16 21 22 17




TABLE 4 (CONTINUED)

SECTION 3 (TLSRA TO Reed Gravel)

Aerial
Riffle 1981 1982 1983° 1984 1985" 1986 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995° 1996" 1997° 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
24AN,S 38 21 10 28 16 28 24 22 14 2 0 0 8 1 3 8 37 13 8 7 29 18 8 9
24B 12 0 0 7 39 A 2 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 ?) 20
25 23 28 1 18 41 24 1 1 7 0 0 0 2 1 3 4 13 15 6 27 21 13 1 9
26 21 17 6 21 31 20 18 17 12 3 1 2 3 5 5 5 11 12 6 30 19 9 6 5
27 17 7 2 8 29 9 1 17 6 2 0 1 2 3 4 2 9 9 2 28 20 12 6 6|
28A,B 11 14 16 13 37 13 4 17 5 0 0 0 1 2 2 1 4 1 20 7 7 7 10j
29 28 21 18 26 36 19 14 22 5 1 0 1 4 8 5 5 6 7 3 1 14 4 3 5|
30A 24 22 7 28 39 12 12 38 16 2 1 0 0 3 2 3 5 10 8 10 5 5
30B 18 21 18 14 19 10 13 A A 2 3 1 3 4 2 3 6 5 5
31 20 5 0 15 19 12 3 19 3 2 0 0 0 3 2 2 11 10 9 19 47 15 7 8
32A,B 46 4 0 2 28 4 6 20 4 2 2 0 2 2 0 6 2 1 7 10 2 5 2
33 15 1 2 11 33 11 7 16 7 0 1 0 0 1 2 12 5 2 16 24 9 11 3
34 17 9 0 6 26 10 8 4 5 0 0 1 0 12 0 5 0 3 7 4 5 6|
35A,B 27 3 0 10 14 14 10 26 7 0 1 0 0 7 4 10 11 5 51 17 6 0 0
36A 14 1 6 13 14 7 6 1 10 1 0 1 4 3 0 3 7 6 6 9 15 0 7 4
36B 4 5 A 0 18 7 5 15 0 0 2 0 4 2 3 4 4 5 1 11 19 8 7 6
37 12 0 0 1 4 9 15 3 4 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 4 3 1 7 8 10 2 1
38N,S 6 9 15 13 9 8 6 7 11 4 0 0 0 1 2 4 2 10 3 7 20 19 31 10 10j
39N,S 8 7 A 7 14 1 20 6 14 6 2 1 0 1 3 0 3 6 1
40N,S 14 0 A 9 39 25 20 9 14 12 0 0 0 1 4 0
41 7 4 A 5 1 5 20 9 33 4 0 1 0 2 3 1 2 6 6 2 5 12 7 5 3
42A.B 34 7 A 2 56 58 15 59 12 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 2 1 8 35 15 6 8
43A,B,C 6 5 0 1 33 4 0 2 0 0 0 7 6 3 2 3 2 10
44 7 2 0 1 A 13 4 3 4 0 0 0 1 1 0 8 7 20 4 4
45 9 5 2 6 A A A A A 0 0 0 1 2 3 2 ?) 5 13 4 2 0
46 2 0 0 0 0 9 2 32 2 2 0 0 2 1 2 1 2 5 3 7 10 6 5 2
[Total: 440]  218] 155] 265] 605/ 342] 365  209] 431 149 21 13 7 49 82 56 58] 171] 125 69 345] 361] 210] 122] 106
Redd/Mile 57.1] 283 20.1] 344 786 444 474 271 560 194 27 17 09 64 106 73 75 222 162| 9.0 448 469 273 158 13§
Redd/1,000 ft 061 030 022 037 084 048 051 029 060 021 003 002 001 007 011 008 008 024 017 010/ 048 050 029 0.17 0.5
Percent of Total 26 20 33 23 20 36 32 25 22 25 36 25 13 20 25 24 17 17 19 10 12 17 28 26 22




TABLE 4 (CONTINUED)

SECTION 4 (Reed Gravel to Fox Grove)
Aerial

Riffle 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985° 1986 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995° 1996" 1997° 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
47A,B 8 11 13 12 6 6 28 3 0 1 0 1 2 5 10
48A 17 A 1 2 2 17 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 6 3 4 7 7 5 2
488 0 A 0 2 3 A A 0 1 0 2 3 2 1 4 5 3 9 19 17 3 2
49A,B 4 A 1 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1
50 7 A 1 7 7 2 0 0 0 0 2 3 3 3 2 6 7 7 1 5 6
51 2 A 0 2 10 3 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 1 8
52A 9 A 3 3 74 16 0 0 1 3 1 2 6 4 2 4 8 3 4 1 0
528 13 A 0 2 A A 1 0 1 1 1 3 1 2 2 3 4 2 0 4 4
53 4 A 3 8 5 3 12 7 1 0 1 0 0 0 4 1 13 2 3
54 6 A 0 A 5 9 24 6 0 1 1 0 1 0 2 3 1 0 4 4
55 5 A 0 6 20 9 17 4 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 2 2 3 11 16 8 9 5
56 8 4 3 15 1 1 15 8 1 1 0 3 1 2 1 3 3 2 9 7 11 2 3
57 8 A 0 A 4 3 17 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
58 5 A 4 7 13 19 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 9 1
59 13 A 4 3 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 ?) 1 3 0
60N,S 7 A 1 6 8 62 2 0 1 5 4 3 0 2 1 3 7 11 12 4 2
61 1 A 0 0 0 18 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 ?) 2 9 10 0 0
62 2 A 0 0 0 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
63 6 A 0 3 0 10 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 7 4 3 1
64 9 A 0 4 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (?) 1 1 3 4 0 0
65 0 A 3 0 14 2 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 0 2 2 3 5 3 4 2
66N,S 1 A 0 0 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 2 8 0 1
67 2 A 0 0 5 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0
68 0 A 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total: 137 18 37| ~140 68 77] 376 76 6 7 10 17 21 25 19 26 31 31 102] 101] 111 46 36,
Redd/Mile 225 30, 61| 230 111 126 616 125 10 11 16 28 34 41 31 43 51 51 167 166 182 75 59
Redd/1,000 ft* 0.17 0.02] 005 017 0.08 0.9 046/ 009 001 001 001 002 003 003 002 003 004 004 012 012 014 006 0.04
Percent of Total 8 4 3 5 6 9 20 13 10 14 19 7 7 11 6 3 5 5 4 5 15 10 7l




TABLE 4 (CONTINUED)

SECTION 5 (Below Fox Grove)

Aerial
Riffle 1981 1982 1983° 1984 1985° 1986 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995° 1996° 1997° 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
69 1 0
70 0 0
71 0 0
72 5 0
73 9 3
74 2 0
75 9 0
76 1
7 0
78 0
Total: 26 4
Redd/Mile 9.6 1.5
Redd/1,000 ft* 011  0.02
Percent of Total 1 1
Aerial
1981 1982 1983° 1984 1985°| 1986 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994  1995° 1996° 1997° 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Grand Total 1676| 1099 465/ 1143] 3034 951 1132 850/ 1928 588 58 51 53 250 322 229 343 981 647 684, 2847 2132 755 473 489
# of Females 6300| 4200 3700, 4700 22600 3498/ 4600/ 3809 663 31 35 55 264 255 502 1518 4423 4537| 3548 11188 4980 3876 1768 1127
Females/Redd 3.8 3.8 8.0 4.1 7.4 3.1 5.4 2.0 1.1 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.1 0.8 2.2 4.4 45 7.0 5.2 3.9 2.3 5.1 3.7 2.3]
Flow (cfs) 230 420 620 500 350 230 230 210 100 220 130 130 160 270 175 300 400 350 320 390 370 180 193 252 190

Section A and 5 were not surveyed on a regular basis
Section riffle areas are estimated at 230 cfs.

A = Included in preceding number
a =1983 Redd counts were supplemented by aerial survey counts for sections 3 and 4.

In 1983, 261 stranded redds were also counted and are included in the totals for the sections.
b = 1985 Total redd count for section 4 was based on extrapolation of 1981 redd counts for the same riffles
¢ = 1995 Redd counts were unusually low considering the number of females.
d = 1996 surveys were terminated after first the week of December due to increase of flow to 5,000 cfs..

e = (?) Questionable counts that were omitted.

Poor visibility after Riffle 13C prevented a complete count after week 9.



Table 5. Tuolumne River salmon survey periods, peak live counts, and arrival dates.

Tuolumne Peak Live La Grange
Survey Period Peak Live Count Estimate / Pop.est. Powerhouse
Year Start Date End Date Date Number (x 1,000) (%) Observed Arrival
1940 26-Sep 02-Dec 04-Nov 5,447 122.0 4.5%
1941 21-Sep 18-Nov 13-Nov 2,807 27.0 10.4%
1942 13-Sep 30-Nov 01-Nov 3,386 44.0 7.7%
1944 30-Sep 30-Nov 06-Nov 10,039 130.0 7.7%
1946 11-Oct 20-Nov 04-Nov 6,002 61.0 9.8%
1957 05-Nov 03-Jan 8.0
1958 06-Nov 09-Jan 32.0
1959 03-Nov 01-Jan 46.0
1960 12-Nov 13-Jan 45.0
1961 0.5
1962 08-Nov 04-Jan 0.2
1963 10-Feb 0.1
1964 04-Nov 18-Dec 2.1
1965 19-Nov 12-Jan 3.2
1966 08-Nov 18-Jan 09-Nov 271 5.1 5.3%
1967 18-Oct 13-Jan 21-Nov 184 6.8 2.7%
1968 11-Nov 15-Dec 22-Nov 1,490 8.6 17.3%
1969 20-Nov 12-Jan 32.2
1970 19-Nov 20-Jan 20-Nov 1,517 18.4 8.2%
1971 15-Nov 27-Dec 16-Nov 2,128 21.9 9.7%
1972 13-Nov 23-Jan 27-Nov 349 5.1 6.8%
1973 05-Nov 17-Jan 2.0
1974 1.2
1975 06-Nov 31-Dec 06-Nov 154 1.6 9.6%
1976 03-Nov 29-Dec 15-Nov 241 1.7 14.2%
1977 29-Nov 20-Dec 0.5
1978 26-Oct 19-Dec 24-Nov 81 13 6.2%
1979 05-Nov 17-Dec 02-Nov 153 1.2 12.8%
1980 12-Nov 18-Dec 12-Nov 112 0.6 18.7%
1981 04-Nov 16-Dec 14.3 14-Oct
1982 08-Nov 29-Nov 15-Nov 545 7.1 7.7% 29-Sep
1983 07-Nov 01-Dec 15-Nov 263 14.8 1.8% 13-Oct
1984 01-Nov 30-Nov 01-Nov 1,084 13.7 7.9% 04-Oct
1985 29-Oct 20-Dec 12-Nov 2,986 40.3 7.4% 24-Sep
1986 27-Oct 05-Dec 03-Nov 1,123 7.3 15.4% 10-Sep
1987 28-Oct 16-Dec 17-Nov 2,155 14.8 14.6% 06-Oct
1988 25-Oct 29-Dec 14-Nov 1,066 6.3 16.8% 17-Oct
1989 24-Oct 29-Dec 09-Nov 291 1.3 22.8% 15-Oct
1990 23-Oct 26-Dec 19-Nov 44 0.1 45.8% 24-Oct
1991 22-Oct 02-Jan 25-Nov 24 0.1 31.2% 06-Nov
1992 05-Nov 21-Dec 19-Nov 49 0.1 37.1% 31-Oct
1993 14-Oct 18-Dec 06-Nov 94 0.4 21.8% 26-Sep
1994 03-Nov 05-Jan 21-Nov 226 0.5 44.1% 26-Oct
1995 27-Oct 30-Dec 03-Nov 270 0.9 29.1% 05-Oct
1996 22-Oct 04-Dec 31-Oct 636 4.4 14.6%
1997 14-Oct 23-Dec 12-Nov 1,258 7.5 16.7% 09-Oct
1998 07-Oct 22-Dec 02-Nov 1,058 9.0 11.8% 17-Sep
1999 04-Oct 28-Dec 01-Nov 1,403 7.7 18.2% 16-Sep
2000 02-Oct 05-Jan 06-Nov 3,269 17.9 18.3% 18-Sep
2001 04-Oct 05-Jan 05-Nov 1,865 9.2 20.2% 05-Sep
2002 01-Oct 02-Jan 04-Nov 1,366 7.1 19.2% 22-Sep
2003 30-Sep 30-Dec 18-Nov 463 3.0 15.6% 13-Oct
2004 04-Oct 06-Jan 08-Nov 718 1.9 37.8% 29-Oct
For period 1971-2004: 1981-2004
Minimum 30-Sep 29-Nov 31-Oct - 05-Sep
Maximum 29-Nov 23-Jan 27-Nov - 06-Nov
Median 27-Oct 26-Dec 12-Nov - 06-Oct




TABLE 6. TUOLUMNE RIVER CHINOOK SALMON FORK LENGTHS (cm) OF FRESH CARCASSES MEASURED DURING SPAWNING SURVEYS, 1981-2004.

FEMALES 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

NUMBER 289 153 92 286 524 251 349 222 193 11 9 20
MIN. 47 56 41 43 47 53 45 49 52 73 68 43"

MAX. 86 97 85 7 90 99 93 90 99 89 74 88

AVG. 64.2 76.9 54.8 64.7 4.7 81.0 60.4 73.8 79.2 77.8 71.3 64.2

STD. DEV. 8.5 5.2 114 6.2 6.8 8.5 7.0 5.9 6.6 4.4 2.3 13.2

VARIANCE 72.5 27.0 130.9 38.0 46.7 72.0 48.6 354 43.8 19.4 5.1 173.6

MALES 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

NUMBER 372 121 302 560 407 267 785 149 174 20 11 27
MIN. 37 29 34 30 54 35 39 50 46.5 44 52 46

MAX. 107 113 103 92 102 112 100 104 110.5 105 98 98
AVG. 65.9 81.8 52.2 60.2 83.0 89.4 62.5 83.1 89.0 79.8 7.7 60.6

STD. DEV. 10.0 14.5 11.7 10.5 9.6 16.1 7.3 9.6 12.2 17.2 15.5 12.3
VARIANCE 100.5 2115 135.8 109.2 92.4 260.6 53.2 92.2 149.9 296.7 240.4 150.1

FEMALES 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

NUMBER 56 78 79 150 232 378 382 594 844 658 278 245
MIN. 49.5 50 51 48 51 46 43 53 48 50 54 51

MAX. 87.5 88.5 87 89 95 93 93 105 105 104 98 98

AVG. 68.9 71.9 70.0 65.5 73.1 70.3 70.6 77.5 80.6 76.2 78.1 72.2

STD. DEV. 6.6 8.3 9.0 8.9 6.5 10.7 9.3 6.1 9.1 8.7 7.6 10.5
VARIANCE 44.0 69.2 81.4 79.3 41.8 113.6 86.6 37.0 83.7 76.5 57.5 110.3

MALES 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

NUMBER 36 79 66 279 164 358 476 305 672 589 184 186
MIN. 47.5 52 49 41 45 46 43 46 47 31 30 43
MAX. 96 100.5 106 101 100 105 105 110 115 111 108 108"
AVG. 72.9 73.6 69.3 64.7 79.0 70.6 68.1 84.2 83.1 81.2 84.4 72.9
STD. DEV. 12.6 12.6 13.6 11.3 11.7 15.1 12.4 10.5 15.6 14.5 13.7 14.2

VARIANCE 159.5 157.9 184.7 127.9 138.0 226.9 153.0 109.1 243.4 211.3 187.5 201.8




TABLE 7. ESTIMATED AGE CLASS COMPOSITION FROM LENGTH FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTIONS
OF TUOLUMNE RIVER SALMON BASED ON FRESH MEASURED CARCASSES (1981-2003)
2YR.OLD 3YR.OLD 4YR.OLD 5YR.OLD
YEAR SEX| MAX. %OFTOT. % OF SEX| MAX. % OF TOT. % OF SEX| MAX. % OFTOT. % OF SEX| % OF TOT. % OF SEX|
1981 FEMALE]| 68 32.5% 74.4% 85 10.4% 23.9% 0.8% 17%
MALE 75 49.5% 87.9% 95 5.6% 9.9% 105 11% 1.9% 0.2% 0.3%
TOTAL| 82.0% 16.0% 1.8% 0.2%
1982 FEMALE]| 65 1.5% 2.6% 85 53.6% 96.1% 0.7% 1.3%
MALE 70 8.8% 19.8% 95 30.3% 68.6% 105 4.4% 9.9% 0.7% 1.7%|
TOTAL| 10.2% 83.9% 5.1% 0.7%
1983 FEMALE]| 60 16.0% 68.5% 74 5.6% 23.9% 83 1.3% 5.4% 0.5% 2.2%
MALE 65 70.8% 92.4% 87 3.0% 4.0% 99 18% 2.3% 1.0% 1.3%)
TOTAL| 86.8% 8.6% 3.0% 1.5%
1984 FEMALE]| 62 11.3% 33.6% 74 20.3% 60.1% 2.1% 6.3%
MALE 65 49.4% 74.6% 87 16.1% 24.3% 0.7% 11%
TOTAL| 60.8% 36.4% 2.8% 0.0%
1985 FEMALE]| 65 4.8% 8.6% 85 49.4% 87.8% 2.0% 3.6%
MALE 70 5.3% 12.0% 95 35.6% 81.3% 2.9% 6.6%
TOTAL| 10.1% 85.0% 4.9% 0.0%
1986 FEMALE]| 67 2.3% 4.8% 85 31.1% 64.1% 93 12.0% 24.1% 3.1% 6.4%
MALE 75 9.3% 18.0% 95 20.7% 40.1% 107 19.3% 37.5% 2.3% 4.5%
TOTAL| 11.6% 51.7% 31.3% 5.4%
1987 FEMALE]| 68 27.2% 88.5% 85 3.3% 10.6% 0.3% 0.9%
MALE 75 66.5% 96.1% 95 2.2% 3.2% 0.5% 0.8%
TOTAL| 93.7% 5.5% 0.8% 0.0%
1988 FEMALE]| 65 4.1% 6.8% 85 54.9% 91.9% 0.8% 1.4%
MALE 70 3.2% 8.1% 95 33.8% 83.9% 3.2% 8.1%
TOTAL| 7.3% 88.6% 4.1% 0.0%
1989 FEMALE]| 67 2.5% 4.7% 85 41.1% 78.2% 94 8.7% 16.6% 0.3% 0.5%
MALE 70 4.1% 8.6% 95 28.1% 59.2% 107 14.4% 30.5% 0.8% 1.7%)
TOTAL| 6.5% 69.2% 23.2% 1.1%
1990 FEMALE]| 65 0.0% 0.0% 85 32.3% 90.9% 3.2% 9.1%
MALE 70 19.4% 30.0% 94 29.0% 45.0% 16.1% 25.0%
TOTAL 19.4% 61.3% 19.4% 0.0%
1)
1991 FEMALE]| 65 0.0% 0.0% 85 45.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%
MALE 70 15.0% 27.3% 95 30.0% 54.5% 10.0% 18.2%
TOTAL 15.0% 75.0% 10.0% 0.0%
1)
1992 FEMALE]| 65 21.3% 50.0% 85 19.1% 45.0% 2.1% 5.0%
MALE 70 46.8% 81.5% 95 8.5% 14.8% 2.1% 3.7%
TOTAL| 68.1% 21.7% 4.3% 0.0%
1993 FEMALE]| 65 13.0% 21.4% 85 46.7% 76.8% 1.1% 1.8%
MALE 70 16.3% 41.7% 95 21.7% 55.6% 11% 2.8%
TOTAL| 29.3% 68.5% 2.2% 0.0%
1994 FEMALE]| 65 8.9% 17.9% 85 39.5% 79.5% 1.3% 2.6%
MALE 70 21.0% 41.8% 95 27.4% 54.4% 1.9% 3.8%
TOTAL| 29.9% 66.9% 3.2% 0.0%
1995 FEMALE]| 65 15.2% 27.8% 85 37.9% 69.6% 1.4% 2.5%
MALE 70 26.2% 57.6% 95 17.9% 39.4% 105 0.7% 1.5% 0.7% 1.5%|
TOTAL| 41.4% 55.9% 2.1% 0.7%
1996 FEMALE]| 65 17.7% 50.7% 85 17.0% 48.7% 0.2% 0.7%
MALE 70 50.8% 78.1% 95 13.1% 20.1% 105 12% 1.8%
TOTAL| 68.5% 30.1% 1.4% 0.0%
]
1997 FEMALE]| 65 7.1% 12.2% 77 38.7% 66.7% 90 11.7% 20.1% 0.6% 1.1%|
MALE 70 9.2% 21.9% 88 24.2% 57.7% 100 8.6% 20.4%
TOTAL| 16.3% 62.9% 20.2% 0.6%
]
1998 FEMALE]| 63 14.1% 27.5% 78 23.4% 45.5% 92 13.7% 26.7% 0.1% 0.3%
MALE 68 26.5% 54.5% 87 13.0% 26.8% 99 7.1% 14.5% 2.0% 4.2%
TOTAL| 40.6% 36.4% 20.8% 2.2%
(]
1999 FEMALE]| 63 11.1% 24.9% 78 24.6% 55.2% 91 8.6% 19.4% 0.2% 0.5%
MALE 70 37.9% 68.3% 87 12.7% 22.9% 99 4.4% 8.0% 0.5% 0.8%
TOTAL| 49.0% 37.3% 13.1% 0.7%
]
2000 FEMALE]| 65 2.3% 3.5% 79 37.0% 56.1% 90 25.6% 38.7% 1.1% 1.7%|
MALE 70 3.4% 10.2% 88 17.5% 51.5% 99 11.6% 34.1% 1.4% 4.3%
TOTAL 5.7% 54.5% 37.2% 2.5%
]
2001 FEMALE]| 65 4.2% 7.5% 81 24.1% 43.2% 95 26.3% 47.3% 1.1% 2.0%
MALE 70 12.8% 28.9% 90 15.4% 34.7% 105 14.2% 32.0% 2.0% 4.5%
TOTAL 17.0% 39.5% 40.5% 3.1%
]
2002 FEMALE]| 65 6.7% 12.8% 82 35.4% 67.0% 94 9.9% 18.7% 0.8% 1.5%|
MALE 70 13.1% 21.7% 92 24.1% 50.9% 104 8.7% 18.5% 1.4% 2.9%
TOTAL) 19.8% 59.4% 18.6% 2.2%
(]
2003 FEMALE]| 65 3.0% 5.0% 82 42.9% 71.2% 94 13.9% 23.0% 0.4% 0.7%
MALE 70 5.6% 14.1% 90 20.8% 52.2% 103 11.3% 28.3% 2.2% 5.4%
TOTAL) 8.7% 63.6% 25.1% 2.6%
(]
2004 FEMALE]| 65 16.7% 29.4% 82 30.6% 53.9% 94 8.8% 15.5% 0.7% 1.2%)
MALE 70 24.6% 57.0% 90 11.8% 27.4% 102 5.8% 13.4% 0.9% 2.2%
TOTAL| 41.3% 42.5% 14.6% 1.6%

(1) BASED ON ALL MEASURED CARCASSES
(2) EXCLUDES ADIPOSE FIN CLIPPED CARCASSES




TABLE 8. HATCHERY CONTRIBUTION TO THE TUOLUMNE RIVER SALMON RUNS (BY RELEASE LOCATIONS)

TID/MID EST,| SMOLT RELEASE LOCATIONS YEARLING RELEASE LOCATIONS
TOTAL ACTUAL ACTUAL BASED ON| MERCED FEATHER FEATHER AMERICAN MOKEL. BATTLECR MERCED MERCED MOKEL|

RUN POP. DECODED SAMPLE % DECODED ACTUAL % MERCED TUOL. STAN. S. DELTA S. DELTA OTHER FEATHER OTHER MOKEL.  OTHER OTHER| MERCED TUOL. S.DELTA OTHER OTHER
YEAR EST. cwT POP. cwT DECODED CWT] + JERSEY PT. + JERSEY PT. DELTA DELTA DELTA DELTA| DELTA  WILD
1981 14,253 0 - 0.0 0

1982 7,126 0 - 0.0 0

1983 14,836 6 347 17 257 2 3 1

1984 13,689 2 944 02 29 2

1985 40,322 7 1052 07 268 1 1 4 1

1986 7,288 12 806 15 109 1 9 2

1987 14,751 100 1446 6.9 1020 87 7 3 1 2

1988 6,349 29 719 4.0 256 25 1 3

1989 1274 64 625 10.2 130 32 4 25 1 1 1

1990 96 13 22 59.1 57 6 1 4 1 1

1991 i 5 20 25.0 19 2 2 1

1992 132 8 47 17.0 22 1 1 2 1] 3

1993 431 35 169 20.7 89 13 3 1 18

1994 513 16 81 19.8 101 6 9 1
1995 928 56 415 135 125 46 4 2 1 3

1996 4,362 233 1186 19.6 857 19 196 9 1 3 5

1997 7,548 164 1056 155 1172 37 106 4 15 1 1

1998 8,967 259 2170 119 1070 3 147 25 7 1 2

1999 7,730 229 2375 9.6 745 9 122 0 i 17 3

2000 17,873 109 2162 5.0 901 19 55 0 28 4 0 0 2 1]

2001 9,222 243 1808 134 1239 15 150 0 76 1 0 1

2002 7,125 449 1795 25.0 1782 7 181 3 217 12 1 28

2003 2,961 107 585 18.3 542 2 37 1 54 6 1 6

The estimated total number of CWT's by DFG (taken from Job #2, Pg 15 of the 1992-93 Region 4 annual report) for the 1988 to 1992 period were 85, 312, 52, 21, and 14 respectively.
*The 1988 sample population was determined from TID/MID data analysis.
**1989 has been reported with different numbers by DFG. (If CWT were all fresh, the sample pop. of 288 would yield 289 estimated CWT.)
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Figure 1. Estimated population of adult Chinook salmon for the Tuolumne River.
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Figure 2. Percent female salmon in the Tuolumne River runs.
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Figure 3. Potential egg deposition for Tuolumne River Chinook salmon, 1981-2004.
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Figure 5. Average fork length of Tuolumne River salmon based on fresh measured carcasses.




% OF TOTAL

NUMBER OF SALMON

100

ESTIMATED AGE CLASS COMPOSITION

TUOLUMNE RIVER SALMON

90

80 -

70 A

60 -

50 -

40 ~

30 -

20 -

10 4

34,274

87

ESTIMATED AGE CLASS COMPOSITION

|

88 89

90

91

92 93 94
1981 - 2004

95

W2-YR. O03-YR. O4-YR. O5-YR.

TUOLUMNE RIVER SALMON

96

97

98

Lil

99 00

01

02

03

04

14,000

12,000 4

10,000 4

8,000 -+

6,000 4

4,000 4

2,000 4

81

82

83

84 85

86

87

b

= el &l

1

88 89

90

91

92 93 94
1981 - 2004

95

|W2-YR. 03-YR. O4-YR. O5-YR. |

96

97

98

99

00

01

Figure 6. Estimated percent and number by age class for Tuolumne River salmon.

02

03

04




ESTIMATED NUMBER OF 3-YR OLD SALMON

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF 3-YR OLD SALMON

2-YR OLD VS following year 3-YR OLD
MALE AND FEMALE SALMON

10000 m
n Y
1000 A
y =8.1219x°7°7®
) R?=0.8749
100
W 20 M 89
W ol
10 A
1 ; ; ;
1 10 100 1000 10000 100000
ESTIMATED NUMBER OF 2-YR OLD SALMON
2-YR OLD VS following year 3-YR OLD
FEMALE SALMON
10000
1000
'82}/
S mgs W88
y = 23.659x51°
R?=0.8413
10 |
1 ; ;
1 10 100 1000 10000

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF 2-YR OLD SALMON

Figure 7. Estimated 2-yr old salmon VS following year 3-yr old (1981-2003 Tuolumne River
runs) excluding 1984 outlier, run years are for the 2-yr olds.



NUMBER RELEASED

TUOLUMNE RIVER SMOLT SURVIVAL RELEASES
1986 TO 2004

250000

200000 -
150000 -~ N
100000 -~
50000 -
o 1.0

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
YEAR

\Ieff.tagged Ountagged OPanjet (CWT) OPanjet \

Figure 8. Tuolumne River salmon smolt release numbers (accounting for tag loss).
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Figure 9. Estimated % and number of Coded-Wire-Tag salmon in the Tuolumne runs, 1981-2004.
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Figure 10. Actual number of CWT salmon recovered in the Tuolumne River based on release origin.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The 2004 seining survey was conducted at two-week intervals from 20 January to 25 May for a
total of 11 sample periods. One additional survey was conducted on 23 March to better evaluate
a pulse flow period of 3,000 cfs. This was the 19th consecutive annual monitoring study on the
Tuolumne River conducted by the Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts.

A total of 3,280 natural Chinook salmon were caught in the Tuolumne River and none in the San
Joaquin River. Peak density of salmon caught in the Tuolumne was 40.5 salmon per 1,000
square feet on 03 February. Maximum fork length (FL) in the Tuolumne River increased from
56 mm FL to 95 mm FL from 03 February to 14 April and overall FL ranged from 31 mm to
98mm.

Flows during the sampling period ranged from about 170 to 3,030 cubic feet per second (cfs) in the
Tuolumne River at La Grange and from about 1,500 to 4,400 cfs in the San Joaquin River at
Vernalis.

Water temperature in the Tuolumne ranged from 10.0°C to 23.0°C and in the San Joaquin from
10.8°C to 23.4°C. Conductivity in the Tuolumne River ranged from 38 to 205 uS and in the San
Joaquin from 360 to 1,632 uS.

A comparative analysis of fork length and salmon density for the 1999-2004 period is included.
Increase in average fork length in 2004 was typical in timing and magnitude to the pattern
observed in other years. The peak in fry (<50 mm) density on 03 February was similar in timing
to 1999-2000 and 2003, but was significantly lower in magnitude than the other years as a result of
a smaller run size. The density of juveniles (> 50 mm) peaked on 23 March and was similar in
timing to 2000 and 2003. In 2004, the average density of salmon in the Tuolumne River was 19.3
salmon per 1,000 ft? and was about in the middle of the range of values for the entire 1986-2004
period.

Snorkel surveys were conducted on 16-18 June, 03-06 August and 15-17 September, within a 20-
mile section below La Grange Dam. The August survey was an additional mid summer survey
that included 4 extra survey locations. Preliminary USGS flow at La Grange was about 150 cfs
and water temperature ranged from 12.5°C to 24.0°C in June. Flow was about 108 cfs with
water temperature ranging from 12.2°C to 25.0°C in August. In September, flow was about 106
cfs with water temperature ranging from 12.4 to 23.3°C. About 491 juvenile salmon and 91
rainbow trout were observed in June and 80 juvenile salmon and 75 rainbow trout were observed
in August. In September, no Chinook salmon were observed and 40 rainbow trout were seen.
Other species seen were Sacramento sucker, Sacramento pikeminnow, hardhead, riffle sculpin,
largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, redear sunfish, bluegill, Pacific lamprey, and white catfish.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Stillwater Sciences, with assistance of SP Cramer and Associates, conducted seine and snorkel fishery
monitoring in the Tuolumne and San Joaquin Rivers in 2004 for the Turlock and Modesto irrigation
districts (TID/MID).

Seine sampling was done in both rivers pursuant to the 1995 Don Pedro Project FERC Settlement
Agreement (FSA) and 1996 FERC Order as an aspect of the river-wide monitoring program. A
primary objective was to document juvenile salmonid size, abundance and distribution, including the
relationship of flow and other environmental variables. The 2004 salmon were the progeny of the 2003
fall spawning run, estimated to be about 2,900 fish. The effort corresponds to monitoring components of
Sections 13c, d, and e of the FSA. This was the 19th consecutive annual seining study and a summary of
salmonid data since 1986 is contained in this report.

Tuolumne River snorkel surveys began in 1982 with the number, location, and area sampled by site
having varied over the years. Summer surveys occurring within the June to September period have been
conducted in most years since 1988, although very wet years with high summer flows, such as 1995 and
1998, were not sampled. Locations were selected to include a range of habitat types (i.e., riffles, runs,
pools) at sites where salmonids may occur and are spaced at intervals down the river in areas of suitable
vehicle access. The overall river section examined is limited to the reach with suitable underwater
visibility, this generally being in the 20-mile section from La Grange Dam downstream to near
Waterford.

A single June or July snorkel survey had been done as part of the FSA monitoring since 1996 to evaluate
the abundance, size, and distribution of salmonids and other fish species - 12 sites per survey have been
done since 2001. An additional September snorkel survey has been done since 2001, primarily to
augment information on rainbow trout. A third (midsummer) survey at 16 sites was done in August
2004, again to further augment information on rainbow trout. The 2004 surveys were conducted on 16-
18 June, 03-06 August and 15-17 September. A comparison of the salmonids observed in the 1996-2003
period is included.

1.1 STUDY SITES

1.1.1 Seine

The area studied was the Tuolumne River from La Grange Dam (river mile [RM] 52.0) to its
confluence (RM 0) with the San Joaquin River at RM 83.8, and the San Joaquin River from Laird Park
(RM 90.2) to Gardner Cove (RM 77.8) (Figure 1). A total of ten sites were sampled, eight on the
Tuolumne and two on the San Joaquin. The locations of the sites were as follows:

Site Location River Mile

Tuolumne River

1 Old La Grange Bridge (OLGB) 50.5%
2 Riffle 5 (R5) 48.0
3 Tuolumne River Resort (TRR) 42.4
4 Hickman Bridge 31.6
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5 Charles Road 24.9

6 Legion Park 17.2

7 Venn Ranch 7.4

8 Shiloh Road 3.4
San Joaquin River

9 Laird Park 90.2°

10 Gardner Cove 79.4

a. From the confluence with the San Joaquin River.
b. From the confluence with the Sacramento River.

The Tuolumne River was stratified into three sections. The upper section (RM 52 to 34), sites 1-3, is a
higher gradient area that includes most of the primary spawning riffles in the river. The middle section
(RM 34 to 17), sites 4-6, is the transitional area from the gravel-bedded to sand-bedded river reaches.
This section contains much of the in-channel sand/gravel mined areas. The lower section (RM 17 to
0), sites 7-8, is a lower gradient, mostly sand-bottom reach downstream of the Dry Creek confluence.

1.1.2 Snorkel

The snorkel surveys were at in a 20-mile reach from Riffle A3/A4 (RM 51.6) downstream to Riffle 57
(RM 31.5) below Hickman Bridge near Waterford.

1.2 2004 TUOLUMNE AND SAN JOAQUIN RIVER SAMPLING CONDITIONS

1.2.1 Seine

Flows in the Tuolumne River below La Grange Dam were approximately 212 cfs in January when the
surveys began. Flows were steady until early March when releases were increased to maintain Don
Pedro Reservoir flood storage space. Flows were about 1,100 cfs for 10 days followed by a pulse flow
of near 3,000 cfs from 17-19 March (Figure 2). Flows were then varied from about 600-1400 cfs until
mid-May, after which flows were reduced to about 200 cfs and then down to near 100 cfs in June.

Flows in the San Joaquin River at Vernalis (RM 72.5) ranged from 1,500-4,400 cfs from mid-January
to mid-April. Flows were maintained at about 3,400 cfs from mid-April to mid-May during the
Vernalis Adaptive Management Plan period. Flows then decreased to about 1,300 cfs through June.

Flows upstream of Vernalis, at Patterson Bridge (RM 98.5) and Maze Road (RM 77.3), represent flow
levels at the sampling locations of Laird Park upstream of the Tuolumne and Gardner Cove
downstream of the Tuolumne, respectively.

The minimum water temperature recorded in the Tuolumne River during the study period, based on
hand-held temperature measurements, was 10.0 °C (50.0 °F) at Hickman Br. on 03 February, and the
maximum temperature was 23.0 °C (73.4 °F) at Shiloh Road on 25 May (Figure 3). The lowest San
Joaquin River water temperature, 10.8°C (51.4°F) was at Laird Park and Gardner Cove on 20 January;
the highest was 23.4°C (74.1°F) at Laird Park on 25 May.
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1.2.2 Snorkel

The flow at La Grange during the snorkel surveys in June was about 150 cfs. Water temperature
ranged from 12.5 °C (54.5 °F) at Riffle A7 on 16 June to 24.0 °C (75.2 °F) at Riffle 57 on 18 June.
The additional mid-summer survey in August had flow at La Grange of 108 cfs with water
temperatures ranging from 12.2 °C (54.0 °F) at Riffle A3/A4 on 03 August to 25.0 °C (77.0 °F) at
Riffle 57 on 06 August. The flow at La Grange during the snorkel surveys in September was about
106 cfs. Water temperature ranged from 12.4 °C (54.3 °F) at Riffle A7 on 15 September to 23.3 °C
(73.9 °F) at Riffle 57 on 17 September.

2 METHOD OF THE STUDY

2.1 STUDY TIMING

The 2004 seining study began on 20 January and ended on 25 May. Sampling was done at two-week
intervals, with a total of 11 sampling dates. Snorkel surveys were conducted on 16-18 June, 03-06
August, and 15-17 September.

2.2 SAMPLING METHODS AND DATA RECORDING

2.2.1 Seine

Seining was done using 6-ft high, 1/8-inch mesh nylon seine nets in lengths of 20 or 30 feet. The same
general areas were sampled each time, to permit comparisons through the sampling period, but sample
areas varied somewhat as a result of changes in flow. Seine hauls were made with the current and
parallel to shore. The salmon caught were anesthetized with MS-222, measured (FL in mm) and then
revived before being released. Other measurements taken were area sampled, (determined from
estimating average length and width of a seine haul) water temperature, visibility, conductivity, and
maximum depth of the area sampled. Other observations include time of day, weather conditions,
habitat type, and substrate type. Other fish species were recorded separately. Any salmon undergoing
outward signs of smoltification, such as losing scales during handling, were also noted.

2.2.2 Snorkel

Underwater observations were conducted using an effort-based method where a snorkeler examined
within a specified area for a given period of time and recorded the species, numbers, and size estimates
of fish observed. A combination of different habitat types were observed, including riffles, runs, and
pools. The overall river section examined is limited to the reach with suitable underwater visibility,
this generally being a 20-mile section below La Grange Dam downstream to Waterford. The
snorkeling method employed provides an index of species abundance.

Each habitat type sampled mostly involves one observer snorkeling a specified habitat area for a
certain time period. Whenever feasible, the surveys are conducted moving upstream against the
current - a side-to-side (zigzag) pattern is used if the width of the survey section dictates.

Occasionally, two snorkelers move upstream in tandem, with each person counting fish on their side of
the center of the survey section. Whenever possible, the entire width of the habitat section selected is
carefully surveyed. The only exceptions are the habitat areas that are too wide to effectively cover. If
high water velocity precludes upstream movement, snorkelers may float downstream with the current,
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remaining as motionless as possible through the study area, although stream margins at those sites may
still be viewed in an upstream direction.

Usually the total length of an observed fish is estimated using a ruler outlined on the diving slate to the
nearest 10 mm. For some larger fish, the lengths may be estimated by viewing the fish in reference to
adjacent objects and then measuring that estimated length. In cases where larger numbers of fish are
observed, the observer estimates of the length range and number of fish in the group. Care is taken to
observe and count each fish just once in the survey area.

Other data recorded for each location include water temperature, electrical conductivity, turbidity, and
horizontal visibility. Site-specific data that is recorded includes area sampled, average depth, sample
time, general habitat type and substrate type. Maps of surveyed areas are m

2.3 DATA ANALYSIS

Seining catch data was examined by site (see Figure 1 for locations), by river section, and by river.
Catch densities of salmon were divided into two size groups for analysis. The density index for “fry”
(fish <50 mm FL) and for “juveniles” (>50 mm), by site and by section, were computed by multiplying
the number of salmon caught by 1,000 and dividing it by the area sampled. These are taken as indices
of population density (relative abundance), and used for comparisons. Densities and sizes of salmon
fry and juveniles by upper, middle, and lower river sections were examined.

3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 SEINE CATCH

A total of 3,280 salmon were caught in the Tuolumne River and none in the San Joaquin (Table 1). Of
these, 1,781 salmon were measured and riverwide peak density for the Tuolumne was 40.5 salmon per
1,000 ft?on 03 February.

3.1.1 Density of Fry and Juvenile Salmon

Salmon up to 65 mm fork length (FL) were caught in the Tuolumne River on 20 January in the first
sampling period. The highest density of salmon fry in the Tuolumne was 38.8 fry/1,000 ft* found on
03 February (Table 2). The highest density of juvenile salmon in the Tuolumne was 13.2
juveniles/1,000 ft*found on 23 March.

The density of salmon fry by location exhibited a peak for most sites from 20 January to 02 March.
The density of juveniles by location generally peaked from 16 March to 14 April for most locations
(Figure 4).

The density of salmon fry in sections of the Tuolumne River had a peak in the upper section on 03
February and in the middle section on 16 March (Figure 5). The density of juveniles by section shows
a peak in the upper section on 30 March and a peak in the middle section on 23 March. Only 3 salmon
were caught in the lower section of the Tuolumne River and none in the San Joaquin River.

3.1.2 Size, Growth, and Smoltification
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The fork length of salmon from the Tuolumne River caught in 2004 ranged from 31 mm to 98 mm.
The average fork length (FL) of salmon generally showed a steady increase from 21 January to 01
April (Figure 6).

An indirect method to estimate growth rate was made by dividing the amount of increase in maximum
FL, over an extended period of time, by the number of days during the period. Maximum FL in the
Tuolumne River increased from 56 to 95 mm during the 03 February to 14 April period (Figure 6).
This indicates a potential FL increase of approximately .55 mm per day (39 mm / 71 days).

Length frequency distributions reflect the change in average fork length through the entire study period
(Figure 7 & 8). The change in FL by location generally shows an increase from late January to late
May at most of the Tuolumne River sampling locations (Figure 9). Salmon estimated to be large
enough to undergo smoltification (> 70 mm FL) were present by early March. The first salmon
exhibiting smolting characteristics was caught on 16 March. Fry were present through the entire seine
survey period.

3.1.3 Conductivity and Turbidity

Conductivity in the Tuolumne River generally increased with increasing distance below La Grange
Dam, from a low of 38 uS at Old La Grange Bridge to a high of 205 uS at Shiloh Road (Table 3).
Conductivity also increased as flows were reduced (Figure 10).

Conductivity in the San Joaquin River was much higher than in the Tuolumne and ranged from a low
of 360 S at Gardner Cove to a high of 1632 uS at Laird Park.

Turbidity in the Tuolumne River was less than 9.3 Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU’s) except for
two readings at Venn Ranch and Shiloh Road on 02 March. Turbidity also generally increased with
increasing distance below La Grange Dam and generally decreased with higher flows.

Turbidity in the San Joaquin River ranged from 15.0 at Gardner Cove to 67.8 NTU at Laird Park.

3.1.4 Other Fish Species Caught

The numbers of other fish species caught during the seining study are tabulated by species, location,
and date in Table 4. Fifteen species other than Chinook salmon were caught in the Tuolumne River
and 18 other species in the San Joaquin River. Eleven of these species were common to both rivers
and 22 species were caught overall. Six rainbow trout fry (29-38 mm FL) were caught in the
Tuolumne River from 16 March to 14 April. The distribution of species in the Tuolumne was
generally determined by habitat and water temperature with coldwater species such as rainbow trout
and riffle sculpin found in the upper third of the river. The San Joaquin River had a greater number of
species present that favor warmer water temperatures.

3.1.5 Coded-Wire-Tagged Salmon

No coded-wire-tag (CWT) salmon were released in the Tuolumne River in 2004 and no CWT salmon
were caught in the San Joaquin River.
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3.2 SNORKEL SURVEY

Survey conditions and fish observations from the snorkel surveys conducted on 16-18 June, 03-06
August, and 15-17 September are summarized in Table 5. The fish species observed were all native
species characteristic of the lower elevation zone adjacent to the Sierra foothills with the exception of the
largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, redear sunfish, bluegill, and white catfish. The same species were
also observed in previous snorkel surveys.

In the June surveys, juvenile Chinook salmon were observed downstream to Riffle 35A (RM 37.1).
390 of the total 491 salmon observed were counted in Riffle A7. Rainbow trout were observed
downstream to Riffle 21 (RM 42.9). Other species seen were Sacramento sucker, Sacramento
pikeminnow, hardhead, riffle sculpin, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, redear sunfish, bluegill and
lamprey.

In the August surveys, Chinook salmon were observed downstream to Riffle 3B (RM 49.1). Rainbow
trout were observed downstream to Riffle 23C (RM 42.3). The same other species seen in June, except
redear sunfish, bluegill, lamprey and white catfish were observed in August.

In the September surveys, Chinook salmon were not observed. Rainbow trout were observed
downstream to Riffle 21 (RM 42.9). The same other species seen in June, except riffle sculpin, redear
sunfish, and lamprey, were observed in September.

4 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

4.1 SEINE: 1986-2004

Annual TID/MID Tuolumne River seining surveys began in 1986. The number, location, and
sampling frequency of sites have varied over the years (Tables 6 and 7). The total number of salmon
captured in 2004 (3,280) is most similar to the 1999, 2000 and 2002 totals in recent years. The number
of salmon captured in the Tuolumne has ranged from 120 (1991) to 14,825 (1987). In 2004, the
average density of salmon in the river was 19.3 salmon per 1,000 ft?and was similar to densities found
in 1986.

The San Joaquin River has been sampled upstream and downstream of the Tuolumne River confluence
in each of the study years. The total number of salmon caught has ranged from 0 to 854 with average
density much lower than the Tuolumne (Table 6). No wild salmon were caught in the San Joaquin
River in 2004.

Comparative analyses of fork length and density will be mostly limited to the 1999 to 2004 study
period in this report update.

4.1.1 Size and Growth

In 2004, the increase in average FL during the January to March period was similar in timing and
magnitude to the pattern observed in 1999-2004 (Figure 11). The increase in average FL peaked on 28
April. Minimum FL found in 2004 remained low into May and was similar to most other years (Figure
12). Maximum FL in 2004 increased from February to late April (Figure 13). The estimated 2004
growth rate of .55 mm per day was in the middle range of growth rate values for 1986-2004 (Table 6).
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4.1.2 Fry and Juvenile Salmon Density

In 2004, the density of salmon fry (< 50 mm) in the Tuolumne River peaked on 03 February at the
lowest level for the 1999-2004 period (Figure 14). The 03 February timing of peak fry density was
about the same as the late January to mid-February peaks of 1999, 2000 and 2003.

The density of salmon juveniles (>50 mm) in 2004 peaked on 23 March and was most similar in timing
to 2003 (Figure 15).

Combined fry and juvenile densities for the Tuolumne River are shown for the years 1999-2004
(Figure 16). The 2004 densities peaked in early February and showed an uncharacteristic slow decline
to early May.

4.1.2.1 Tuolumne River Section Density

Upper section density of fry generally peaks from mid-January to mid-February and steadily declines
through March (Figure 17A). For 2004, the density of fry exhibited this general pattern. Upper
section density of juveniles typically increases beginning in late February and peak in mid March to
early April. In 2004, juvenile salmon density increased in mid March and peaked in late March.

Middle section density of fry generally peaks from mid January to late February about 2 weeks after
the peak in the upper section (Figure 17B). In 2004, the density of fry peaked somewhat later around
early to mid March. Middle section density of juveniles often peak from mid February to late March.
In 2004 juvenile density, similar to fry density, also peaked in mid-March.

Lower section density of fry and juvenile salmon has been relatively low in most years. This section
was often sampled only at the Shiloh Road location in prior years. Since 1999, two sites have been
sampled. Peak density of both fry and juveniles were similar in timing to the middle section in the
1999-2004 period (Figure 17C). In 2004, only one fry and two juveniles were caught.

Section abundance indices of fry and juvenile salmon combined were standardized as a percent of the
annual riverwide average abundance index and plotted at section midpoints for recent years (Figure
18). In general, the abundance indices decline from the upper to lower sections. There were two years
that did not follow this pattern. In 1999 the middle section index, plotted at RM 27.0, was higher than
the upper section. In 1998 the lower section index, plotted at RM 8.1, was highest for all sections. In
2004 the standardized section abundance indices exhibited the typical decline from the upper to lower
sections and was most similar to the 2001 indices.

4.1.2.2 San Joaquin River Density

Densities of salmon caught in the San Joaquin River at Laird Park and Gardner Cove or nearby sites
were analyzed to compare relative abundance of salmon upstream and downstream of the Tuolumne
River confluence. The abundance indices were calculated for fry and juvenile salmon combined due to
low numbers caught. The average salmon abundance at Laird Park, downstream of the Merced
confluence, was extremely low for all years during the 1986-2004 period (Figure 19). The total
number of wild salmon caught at Laird Park during this period was 135. The average abundance at
Gardner Cove, downstream of the Tuolumne River confluence, was much higher in 1986 and 1999 and
moderately higher in 1995, 1998 and 2001. A total of 1048 salmon were caught at this location during
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the 1986-2003 period, 509 of which were caught in 1999. No wild salmon was caught at Gardner
Cove in 2004.

4.1.3 Linear Regression of Tuolumne River Fry Density Versus Number of Female Spawners

A linear regression analysis of the logarithmic values of peak fry density in the Tuolumne River and
the estimated total number of female spawners (TID/MID data), from the preceding fall-run, resulted
in an R-squared of .693 for the 1986-2004 period (Figure 20, Table 8). A similar result with R-squared
of .699 was found using average fry density from 15JAN-15MAR (Figure 21). The R-squared value
for the 1986-1996 period for peak fry density and number of female spawners was .756 (FERC Report
96-2). The reduction in R-squared values for the 1986-2004 period resulted from the relatively low
number of fry captured in 1997. The low number of fry captured that year is likely due to the effects
of flood releases made in early January 1997, which reduced the survival of incubating eggs / alevins
in the gravel and moved fry downstream of the Tuolumne River.

4.1.4 Other Fish Species

The number of fish species, other than Chinook salmon, caught during 1986-2004 has ranged from 11
to 16 on the Tuolumne River. Table 4 has the counts from each site and date for those species. In
2004, 15 other species were caught including 6 native species; 18 fish species, including 3 native, were
caught on the San Joaquin River in 2004 (Table 4a). Of native species, rainbow trout, hardhead,
prickly sculpin, and riffle sculpin were caught only in the Tuolumne River and tule perch was caught
only in the San Joaquin River. The only native species caught in both rivers was the Sacramento
sucker and Sacramento pikeminnow. Native species not caught in either river in 2004 were Pacific
lamprey, Sacramento blackfish, hitch, and Sacramento splittail.

4.2 SNORKEL: 1996-2004

Annual Tuolumne River snorkel surveys under the FSA began in 1996. The precursor to these surveys
was the 1988-1994 summer flow studies. This comparative analysis of the 1996-2004 period considers
the total number and density of salmonids observed during the June-July surveys and a comparative
analysis of the 2001-2004 September surveys.

The number, location, and area sampled by site have varied over the years (Table 9) for early season
sampling, but the recent late season sampling has been at the same locations each year (Table 10).
Table 11 compares 12 current snorkel site habitats with other recent habitat mapping efforts.

The total number of salmon and rainbow trout observed in June 2004 was 491 and 91 respectively. In
June the number and relative density of salmon observed were similar to most other years since 2000.
The total number and relative density of rainbow trout were similar to 2003 with the exception of
fewer trout observed at Riffle A7 (RM 50.7). Rainbow trout were observed downstream to Riffle 21
(RM 42.9).

The absence of salmon in September 2004 was similar to the low numbers observed in 2001-03 as
there has been a decrease observed between the June and September sampling periods each of the past
4 years. The pattern of fewer rainbow trout observed in September in 2004 was similar to the other
years.
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Figure 1. Locations of seine sampling sites on the lower Tuolumne and San Joaquin Rivers, 2004.
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Figure 2. Tuolumne and San Joaquin River daily average flow.
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Figure 7. Length frequency distribution by date of salmon in the Tuolumne River, 2004.
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Figures 11 & 12. Average and minimum fork lengths of Tuolumne River salmon, 1999-2004.
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Figures 13 & 14. Maximum fork length and Density index of salmon fry, 1999-2004.
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Figures 15 & 16

JANUARY-JUNE
. Density index of salmon juveniles and total river salmon catch, 1999-2004.
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Figure 17A. Upper section density indices for salmon fry and juveniles, 1999-2004.
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Figure 17B. Middle section density indices for salmon fry and juveniles, 1999-2004.
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Figure 17C. Lower section density indices for salmon fry and juveniles, 1999-2004.
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Figure 18. Tuolumne River abundance indices standardized by section, 1999-2004.
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Figure 19. San Joaquin River abundance indices by location, 1986-2004.
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Figure 20. Tuolumne River peak fry density vs female spawners.
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Figure 21. Tuolumne River average fry density vs female spawners.



Table 1. Summary table of weekly seine catch for the Tuolumne and San Joaquin Rivers, 2004.

2004 JUVENILE SALMON SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)

TUOLUMNE RIVER

SALMON AREA DENSITY MINIMUM MAXIMUM AVERAGE NUMBER NUMBER
DATE CATCH (SQ.FT.) (/1000 ft"2) FL FL FL MEAS. SACFRY _ KILLED
20JAN 423 14,950 28.3 33 65 38.4 111 1 1
O3FEB 618 15,250 40.5 31 56 39.8 143 0 3
17FEB 445 17,050 26.1 33 57 40.2 169 1 8
02MAR 386 17,700 21.8 34 79 41.2 271 0 0
16MAR 494 14,800 33.4 34 80 46.3 286 0 0
23MAR 320 13,100 24.4 35 88 52.8 266 0 1
30MAR 255 15,200 16.8 35 82 54.4 216 0 1
14APR 127 14,100 9.0 39 95 66.5 127 0 0
27APR 135 16,400 8.2 37 98 77.9 115 0 0
11MAY 48 15,150 3.2 43 96 72.9 48 0 0
25MAY 29 16,650 1.7 49 88 68.1 29 0 0
TOTAL: 3,280 170,350 19.3 1,781 2 14
SAN JOAQUIN RIVER
SALMON AREA DENSITY MINIMUM MAXIMUM AVERAGE NUMBER NUMBER
DATE CATCH (SQ.FT.) (/1000 ft"2) FL FL FL MEAS. SACFRY  KILLED
20JAN 0 3,450 0.0
03FEB 0 2,550 0.0
17FEB 0 3,600 0.0
02MAR 0 4,050 0.0
16MAR 0 2,850 0.0
23MAR 0 3,000 0.0
30MAR 0 4,000 0.0
14APR 0 4,350 0.0
27APR 0 3,450 0.0
11MAY 0 2,700 0.0
25MAY 0 3,600 0.0
TOTAL: 0 37,600 0.0



Table 2. Summary table of weekly seine catch by location for the Tuolumne and San Joaquin Rivers, 2004

2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study

EXTRAPOLATED

Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
20JAN OLGB 2 2,000 2 0 1.0 0.0 1.0 34.5 71.6 0.0 0.0 13 0.0 0.0
20JAN R5 372 2,000 58 2 179.8 6.2 186.0 38.4
20JAN TLSRA 49 1,800 49 0 27.2 0.0 27.2 38.6
20JAN HICKMAN 0 1,350 0.0
20JAN  CHARLES 0 1,000 0.0
20JAN LEGION 0 2,600 0.0
20JAN VENN 0 1,800 0.0
20JAN SHILOH 0 2,400 0.0
20JAN LAIRD 0 1,050 0.0
20JAN  GARDNER 0 2,400 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 423 14950 109 2 27.8 0.5 28.3 38.4
SJR. TOT. 0 3450 0.0
2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study EXTRAPOLATED
Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
03FEB OLGB 3 2400 3 0 13 0.0 13 36.0 85.5 4.8 0.0 4.5 0.0 0.0
03FEB R5 185 2000 54 5 84.7 7.8 92.5 40.4
03FEB TRR 406 2200 56 1 181.3 3.2 184.5 40.3
03FEB HICKMAN 21 1800 21 0 11.7 0.0 11.7 37.6
03FEB  CHARLES 3 1250 3 0 24 0.0 24 37.3
03FEB LEGION 0 2000 0.0
03FEB VENN 0 1800 0.0
03FEB SHILOH 0 1800 0.0
03FEB LAIRD 0 900 0.0
03FEB _ GARDNER 0 1650 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 618 15250 137 6 38.8 17 40.5 39.8
SJR. TOT. 0 2550 0.0
2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study EXTRAPOLATED
Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
17FEB OLGB 5 2400 5 0 21 0.0 21 36.2 39.2 27.8 0.0 12 0.4 0.0
17FEB R5 42 2400 42 0 17.5 0.0 175 39.4
17FEB TRR 244 2400 50 3 95.9 5.8 101.7 41.3
17FEB HICKMAN 138 1650 53 0 83.6 0.0 83.6 39.9
17FEB  CHARLES 11 1400 11 0 79 0.0 7.9 39.5
17FEB LEGION 5 2400 4 1 17 0.4 21 43.0
17FEB VENN 0 2200 0.0
17FEB SHILOH 0 2200 0.0
17FEB LAIRD 0 1200 0.0
17FEB__ GARDNER 0 2400 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 445 17050 165 4 255 0.6 26.1 40.2
SJR. TOT. 0 3600 0.0
2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study EXTRAPOLATED
Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
02MAR OLGB 0 2400 0.0 13.2 46.2 0.0 0.8 3.8 0.0
02MAR R5 48 2400 44 4 18.3 17 20.0 43.5
02MAR TRR 53 2400 51 2 213 0.8 221 40.8
02MAR HICKMAN 92 1800 54 1 50.2 0.9 51.1 40.1
02MAR  CHARLES 142 1500 54 10 79.9 14.8 94.7 421
02MAR LEGION 51 2400 49 2 204 0.8 213 39.3
02MAR VENN 0 2400 0.0
02MAR SHILOH 0 2400 0.0
02MAR LAIRD 0 1650 0.0
02MAR  GARDNER 0 2400 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 386 17700 252 19 20.3 15 21.8 41.2
SJR. TOT. 0 4050 0.0
2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study EXTRAPOLATED
Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
16MAR OLGB 48 2200 46 20.9 0.9 21.8 38.3 22,6 47.1 0.0 4.9 27.0 0.0
16MAR R5 97 2050 66 5 44.0 33 47.3 42.0
16MAR TRR 38 2400 17 21 7.1 8.8 15.8 53.8
16MAR HICKMAN 207 1500 32 28 73.6 64.4 138.0 50.7
16MAR  CHARLES 97 1100 45 17 64.0 242 88.2 48.0
16MAR LEGION 7 1600 5 2 3.1 13 4.4 51.3
16MAR VENN 0 2000 0.0
16MAR SHILOH 0 1950 0.0
16MAR LAIRD 0 1050 0.0
16MAR  GARDNER 0 1800 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 494 14800 211 75 24.6 8.8 334 46.3
SJR. TOT. 0 2850 0.0



2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study

EXTRAPOLATED

Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
23MAR OLGB 21 1650 21 0 12.7 0.0 12.7 415 11.7 21.0 0.3 10.1 314 0.0
23MAR R5 17 1650 15 2 9.1 12 10.3 41.1
23MAR TRR 82 2200 22 48 11.7 25.6 37.3 55.7
23MAR HICK 81 1200 30 32 327 34.8 67.5 51.2
23MAR  CHARLES 78 1400 25 30 253 30.4 55.7 54.3
23MAR LEGION 40 1200 8 32 6.7 26.7 33.3 59.0
23MAR VENN 1 1800 1 0 0.6 0.0 0.6 40.0
23MAR SHILOH 0 2000 0.0
23MAR LAIRD 0 1200 0.0
23MAR  GARDNER 0 1800 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 320 13100 122 144 11.2 13.2 244 52.8
SJR. TOT. 0 3000 0.0
2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study EXTRAPOLATED
Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
30MAR OLGB 20 1800 9 11 5.0 6.1 11.1 54.5 16.6 29 0.0 16.4 11.7 0.2
30MAR R5 109 1800 39 31 33.7 26.8 60.6 50.1
30MAR TRR 49 1800 22 27 12.2 15.0 27.2 53.0
30MAR HICKMAN 32 1600 10 22 6.3 13.8 20.0 54.4
30MAR  CHARLES 5 1400 1 4 0.7 29 3.6 58.6
30MAR LEGION 39 2200 4 35 18 15.9 17.7 62.7
30MAR VENN 0 2200 0.0
30MAR SHILOH 1 2400 0 1 0.0 0.4 0.4 76.0
30MAR LAIRD 0 1200 0.0
30MAR  GARDNER 0 2800 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 255 15200 85 131 6.6 10.2 16.8 54.4
SJR. TOT. 0 4000 0.0
2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study EXTRAPOLATED
Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
14APR OLGB 1 2000 0 1 0.0 0.5 0.5 56.0 0.3 0.2 0.0 10.7 14.9 0.2
14APR R5 6 2000 1 5 0.5 25 3.0 55.0
14APR TRR 57 1800 1 56 0.6 311 317 69.7
14APR HICKMAN 59 1200 1 58 0.8 48.3 49.2 65.1
14APR  CHARLES 1 1100 0 1 0.0 0.9 0.9 58.0
14APR LEGION 2 1800 0 2 0.0 11 11 57.0
14APR VENN 0 2400 0.0
14APR SHILOH 1 1800 0 1 0.0 0.6 0.6 73.0
14APR LAIRD 0 1950 0.0
14APR  GARDNER 0 2400 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 127 14100 3 124 0.2 8.8 9.0 66.5
SJR. TOT. 0 4350 0.0
2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study EXTRAPOLATED
Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
27APR OLGB 2 1800 2 0 11 0.0 11 39.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 18 235 0.0
27APR R5 0 1800 0.0
27APR TRR 11 2400 0 11 0.0 4.6 4.6 68.2
27APR HICKMAN 74 1500 0 54 0.0 49.3 49.3 74.9
27APR  CHARLES 14 1500 0 14 0.0 9.3 9.3 83.4
27APR LEGION 34 2200 0 34 0.0 15.5 15.5 85.6
27APR VENN 0 2400 0.0
27APR SHILOH 0 2800 0.0
27APR LAIRD 0 1050 0.0
27APR__ GARDNER 0 2400 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 135 16400 2 113 0.1 8.1 8.2 77.9
SJR. TOT. 0 3450 0.0
2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study EXTRAPOLATED
Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
11IMAY OLGB 11 1800 6 5 33 2.8 6.1 49.7 1.0 0.0 0.0 4.5 3.2 0.0
11IMAY R5 0 1800 0.0
11IMAY TRR 21 2200 0 21 0.0 9.5 9.5 76.6
11IMAY HICK 12 1350 0 12 0.0 8.9 8.9 82.2
11IMAY  CHARLES 1 1200 0 1 0.0 0.8 0.8 88.0
11IMAY LEGION 3 2400 0 3 0.0 13 13 90.7
11IMAY VENN 0 2400 0.0
11IMAY SHILOH 0 2000 0.0
11IMAY LAIRD 0 900 0.0
11IMAY GARDNER 0 1800 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 48 15150 6 42 0.4 2.8 3.2 729
SJR. TOT. 0 2700 0.0
2004 Weekly Summary of TID/MID Seining Study EXTRAPOLATED
Salmon Density is the Number of Salmon / 1000 sq. ft. UPPER MIDDLE LOWER UPPER MIDDLE LOWER
Extrapolated SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION
Total Measured Measured Density Density Density Average Density Density  Density Density  Density  Density
Date Location Catch Area Fry Juvenile Fry Juvenile Total FL Fry Fry Fry Juvenile Juvenile Juvenile
25MAY OLGB 0 2000 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 4.1 0.0 0.0
25MAY R5 27 2200 0 27 0.0 12.3 12.3 69.5
25MAY TRR 0 2400 0.0
25MAY HICK 2 1800 2 0 11 0.0 11 49.0
25MAY  CHARLES 0 1650 0.0
25MAY LEGION 0 2400 0.0
25MAY VENN 0 1800 0.0
25MAY SHILOH 0 2400 0.0
25MAY LAIRD 0 1200 0.0
25MAY  GARDNER 0 2400 0.0
TUOL.TOT. 29 16650 2 27 0.1 1.6 17
SJR. TOT. 0 3600 0.0



Table 3. Summary table of weekly seine catch by location for the Tuolumne and San Joaquin Rivers, 2004.

2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)

RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL . NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE ~ CATCH AREA (/1000ft"2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
20JAN OLGB 50.5 2 2,000 1.0 33 36 345 2 1 0 10.6 46 72.9 0.0 0.0 1.0
20JAN R5 48.0 372 2,000 186.0 34 65 38.4 60 0 0 10.6 46 0.8
20JAN TLSRA 42.0 49 1,800 27.2 33 46 38.6 49 0 1 10.7 55 13
20JAN HICK 31.6 0 1,350 0.0 10.6 80 11
20JAN CHARLES 24.9 0 1,000 0.0 10.6 115 13
20JAN LEGION 17.2 0 2,600 0.0 10.8 162 18
20JAN VENN 74 0 1,800 0.0 10.8 204 3.7
20JAN SHILOH 34 0 2,400 0.0 10.8 202 4.6
20JAN LAIRD 90.2 0 1,050 0.0 10.8 1558 26.5
20JAN GARDNER 77.8 0 2,400 0.0 10.8 1217 15.0
TR TOT. 423 14950 28.3 33 65 38.4 111 1 1
SJRTOT. 0 3450 0.0 0
2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)
RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE ~ CATCH AREA (/1000ft"2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
03FEB OLGB 50.5 3 2400 13 35 37 36.0 3 0 0 10.4 44 90.0 4.8 0.0 11
03FEB R5 48.0 185 2000 92,5 34 56 40.4 59 0 0 105 49 18
03FEB TRR 42.3 406 2200 184.5 31 55 40.3 57 0 3 10.1 66 3.7
03FEB HICK 31.6 21 1800 11.7 36 39 37.6 21 0 0 10.0 80 2.0
03FEB CHARLES 24.9 3 1250 24 37 38 37.3 3 0 0 105 118 17
03FEB LEGION 17.2 0 2000 0.0 10.8 150 26
03FEB VENN 74 0 1800 0.0 11.2 191 5.1
03FEB SHILOH 34 0 1800 0.0 11.1 195 6.6
03FEB LAIRD 90.2 0 900 0.0 10.8 1512 26.0
03FEB GARDNER 77.8 0 1650 0.0 10.8 1135 21.8
TR TOT. 618 15250 405 31 56 39.8 143 0 3
SJRTOT. 0 2550 0.0
2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)
RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE ~ CATCH AREA (/1000ft"2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
17FEB OLGB 50.5 5 2400 21 34 38 36.2 5 0 0 10.6 44 40.4 283 0.0 0.8
17FEB R5 48.0 42 2400 17.5 33 49 39.4 42 1 4 10.8 48 0.8
17FEB TRR 42.3 244 2400 101.7 33 57 41.3 53 0 4 115 60 1.2
17FEB HICK 31.6 138 1650 83.6 33 48 39.9 53 0 0 12.6 81 1.4
17FEB CHARLES 24.9 11 1400 7.9 37 45 39.5 11 0 0 13.0 120 15
17FEB LEGION 17.2 5 2400 21 36 53 43.0 5 0 0 137 156 1.9
17FEB VENN 74 0 2200 0.0 14.2 196 5.0
17FEB SHILOH 34 0 2200 0.0 143 204 55
17FEB LAIRD 90.2 0 1200 0.0 14.2 1619 27.0
17FEB GARDNER 77.8 0 2400 0.0 14.2 1230 18.8
TR TOT. 445 17050 26.1 33 57 40.2 169 1 8
SJRTOT. 0 3600 0.0
2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)
RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE ~ CATCH AREA (/1000ft"2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
02MAR OLGB 50.5 0 2400 0.0 105 43 14.0 50.0 0.0 1.0
02MAR R5 48.0 48 2400 20.0 36 70 435 48 0 0 105 47 12
02MAR TRR 42.3 53 2400 22.1 36 57 40.8 53 0 0 10.8 65 18
02MAR HICK 31.6 92 1800 51.1 35 55 40.1 55 0 0 12.1 91 3.0
02MAR CHARLES 24.9 142 1500 94.7 35 79 42.1 64 0 0 133 140 4.7
02MAR LEGION 17.2 51 2400 21.3 34 63 39.3 51 0 0 13.6 175 5.8
02MAR VENN 7.4 0 2400 0.0 14.1 202 13.0
02MAR SHILOH 34 0 2400 0.0 145 198 15.1
02MAR LAIRD 90.2 0 1650 0.0 13.2 965 67.8
02MAR GARDNER 77.8 0 2400 0.0 134 816 67.0
TR TOT. 386 17700 21.8 34 79 41.2 271 0 0
SJRTOT. 0 4050 0.0
2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)
RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE  CATCH AREA (/1000ft"2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
16MAR OLGB 50.5 48 2200 21.8 34 55 383 48 0 0 10.6 44 275 74.0 0.0 0.9
16MAR R5 48.0 97 2050 47.3 34 53 42.0 71 0 0 115 40 11
16MAR TRR 42.3 38 2400 15.8 35 80 53.8 38 0 0 11.6 46 0.9
16MAR HICK 31.6 207 1500 138.0 38 74 50.7 60 0 0 12.7 55 24
16MAR CHARLES 24.9 97 1100 88.2 37 67 48.0 62 0 0 14.1 62 29
16MAR LEGION 17.2 7 1600 4.4 41 80 51.3 7 0 0 16.2 62 80 8.0
16MAR VENN 7.4 0 2000 0.0 16.3 65 76
16MAR SHILOH 34 0 1950 0.0 16.5 66 9.3
16MAR LAIRD 90.2 0 1050 0.0 20.1 1632 42.0
16MAR GARDNER 77.8 0 1800 0.0 185 861 21.9
TR TOT. 494 14800 33.4 34 80 46.3 286 0 0 1
SJRTOT. 0 2850 0.0



2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)

RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE  CATCH AREA (/1000ft2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
23MAR OLGB 50.5 21 1650 12.7 36 48 415 21 0 0 10.6 45 21.8 52.4 0.3 1.0
23MAR R5 48.0 17 1650 10.3 35 60 41.1 17 0 0 11.0 41 0.9
23MAR TRR 423 82 2200 37.3 36 88 55.7 70 0 0 113 49 0.9
23MAR HICK 31.6 81 1200 67.5 40 74 51.2 62 0 1 12.4 51 17
23MAR CHARLES 249 78 1400 55.7 40 81 54.3 55 0 0 13.7 60 21
23MAR LEGION 17.2 40 1200 33.3 36 86 59.0 40 0 0 14.7 66 81,81,86 3.4
23MAR VENN 7.4 1 1800 0.6 40 40 40.0 1 0 0 15.2 65 6.3
23MAR SHILOH 34 0 2000 0.0 15.2 66 9.2
23MAR LAIRD 90.2 0 1200 0.0 211 1519 38.8
23MAR GARDNER 77.8 0 1800 0.0 18.1 755 20.3
TRTOT. 320 13100 24.4 35 88 52.8 266 0 1 3
SJRTOT. 0 3000 0.0
2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)
RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE  CATCH AREA (/1000ft2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
30MAR OLGB 50.5 20 1800 111 40 72 54.5 20 0 0 105 40 33.0 14.6 0.2 1.2
30MAR R5 48.0 109 1800 60.6 41 64 50.1 70 0 0 11.0 40 0.7
30MAR TRR 423 49 1800 27.2 35 73 53.0 49 0 1 113 48 0.9
30MAR HICK 31.6 32 1600 20.0 44 77 54.4 32 0 0 13.6 58 1.4
30MAR CHARLES 249 5 1400 3.6 49 73 58.6 5 0 0 15.2 81 1.9
30MAR LEGION 17.2 39 2200 17.7 40 82 62.7 39 0 0 15.4 95 7(73-82) 3.7
30MAR VENN 7.4 0 2200 0.0 15.9 115 7.1
30MAR SHILOH 34 1 2400 0.4 76 76 76.0 1 0 0 16.1 114 76 7.4
30MAR LAIRD 90.2 0 1200 0.0 185 1527 30.8
30MAR GARDNER 77.8 0 2800 0.0 175 886 19.8
TRTOT. 255 15200 16.8 35 82 54.4 216 0 1 8
SJRTOT. 0 4000 0.0
2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)
RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE  CATCH AREA (/1000ft2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
14APR OLGB 50.5 1 2000 0.5 56 56 56.0 1 0 0 10.7 40 11.0 15.1 0.2 0.9
14APR R5 48.0 6 2000 3.0 39 67 55.0 6 0 0 11.0 39 0.9
14APR TRR 423 57 1800 317 43 95 69.7 57 0 0 10.6 45 11(81-95) 15
14APR HICK 31.6 59 1200 49.2 41 81 65.1 59 0 0 12.3 50 10(72-81) 2.7
14APR CHARLES 249 1 1100 0.9 58 58 58.0 1 0 0 14.0 59 25
14APR LEGION 17.2 2 1800 11 52 62 57.0 2 0 0 15.3 64 3.4
14APR VENN 7.4 0 2400 0.0 16.3 71 8.0
14APR SHILOH 3.4 1 1800 0.6 73 73 73.0 1 0 0 16.8 78 73 8.1
14APR LAIRD 90.2 0 1950 0.0 20.6 1280 27.1
14APR GARDNER 77.8 0 2400 0.0 18.7 607 154
TRTOT. 127 14100 9.0 39 95 66.5 127 0 0 22
SJRTOT. 0 4350 0.0 0
2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)
RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE  CATCH AREA (/1000ft2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
27APR OLGB 50.5 2 1800 11 37 41 39.0 2 0 0 10.8 38 2.2 235 0.0 0.9
27APR R5 48.0 0 1800 0.0 11.2 45 0.8
27APR TRR 423 11 2400 4.6 58 77 68.2 11 0 0 11.9 49 4(70-77) 0.9
27APR HICK 31.6 74 1500 49.3 52 95 74.9 54 0 0 15.1 56 33(71-95) 14
27APR CHARLES 249 14 1500 9.3 74 98 83.4 14 0 0 175 76 14(74-98) 18
27APR LEGION 17.2 34 2200 15.5 62 98 85.6 34 0 0 185 87 33(75-98) 21
27APR VENN 7.4 0 2400 0.0 19.7 109 5.8
27APR SHILOH 3.4 0 2800 0.0 20.6 113 6.4
27APR LAIRD 90.2 0 1050 0.0 23.0 775 30.3
27APR GARDNER 77.8 0 2400 0.0 22.2 532 16.8
TRTOT. 135 16400 8.2 37 98 77.9 115 0 0 84
SJRTOT. 0 3450 0.0
2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)
RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE  CATCH AREA (/1000ft2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
11IMAY OLGB 50.5 11 1800 6.1 43 63 49.7 11 0 0 10.8 38 55 3.2 0.0 0.8
11IMAY R5 48.0 0 1800 0.0 0 111 41 11
11IMAY TRR 423 21 2200 9.5 58 96 76.6 21 0 0 11.6 42 19(65-96) 0.8
11IMAY HICK 31.6 12 1350 8.9 71 96 82.2 12 0 0 13.6 51 11(76-96) 15
11IMAY CHARLES 24.9 1 1200 0.8 88 88 88.0 1 0 0 16.7 68 88 4.2
11IMAY LEGION 17.2 3 2400 13 84 94 90.7 3 0 0 17.0 72 3(84-94) 29
11IMAY VENN 7.4 0 2400 0.0 0 18.1 92 6.8
11IMAY SHILOH 34 0 2000 0.0 0 19.1 95 8.3
11IMAY LAIRD 90.2 0 900 0.0 0 19.1 453 30.8
11IMAY GARDNER 77.8 0 1800 0.0 0 19.0 360 23.0
TRTOT. 48 15150 3.2 43 96 72.9 48 34
SJRTOT. 0 2700 0.0 0
2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SEINING STUDY (TID/MID)
RIVER DENSITY FL FL FL NO. NO. WATER ELEC. SMOLT SECTION DENSITY
DATE LOCATION MILE  CATCH AREA (/1000ft2) MIN. MAX. AVG. MEAS. SACFRY KILLED  TEMP.  COND. FL UPPER MIDDLE LOWER TURB.
25MAY OLGB 50.5 0 2000 0.0 10.9 40 4.1 0.3 0.0 0.7
25MAY R5 48.0 27 2200 12.3 58 88 69.5 27 0 0 12.4 40 20(65-88) 0.7
25MAY TRR 423 0 2400 0.0 15.6 49 11
25MAY HICK 31.6 2 1800 11 49 49 49.0 2 0 0 19.0 70 17
25MAY CHARLES 24.9 0 1650 0.0 211 119 26
25MAY LEGION 17.2 0 2400 0.0 220 138 39
25MAY VENN 7.4 0 1800 0.0 227 196 5.7
25MAY SHILOH 34 0 2400 0.0 23.0 205 5.8
25MAY LAIRD 90.2 0 1200 0.0 234 1270 26.7
25MAY GARDNER 77.8 0 2400 0.0 23.3 922 18.8
TRTOT. 29 16650 1.7 49 88 68.1 29 0 0
SJRTOT. 0 3600 0.0



Table 4. Key to other species caught and distribution

KEY TO OTHER SPECIES SAMPLED AND DISTRIBUTION
(List includes all species caught during 1986-2004 seining studies)

COMMON NATIVE SAN
FAMILY NAME SPECIES ABBREV. JOAQUIN  TUOL.
Petromyzontidae  Pacific lamprey N LP
Clupeidae threadfin shad TFS
Salmonidae Chinook salmon N CS X
Salmonidae rainbow trout N RT X
Cyprinidae carp CP X
Cyprinidae goldfish GF X
Cyprinidae golden shiner GSH X X
Cyprinidae Sacramento blackfish N SBF
Cyprinidae hitch N HCH
Cyprinidae hardhead N HH X
Cyprinidae Sacramento pikeminnow N PM X X
Cyprinidae Sacramento splittail N ST
Cyprinidae red shiner PRS X X
Cyprinidae fathead minnow FHM X
Catostomidae Sacramento sucker N SKR X X
Ictaluridae channel catfish CCF
Ictaluridae white catfish WCF
Ictaluridae brown bullhead BBH
Poeciliidae western mosquitofish GAM X X
Atherinidae inland silverside ISS X X
Percichthyidae striped bass SB X
Centrarchidae white/black crappie WCR/BCR X
Centrarchidae warmouth WM
Centrarchidae green sunfish GSF X X
Centrarchidae bluegill BG X X
Centrarchidae redear sunfish RSF X X
Centrarchidae largemouth bass LMB X X
Centrarchidae smallmouth bass SMB X X
Percidae bigscale logperch BLP X
Embiotocidae tule perch N TP X
Cottidae prickly sculpin N PSCP X
Cottidae riffle sculpin N RSCP X
TOTAL: 32 18 16

2004 species presence designated with 'X'



Table 4. 2004 OTHER SPECIES SAMPLED DURING SEINING STUDIES ON JUVENILE SALMON

OTHER SPECIES SAMPLED (ACTUAL COUNTS OR ESTIMATED ABUNDANCE)

DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF __BG LMB SMB BLP TP RSCP RSF CCF CENT

20JAN 1 OLGB 50.5

20JAN 2 R5 48.0 1

20JAN 3 TRR 423 1

20JAN 4 HICK 31.6 1

20JAN 5 CHARLES 249 10 1

20JAN 6 LEGION 17.2 2

20JAN 7 VENN 7.4 25 1 2 1

20JAN 8 SHILOH 3.4 20

20JAN 9 LAIRD 90.2 500 15 1

20JAN 10 GARDNER 77.8 5 4 7 1 2

DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF _BG LMB_SMB BLP TP RSCP RSF CCF CENT

03FEB 1 OLGB 50.5

03FEB 2 R5 48.0 1
03FEB 3 TRR 423 4 3

03FEB 4 HICK 31.6

03FEB 5 CHARLES 249 10 1

03FEB 6 LEGION 17.2 1 4

03FEB 7 VENN 7.4 20 1

O03FEB 8 SHILOH 3.4 10 1

O03FEB 9 LAIRD 90.2 500 6

O3FEB 10 GARDNER 77.8 4 1 10 1 3

DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF _BG LMB_SMB BLP TP RSCP RSF CCF CENT

17FEB 1 OLGB 50.5

17FEB 2 R5 48.0 3 2 1

17FEB 3 TRR 423 8

17FEB 4 HICK 31.6 1

17FEB 5 CHARLES 24.9 1 1

17FEB 6 LEGION 17.2

17FEB 7 VENN 7.4 10 1 4

17FEB 8 SHILOH 3.4 20

17FEB 9 LAIRD 90.2 6 3

17FEB 10 GARDNER 77.8 1 4 1 6 3 1 1

DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF _BG LMB_SMB BLP TP RSCP RSF CCF CENT

02MAR 1 OLGB 50.5

02MAR 2 R5 48.0 1 4

02MAR 3 TRR 423 5 1

02MAR 4 HICK 31.6 2

02MAR 5 CHARLES 249 1

02MAR 6 LEGION 17.2

02MAR 7 VENN 7.4 5 1 3 1
02MAR 8 SHILOH 3.4 1 4

02MAR 9 LAIRD 90.2 200 15 1 1 1

02MAR 10 GARDNER 77.8 50 4 5 2 30 6 1

DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF _BG LMB_SMB BLP TP RSCP RSF CCF CENT

16MAR 1 OLGB 50.5 1 2

16MAR 2 R5 48.0 2 3 1
16MAR 3 TRR 423 1 1

16MAR 4 HICK 31.6 2

16MAR 5 CHARLES 249 1

16MAR 6 LEGION 17.2

16MAR 7 VENN 7.4 6

16MAR 8 SHILOH 3.4 6 1 3

16MAR 9 LAIRD 90.2 500 5 2 1 1

16MAR 10 GARDNER 77.8 30 1 7 3




DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF__BG _ LMB SMB BLP TP _RSCP RSF CCF CENT
23MAR 1 OLGB 505 1

23MAR 2 R5 48.0 2 1 4 2

23MAR 3 TRR 423 1 PRSCP
23MAR 4 HICK 316 2

23MAR 5 CHARLES 24.9 1

23MAR 6  LEGION 17.2 2 3

23MAR 7 VENN 7.4 10 1

23MAR 8  SHILOH 34 10 1 2

23MAR 9 LAIRD 90.2 50 1

23MAR 10 GARDNER _77.8 30 2 6 2 6 1

DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF__BG  LMB SMB BLP TP _ RSCP RSF_CCF CENT
30MAR 1 OLGB 505 1

30MAR 2 R5 48.0 1

30MAR 3 TRR 423 2 7 5 1

30MAR 4 HICK 316

30MAR 5 CHARLES 24.9

30MAR 6  LEGION 17.2 6

30MAR 7 VENN 7.4 7 1
30MAR 8  SHILOH 34 1 2 2 1

30MAR 9 LAIRD 90.2 1 20 12 3

30MAR 10 GARDNER _77.8 10 40 15 2 1
DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF__BG _ LMB SMB BLP TP _RSCP RSF_CCF CENT
T4APR 1 OLGB 505

14APR 2 R5 48.0 2 7 12

14APR 3 TRR 423 1

14APR 4 HICK 316

14APR 5 CHARLES 24.9

14APR 6 LEGION 17.2

14APR 7 VENN 7.4 2 1

14APR 8 SHILOH 34

14APR 9 LAIRD 90.2 20 20 20 1 1

14APR 10 GARDNER 77.8 6 10 2 15 1
DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF__BG  LMB SMB BLP TP _RSCP RSF_CCF CENT
27APR 1 OLGB 505

27APR 2 R5 48.0

27APR 3 TRR 423 2

27APR 4 HICK 316 1

27APR 5 CHARLES 24.9 1

27APR 6  LEGION 17.2 yoy 2

27APR 7 VENN 7.4 4 6 1
27APR 8  SHILOH 34 30 1 1

27APR 9 LAIRD 90.2 1 50

27APR 10 GARDNER 77.8 1 50 20 6 4

DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF__BG _ LMB SMB BLP TP _RSCP RSF_CCF CENT
TIMAY 1 OLGB 505 1 2 2
1IMAY 2 R5 48.0 yoy

1IMAY 3 TRR 423 1 yoy

1IMAY 4 HICK 316 yoy 1

1IMAY 5 CHARLES 24.9 yoy

1IMAY 6  LEGION 17.2 13

1IMAY 7 VENN 7.4 6 2

1IMAY 8  SHILOH 34 1 yoy 1 2 2

1IMAY 9 LAIRD 90.2 500 1 5

11IMAY 10 GARDNER 77.8 30 40 BCR-1 4 1

DATE SITE LOCATION MILE LP TFS RT CP GF GSH SBF HH HCH PM ST PRS FHM SKR WCF GAM ISS SB WCR GSF__BG _ LMB SMB BLP TP _RSCP RSF_CCF CENT
25MAY 1 OLGB 505

25MAY 2 R5 48.0 1 12

25MAY 3 TRR 423 Yoy

25MAY 4 HICK 316 2 Yoy 20 1

25MAY 5 CHARLES 24.9

25MAY 6  LEGION 17.2 18 1

25MAY 7 VENN 7.4 20 1 8 4

25MAY 8  SHILOH 34 Yoy

25MAY 9 LAIRD 90.2 100 12 2 20 1

25MAY 10 GARDNER _77.8 1 1 50 10 25 5 1 4 2




Table 5. Tuolumne River snorkel summary, 2004.

2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY (TID/MID

NUMBER COUNTED (ESTIMATED TOTAL LENGTH OR SIZE RANGE IN MM
AVG. WATER HORIZ.
START RIVER AREA  DEPTH TIME TEMP. EC TURB. VISIB. CHINOOK | CHINOOK || RAINBOW RAINBOW SACRAMENTC SACRAMENTC RIFFLE LARGEMOUTH | SMALLMOUTH | REDEAR
DATE TIME __LOCATION MILE _SITE (Sq.Ft) (FEET) (Min) HABITAT SUBSTRATE (©) (NTU) _ (FEET) _Jcountest.| size || countiest size SUCKER PIKEMINNOW __|HARDHEAD __ SCULPIN BASS BASS SUNFISH | BLUEGILL | LAMPREY
16JUN 0950  RifleA7  50.7 1T 6250 13 320 Riflle Cobble,gravel,bedrock 125 3 06 200 a5 (45-80) (YOov)
0955 2 4400 40 310 Run cobble,gravel,sand 340 (50-90) 11 (50-80) (vov)
5 (100-110) 1 (420)
T6JUN 1130 Riffle 2 299 T 6000 12 360 Riffle Cobble,gravel,boulder  14.9 3% 08 200 16 (80-110) 15 (80-100) (Yov) (60.80)
5 (110-130)
1157 2 3000 75 210 Pool bedrock boulder,sand 2 (180,320) 30(300-500)
1 (400) 20(550-700)
1203 3 6000 30 190 Run-Pool cobble,sand boulder 26(450-750) (YOY)
T6JUN 1351  Riffleds  49.1 T 4400 15 250 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 164 %6 08 150 2 (60-70) 5 (80-130) 6(400-600) (YOY)
1 (480)
1358 2 4500 28 220 RunRiffle cobble,gravel,bedrock 55 (60-110) 15 (90-130) l48(450-700) (YOY)
T6JUN 1509  RifflesB  47.9 T 2500 15 240 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 187 8 09 150 2 (90-100) 9 (90-130) [20(450-650) (YOY)
1 (300) la(700-800)
. 2 Run
1510 3 7000 50 230 Run-Pool bedrock,cobble,sand 1 (370) 18(600-800) (YOY) (220)
44,050 233.0 Subtotal 269 68 172 2 T
1T7JUN 1026 Riffie 7 6.9 1T 3500 15 220 Rifle Cobble,gravel,sand 148 51 14 120 3 (85-90) 3 (110-140) (600,600)
1025 2 6000 35 230 Run bedrock cobble,sand 1 (110) 30(400-650) 5(700-800) (220,260,400,460)
170UN 1144 Riffle 138 455 T 5200 23 220 RunRifle cobble,gravel,sand 178 29 10 160 5 (110-125) [12(600-750) (500)
1143 2 4000 13 200 Riffle gravel cobble,sand 3 (100-120) 7(600-750) (YOY) (70) (110)
T7JUN 1400  Riffle2l  42.9 T 3900 15 280 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 200 22 14 95 7 (80-90) 5 (110-130) [8(600-800) (YOV) 22(200-275)
1357 2 4000 45 190 Run-Pool cobble,sand vegetation 15(500-750) 40(100-200) 60(200-350) |10(100-200) (100) (110)
20(360-500) 30(220-450)
|
T7JUN 1515  Riffle 23C  42.3 T 2700 22 160 RunRiffle cobble,gravelbedrock  21.2 % 14 100 T @®5) 6(600-800) (YOY) 70(200-300) 25(175-275)
12(300-375)
1514 2 350 15 180 Riffle cobble,bedrock,gravel 13(50-70) 30(120-180) (3¢ 10(120-160
32,800 168.0 Subtotal 15 23 85 273 75 1 1 1 T
0930  Rifleal 380 T 4000 20 200 RifleRun cobble,gravel,sand 200 63 19 110 [32(400-750) (YOY) |(80) 5(180-280) (320,360)|(220)
0934 2 8000 30 17.0 Run-Pool cobble,sandvegetation 15(600-800) 12(170-270) (150,160) 3(150-180)
1050  Riffle 35A  37.1 T 2500 10 190 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 208 67 17 110 7 (100-110) (400,480) 7(100-220)
1054 2 7200 25 180 Run cobble,sand vegetation 6(600-800) 12(200-250) 13(250-375) 10(175-275) (330) (270) (75) (90,120)
18JUN 1316 Riffle 41A 353 T 2000 24 170 RunRiffle cobble,gravel,sand 216 71 18 100 (200,240,320,400,420) (240,300 (110,130)
1312 2 2400 50 80 Pool gravelsand bedrock 18(50-70) 00) (120,140)
1320 3 4500 25 100 Run-Riffle cobble,gravel,sand 22(75-125) 24(375-750)|16(90-125) 20(150-270)
18JUN 1437  Rifle57 315 1 4375 18 140 Riflle cobble,gravel,sand 240 81 21 80 (575,600 (80)
1433 2 6000 20 150 Run-Riffle cobble,bedrock,sand l4(50-70) 6(120-140)
20,975 138.0 Subtotal 7 125 100 5 1 12 5 1 2
TOTALZ 291 oL 382 373 80 1 5 7 T 2 T

* Swimmers were at the site location during the survey
Young-of-the-year sucker were commonly observed along the margins at most sites.




2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY (TID/MID
[ NUMBER COUNTED (ESTIMATED TOTAL LENGTH OR SIZE RANGE IN MM)

AVG. WATER HORIZ.
START RIVER AREA  DEPTH TIME TEMP. EC TURB. VISIB. | CHINOOK | CHINOOK || RAINBOW | RAINBOW SACRAMENTC SACRAMENTC RIFFLE | LARGEMOUTH | SMALLMOUTH REDEAR WHITE
DATE TIME __LOCATION MILE _SITE (Sq.Ft) (FEET) (Min) HABITAT SUBSTRATE ©) (NTU) (FEET) )countlest.| size | c size SUCKER PIKEMINNOW HARDHEAD SCULPIN BASS BASS SUNFISH BLUEGIL
[03AUG 1045 Riffle A3/A4 516 1 6250 50 190 Pool cobbleboulder bedrock 122 41 05  30.0 [No fish observed
1) 2 2625 12 110 Riffle cobble,gravel,boulder 5 (170-275)
3 14400 50 310 PoolRun  cobble,sand bedrock (60)
1230 RifleA7  50.7 1 7200 15 300 Riffle cobble,gravel,sand 186 41 12 210 7 (60-80)
2 4500 40 280 Run cobble,gravel,sand 70 (80-110) 6 (120-200)
03AUG 1415 Rifle 1A 505 T 3000 20 150 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 142 40 05 205 [4(a25-450)
1) 2 2400 40 150 Run cobble,gravel,sand No fish observed
3 13125 50 240 Poo-Run  cobble,sandgravel 4 (300-425)
03AUG 1540 Riffle 2 299 T 8400 12 350 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 59 41 06 130 [3(450-575) (60)
2 4500 75 250 Pool bedrock boulder,sand 141(300-450) (700) (320,450)
3 7500 35 210 Run-Pool sandcobble boulder 2 (290,320) [[60(400-700) (320,330)
73,900 254 Subtotal 77 i7 110 Z T
04AUG 1100  Riffle3B  49.1 T 6000 15 260 Riflle cobble,gravel,sand 157 43 07 150 3 |(160,350,525][25(40-60)
2 10000 20 300 Run cobble,boulder bedrock 3 (75.80,85) 2 (140,150) [\(600)
04AUG 1300  Rifle 4B 48.4 T 5000 20 260 RunRiffle cobble,gravel,sand 183 43 05 130 6 (100-200) |/5(40-60) (YOY) (120)
) 2 12000 15 310 RifleRun cobble,sand algae 2 (90,350) ~ (180(400-700) (90)
04AUG 0900  Riffle 5B 47.9 T 2500 15 240 Riffle cobble,gravel,sand 154 44 07 150 1 (150-225) |50(450-700)
2 12000 40 230 Run cobble, bedrock,sand 1 (60)  [[47(40-100) (YOY)
3 13500 35 210 Run-Pool boulder bedrock.cobble 17(500-700) (425)
[04AUG 1430 Riffle 7 269 1T 3750 11 220 Riffle cobble,gravel,sand 176 44 07 130 5 (140-160) [(375)
2 12500 40 200 Run bedrock,cobble,sa nd 16(40-60) 60(400-700) (380,420,500)
77,250 223 Subtotal 3 33 262 5 T
1030  Rifle10  46.2 1 6400 80 600 Pool sand.cobble vegetaton 17.2 44 11 100 3 |(340,400,450)[(450,500,600) (320,340,360,360)| (350)
1150  Riffle 138 455 T 8750 15 250 RunRiffle cobble,sandgravel 190 44 14 150 13 (100-210) [3(200-240) 9(475-600) (190)
2 405 11 160 Rifle cobble,gravel,sand (80) 25(400-600)
1300 Rifflel 429 T 4500 12 200 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 212 48 08 120 9 (100-170) ([(90) 3(210-230) 10(500-700)|8(90-120) 7(150-240)
2 6000 45 190 Poo-Run  cobble,sand vegetation (70,120,180 8(110-140) 5(200-320) [17(90-160) 3(200-300) (180,220)
1500 Riffle 23C 423 1T 3150 25 190 Run cobble,algae,sand 222 51 12 120 [(250,260) 5(400-500) 15(80-120) 45(125-350)| 20(125-200) 15(210-350) (310)
2 3600 12 190 Riffle cobble,gravel,sand 1 (200) 17(150-180) (220,240) [13(150-180)
36,450 178.0 Subtotal 0 26 65 108 68 7 1
06AUG 0915 Riffle31  38.0 T 3600 20 200 RunRifle cobble,gravel,sand 212 81 09 120 150(400-700) 60(200-300) 3(340-400)|40(180-280) (320,340)
2 8750 35 200 Run-Pool cobble,sandvegetation 175(50-100) 22(400-700)  [300(40-90) 7(75-125) (140,140,160)
06AUG 1030 Riffle 35A 371 T 3000 08 200 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 221 84 09 120 25(100-120) (90,100)
2 9000 25 240 Run cobble,sand algae (600) (180,220,300) (110) 13(75-175) 11(75-125) (330)
[06AUG 1200  Riffle 41A 353 T 3125 22 180 RunRifle cobble,gravel,sand 228 87 10 120 [45(50-100) 5(500-700) 8(75-100) 7(280-320) ((280,300,310) (90,110) 8(75-125)
2 280 50 90 Pool cobble,gravel,bedrock 10(320-400) (450,500) [8(300-350) (200) 5(100-220)
3 6000 15 130 RunRiffle cobble,gravel,sand 14(600-700) (90) 3(70-90) (320,360)
06AUG 1400  Riffle57 315 1T 8750 15 210 Riffle cobble,gravel,sand 250 93 08 120 (80) 3(70-80) (180)
2 8400 20 200 RunRiffle cobble,sandgravel 18(500-700) (180,220,310) (280,320,330) (310) 7(110-220)
53425 1650 Subtotal 0 0 365 221 56 T 26 a5 T
TOTALE 80 76 822 538 124 3 33 76 [ [ T

(1) Additional survey locations



2004 TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY (TID/MID
[

NUMBER COUNTED (ESTIMATED TOTAL LENGTH

OR SIZE RANGE IN MM

AVG. WATER HORIZ.
START RIVER AREA  DEPTH TIME TEMP. DO EC TURB. VISIB. CHINOOK | CHINOOK || RAINBOW RAINBOW SACRAMENTC SACRAMENTC RIFFLE LARGEMOUTH | SMALLMOUTH | REDEAR
DATE TIME __LOCATION MILE _SITE (Sq.Ft) (FEET) (Min) HABITAT SUBSTRATE (©) _(mgl) (NTU) _(FEET) countlest size SUCKER PIKEMINNOW __|HARDHEAD __ SCULPIN BASS BASS SUNFISH | BLUEGILL CARP
15SEP 0936  RifleA7  50.7 1 6000 12 200 Riffle cobble,gravel,sand 124 122 41 08 210 8 (40-60)
0939 2 4400 35 Run cobble,gravel,sand 3 (100-110)
15SEP 1050  Riffle 2 299 T 10500 13 360 Riffle gravel cobble,sand 143 132 42 08 200 1 (100)
1117 2 4000 65 260 Pool bedrock bouldercobble 6 (200-380) (70,400,450,500) (420)
1120 3 8000 30 200 Run-Pool cobble,sand boulder (475)
15SEP 1317  Riffleds  49.1 T 4400 15 200 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 155 144 41 04 150 3 (60,360,400)
1317 2 7200 23 210 RunRiffle cobble,gravel,boulder 4 (80,100,110,425) (60,60,70)
15SEP 1428 RiflesB  47.9 T 3600 15 200 Riffle cobble,gravel,sand 176 114 42 05 120 7z (140,160,200,360) _[[(80) 15(400-550)
1456 2 12000 45 360 Run cobble,bedrock,sand 1 (45) l41(40-80) 9(30-70)
1425 3 7500 35 220 Run-Pool sandboulder,cobble 1 (260) (175,180,375,400) (480)
67,600 243.0 Subtotal 0 3L 64 5 T
16SEP 1028 Riffle 7 6.9 1 5000 11 200 Rifle Cobble,gravel,algae 146 118 44 09 160 2 (180,300)
1028 2 8000 30 200 Run bedrock,cobble,sand 130(350-750) 10(50-70)10(40-50) 5(260-600)
16SEP 1200  Riffle 138 455 1T 4500 12 220 RiffleRun cobble,gravel,algae 170 122 44 09 150 [12(40-70) 60(300-500) |60(30-50)
2 3000 12 140 Riffle cobble,gravel,bedrock (60) (40,50)
16SEP 1323 Riffle2l 429 T 4375 11 150 Riffle Cobble,gravel,sand 188 NA 50 10 30 7 (160-180)
3 (280,300,310)
1318 2 9000 35 200 Run-Pool cobble,sandvegetation (110,120,130)
16SEP 1439 Riffle 23C 423 T 3750 18 150 RunRifle cobble,sandalgae 196 130 52 08 30 [15(60-90) 8(150-300) |20(60-90) 55(150-300) _ |45(150-300)
1445 2 3500 12 170 Riffle cobble,bedrock,gravel 10(100-140) 27(150-300) |15(150-220)
41,125 143.0 Subtotal 0 9 236 102 60
17SEP 0926 Rifiledl  38.0 1 3150 25 170 Rifle Cobble,gravel,sand 193 105 80 13 30 29(500-650) 7(240-400)
0926 2 16000 30 200 Run-Pool cobble,sandgravel (150,280)
17SEP 1034 Riffle 35A 37.1 1T 3000 12 200 Riffle cobble,gravel,sand 200 85 84 12 120 (110,120 32(70-110) 16(120-220) [5(120-150) (100,110) (110,110,120)
1034 2 7875 20 250 Run cobble,sand gravel 15(75-125) 22(125-240)  [12(80-125) (90,140) (180)
17SEP 1257  Riffle 1A 353 T 3125 18 160 RunRiffle cobblegravel,sand 213 94 8 12 120 [20(80-120) (400) [40(80-120) 38(125-300) |40(80-200) (140,160,370) _|11(80-120) (110)
1255 2 2400 50 90 Pool gravel sand bedrock (320,400) 8(200-380) (460,520)  ((220,240) 4(90-140 3(180-210)
1305 3 5000 25 120 RunRiffle cobble,gravel,sand 30(450-650) 6(120-160) (90,100,110) 9(90-140) (340,360)
17SEP 1437  Riffles7 315 T 8750 18 180 Riflle Cobble,gravel,sand 233 120 94 11 30 13(300-500) 8(150-250) T1(150-250; 9(80-140) 23(80-140) 8(150-280) 5(90-150)
1437 2 6000 20 200 RunRiffle cobble,bedrocksand 10(70-100) 21(80-180)
55,300 157.0 Subtotal 0 0 o7 104 70 3L 85 6
TOTALZ 0 20 307 201 131 0 31 85 0 6 0

Young of the year pikeminnow and sucker were commonly observed along the banks.




Table 6. Yearly seining summary for the Tuolumne, San Joaquin, and Stanislaus Rivers, 1986-2004.

Tuolumne River Seining Study Summary (Tuolumne, San Joaquin and Stanislaus Rivers)

TUOLUMNE RIVER SAN JOAQUIN STANISLAUS
Sampling Sampling Salmon Sites Average Growth Rate| Salmon Sites Average| Salmon Sites Average Start End
Year Periods Captured Sampled Density Index (mm/day)[Captured Sampled Density[Captured Sampled Density Date Date
1986 18 5514 8 20.7 0.45 854 3 14.2 22JAN 27JUN
1987 21 14825 11 22.4 0.45 734 6 1.9 05JAN 04JUN
1988 14 6134 11 14.3 0.58 295 4 2.1 84 1 2.9 05JAN 17MAY
1989 13 10043 11 27.0 0.64 83 3 0.6 1206 1 45.4] 05JAN 12MAY
1990 14 2286 11 6.0 0.57 48 3 0.5 04JAN 11MAY
1991 8 120 11 0.5 No estimate 0 3 0 3 1 0.2| 15JAN 24MAY
1992 5 144 7 1.2 No estimate 0 3 0 54 1 3.9 27JAN 13MAY
1993 7 124 8 0.8 0.68 0 3 0 6 1 0.3| 26JAN 12MAY
1994 7 2068 5 21.6 0.65 2 2 0 25JAN 20MAY
1995 8 512 5 6.1 0.79 43 2 11 09FEB 12JUL
1996 8 785 6 7.6 0.66 7 2% 0.2 17JAN  13JUN
1997 10 379 7 2.7 0.48 11 2% 0.4 14JAN 28MAY
1998 10 1950 7 14.4 0.46 99 2 25 14JAN 21MAY
1999 10 3443 8 24.6 0.54 560 2 13.6 14JAN 19MAY
2000 10 3213 8 27.0 0.46 19 2 0.6 11JAN 17MAY
2001 11 5567 8 41.3 0.67 83 2 2.6 09JAN 30MAY
2002 10 3486 8 25.6 0.64 0 2 0 15JAN 21MAY
2003 10 5983 8 39.3 0.68 1 2 0 21JAN 28MAY
2004 11 3280 8 19.3 0.55 0 2 0 20JAN 25MAY
--- Not Sampled

*All San Joaquin River locations were not always sampled



Table 7. Summary table of locations sampled, 1986-2004

1986 TO 2004 SEINING LOCATIONS

TUOLUMNE RIVER

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Site Location River Mile
1 Old La Grange Bridge 50.5 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
2 Riffle 4B 48.4 X X X X X X X X X X
3 Riffle 5 47.9 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
4 Tuolumne River Resort 42.4 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
5 Turlock Lake State Rec. Area 42.0 X X
6 Reed Gravel 34.0 X X X X X X
7 Hickman Bridge 31.6 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
8 Charles Road 24.9 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
9 Legion Park 17.2 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
10 Riverdale Park / Venn 12.3/7.4 X X X X X X X X X X X
11 McCleskey Ranch 6.0 X X X X X X X X X
12 Shiloh Bridge 3.4 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
SAN JOAQUIN RIVER
1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Site Location River Mile
13 Laird Park 90.2 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
14 Gardner Cove 77.8 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
15 Maze Road 76.6 X X X
16 Sturgeon Bend 74.3 X X
17 Durham Ferry Park 71.3 X X X X X X X X
18 Old River 53.7 X
STANISLAUS RIVER
1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Site Location River Mile
19 Caswell State Park 8.5 X X X X X
DRY CREEK
1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Site Location River Mile
20 Beard Brook Park 0.5 X X

In 1987 additional sites on the Tuolumne, San Joaquin, Merced and Stanislaus Rivers were sampled occasionally (1987 annual report).



Table 8. Tuolumne River analysis of female spawners to fry density.

TUOLUMNE RIVER ANALYSIS OF FEMALE SPAWNERS TO FRY DENSITY (TID/MID)

LOG TRANSFORMATION

JUVENILE SEINING

TUOL.R. TOTAL PEAK AVERAGE TOTAL PEAK AVERAGE
FALL- FEMALE FRY FRY DENSITY FEMALE FRY  FRY DENSITY
RUN SPAWNERS DENSITY 15JAN-15MAR SPAWNERS DENSITY  15JAN-15MAR
1985 22600 86 158.8 59.5 4.4 2.2 18
1986 3800 87 69.3 46.2 3.6 18 17
1987 4600 88 70.2 339 37 18 15
1988 4100 89 115.1 39.7 3.6 2.1 16
1989 680 90 11.4 5.0 2.8 11 0.7
1990 28 91 13 0.5 14 0.1 -0.3
1991 28 92 6.1 29 14 0.8 0.5
1992 55 93 17 0.9 17 0.2 0.0
1993 237 94 79.5 415 24 19 16
1994 249 95 12.5 9.8 2.4 11 1.0
1995 522 96 16.1 13.0 2.7 12 11
1996 1142 97 2.8 21 31 0.4 0.3
1997 4224 98 49.3 246 3.6 17 14
1998 4527 99 78.0 39.3 3.7 19 16
1999 3535 00 78.8 48.0 35 19 17
2000 11260 01 126.3 85.6 4.1 2.1 19
2001 4970 02 92.8 415 37 2.0 16
2002 3876 03 164.3 68.8 3.6 2.2 18
2003 1768 04 38.8 27.2 3.2 16 14

LINEAR REGRESSION ON LOG VALUES
Total females to peak fry density (1986-2004)
SUMMARY OUTPUT

Regression Statistics

Multiple R 0.832668282
R Square 0.693336468
Adjusted R Square  0.675297437
Standard Error 0.38556338
Observations 19
ANOVA
df SS MS F Significance F
Regression 1 5.713765209 5.713765209 38.43535 9.7019E-06
Residual 17 2527205046  0.14865912
Total 18 8.240970255

Coefficients Standard Error t Stat

P-value Lower 95% Upper 95% Lower 95.0% Upper 95.0%

Intercept -0.54622703 0.338767249 -1.612396207
X Variable 1 0.656929802 0.10596283 6.199624928

0.125284 -1.260964446 0.16851039 -1.260964446
9.7E-06 0.43336746 0.880492143  0.43336746

0.16851039
0.880492143

LINEAR REGRESSION ON LOG VALUES
Total females to average fry density (1986-2004)
SUMMARY OUTPUT

Regression Statistics

Multiple R 0.835771078
R Square 0.698513295
Adjusted R Square  0.680778782
Standard Error 0.376800361
Observations 19
ANOVA
df SS MS F Significance F
Regression 1 5592140224 5.592140224 39.38723  8.36787E-06
Residual 17 2.413634709 0.141978512
Total 18 8.005774933

Coefficients Standard Error t Stat

P-value Lower 95% Upper 95% Lower 95.0% Upper 95.0%

Intercept -0.79953316 0.331067805 -2.415013334
X Variable 1 0.649900387 0.103554525  6.27592458

0.027284  -1.49802615 -0.10104018 -1.49802615
8.37E-06  0.431419132 0.868381641 0.431419132

-0.101040176
0.868381641




Table 9. Summary table of salmonids observed during the 1996-2004 (June/July) snorkel surveys.

TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY -- YEARLY COMPARISON OF SALMONIDS OBSERVED

TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY -- YEARLY COMPARISON OF O. mykiss OBSERVED

CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK | CHINOOK | CHINOOK | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW

1996 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 1996 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
DATES July 02-09 June 25-26 June 15-16 June 5-21 June 18-20 June 11-13_[June 18-20 _|June 16-18 June 2526 |June15-16 _ |June5-21  |June18-20  |June 11-13  |June 18-20 _|June 16-18
LOCATIONS
Riffle A7 20 0 23 211 277 429 426 390 0 2 14 14 7 5 66 12
(RM 50.7)
Riffle 1A 29 - - 47 2 - - 3
(RM 50.4)
Riffle 2 16 0 3 - 4 10 72 16 88 2 0 - 3 1 B 23
(RM 49.9)
Riffle 38, 4 0 108 34 52 83 16 59 127 31 14 8 11 5 22
(RM 49.1)
Riffle 5B, 56 0 20 35 47 17 4 4 25 0 10 19 4 3 6 11
(RM 47.9)
Sec. Total 125 0 154 327 380 539 518 469 242 4 55 50 22 20 85 68
Riffle 7 20 1 57 0 17 15 0 4 4 0 15 52 4 5 14 13
(RM 46.9)
Riffle 12 - - - 6 - - 5
(RM 45.8)
Riffle 13A-B - - - 5 6 10 9 3 - - 20 3 2 1 5
(RM 45.6)
Riffle 17A2 - - - 0 - - 14
(RM 44.4)
Riffle 21 2 - - 0 0 1 0 7 0 - 27 2 1 0 5
(RM 42.9)
Riffle 238-C - 2 1 0 1 2 8 1 - 0 9 a 0 0 1 0
(RM 42.3)
Sec. Total 22 3 58 11 24 28 17 15 4 0 24 122 9 8 16 23
Riffle 26 - - - 0 - - - 4
(RM 40.9)
Riffle 27 - - - 0 - - - 2
(RM 40.3)
Riffle 30B - - 0 - 0 - - 0 - 0
(RM 38.5)
Riffle 31 - - - 0 0 0 - - - 2 0 0
(RM 38.1)
Riffle 35A 0 - - 0 0 2 7 0 - - 0 0 0 0
(RM 37.0)
Riffle 36A 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 -
(RM 36.7)
Riffle 37 - - - 0 0 - - - 0 0
(RM 36.2)
Sec. Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 7 0 0 ) 8 ) 0 0 )
Riffle 41A - - - 0 0 0 0 0 - - - 0 0 0 0 0
(RM 35.3)
Riffle 46 - - - 0 - - - 0
(RM 34.0)
Riffle 528 - - - 0 - - - 0
(RM 32.2)
Riffle 57 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
(RM 31.5)
Sec. Total 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Grand Total 148 3 213 338 404 567 537 491 246 4 79 180 31 28 101 o1

TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY - YEARLY COMPARISON OF DENSITY INDICES TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY - YEARLY COMPARISON OF DENSITY INDICES
(SALMONIDS OBSERVED / 1000 SQ. FT.) (0. mykiss OBSERVED /1000 SQ. FT.)
CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK | CHINOOK | CHINOOK | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW

1996 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1996 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
DATES July 02-09 June 25-26 June 15-16 June 5-21 June 18-20 June 11-13 __|June 18-20 ly 02-09 June 2526 |June15-16 _ |June5-21  |June18-20  |June 11-13 _ |June 18-20 _|June 1
LOCATIONS
Riffle A7 0.00 5.44 37.02 4468 4520 40.09 36.62 0.42 331 2.46 113 050 621 113
(RM 50.7)
Riffle 1A - - 9.40 - - 0.60
(RM 50.4)
Riffle 2 0.00 0.43 - 0.38 0.60 5.96 107 0.19 0.00 - 029 0.06 0.66 153
(RM 49.9)
Riffle 38, 0.00 2455 7.08 477 9.40 156 6.63 7.05 292 073 120 0.49 247
(RM 49.1)
Riffle 5B 0.00 3.09 567 453 0.80 0.27 0.42 0.00 155 308 039 0.10 0.40 116
(RM 47.9)
Sec. Total 0.00 6.95 15.09 10.02 9.76 10.83 10.65 0.15 2.48 231 058 0.36 178 154
Riffle 7 13.33 0.21 21.92 0.00 236 2.40 0.00 0.42 2567 0.00 577 8.78 056 0.80 178 137
(RM 46.9)
Riffle 12 - - - 113 - - 0.94
(RM 45.8)
Riffle 13A - - - 294 164 150 118 033 - - 1176 0.82 0.30 013 054
(RM 45.6)
Riffle 17A2 - - - 0.00 - - 212
(RM 44.4)
Riffle 21 114 - - 0.00 0.00 0.20 0.00 0.89 0.00 - 15.00 061 0.20 0.00 0.63
(RM 42.9)
Riffle 238-C - 053 0.70 0.00 021 050 168 0.16 - 0.00 6.32 160 0.00 0.00 021 0.00
(RM 42.3)
Sec. Total 6.77 0.35 14.41 053 127 129 0.67 0.46 123 0.00 5.96 5.92 0.48 0.37 0.63 0.70
Riffle 26 - - - 0.00 - - - 2.00
(RM 40.9)
Riffle 27 - - - 0.00 - - - 067
(RM 40.3)
Riffle 30B - - 0.00 - 0.00 - - 0.00 - 0.00
(RM 38.5)
Riffle 31 - - - 0.00 0.00 0.00 - - - 1.00 0.00 0.00
(RM 38.1)
Riffle 35A 0.00 - - 0.00 0.00 0.26 072 0.00 - - 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
(RM 37.0)
Riffle 36A 0.00 0.00 0.00 - 0.00 0.00 0.00 -
(RM 36.7)
Riffle 37 - - - 0.00 0.00 - - - 0.00 0.00
(RM 36.2)
Sec. Total 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.12 0.32 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.70 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Riffle 41A - - - 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 - - - 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
(RM 35.3)
Riffle 46 - - - 0.00 - - - 0.00
(RM 34.0)
Riffle 528 - - - 0.00 - - - 0.00
(RM 32.2)
Riffle 57 125 0.00 074 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
(RM 31.5)

1.25 0.00 074 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Sec. Total

CDFG did not provide area measurements needed to calculate density indices

CDFG did not provide area measurements needed to calculate density indices




Table 10. Summary table of salmonids observed druing the 2001-2004 (September) snorkel surveys.

Late summer snorkel survey comparison

TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY -- YEARLY COMPARISON OF SALMONIDS OBSERVED

TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY -- YEARLY COMPARISON OF O. mykiss OBSERVED

CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW
2001 2002 2003 2004 2001 2002 2003 2004
DATES Sept 1820 |Sept. 24-26 __|Sept 17-19 Sept 15-17 Sept 18-20 _ |Sept. 24-26 _ |Sept. 17-19 __|Sept. 15:17
LOCATIONS
Riffle A7 21 2 2 0 3 1 16 11
|(RM 50.7)
Riffle 2 0 0 T 0 3 7 2 7
|(RM 49.9)
Riffle 38 0 0 3 0 1 1 21 7
|(RM 49.1)
Riffle 5B 0 0 7 0 2 0 10 6
g 47.9)
Sec.Total 21 2 10 0 5 6 79 31
Riffle 7 0 T 0 0 0 2 9 2
|(RM 46.9)
Riffle 138,13A 0 0 0 0 0 7 6 0
|(RM 45.5 / 45.6)
Riffle 21 0 0 T 0 3 0 6 7
|(RM 43.1)
Riffle 238-C 0 0 0 0 0 0 T 0
g 42.3)
Sec_Total 0 T T 0 3 6 22 S
Riffle 31/ 308 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
(RM 38.1/38.5)
Riffle 37 / 35A 0 0 T 0 0 0 0 0
g 36.2/37.1)
Sec.Total 0 0 T 0 0 0 0 0
Riffle 41A 0 0 T 0 0 0 0 0
(RM 35.3)
Riffle 57 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
RM 31.5)
'-(ST_C. Total 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
[Grand Total 21 3 3 0 2 2 71 20
TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY — YEARLY COMPARISON OF DENSITY INDICES TUOLUMNE RIVER SNORKEL SUMMARY - YEARLY COMPARISON OF DENSITY INDICES
(SALMONIDS OBSERVED / 1000 SQ. FT.) (0. mykiss OBSERVED / 1000 SQ. FT.)
CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK CHINOOK RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW | RAINBOW
2001 2002 2003 2004 2001 2002 2003 2004
DATES Sept 1820 |Sept. 24-26 __|Sept 17-19 Sept 18-20 _ |Sept. 24-26 _ |Sept. 17-19 _|Sept. 15-17
LOCATIONS
Riffle A7 297 014 021 042 007 168 1.06
|(RM 50.7)
Riffle 2 0 0 0.09 020 021 019 031
|(RM 49.9)
Riffle 38 0 0 033 0.08 012 233 0.60
|(RM 49.1)
Riffle 5B 0 0 032 016 0 0.80 026
g 47.9)
Sec_Total 0.45 003 024 0.19 0.09 118 0.46
Riffle 7 0 019 0.00 0 038 115 015
|(RM 46.9)
Riffle 138,13A 0 0 0.00 0 048 074 0.00
|(RM 45.5 / 45.6)
Riffle 21 0 0 017 067 0 108 052
|(RM 43.1)
Riffle 238-C 0 0 0.00 0 0 019 0
g 42.3)
Sec.Total 0.00 0.04 0.04 012 022 082 022
Riffle 31 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0
(RM_38.1)
Riffle 37 0 0 014 0 0 0.00 0
g 36.2)
Sec_Total 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Riffle 41A 0 0 013 0 0 0.00 0
(RM 35.3)
Riffle 57 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0
RM 31.5)
'-(ST_C. Total 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.00 0

[Grand Total




Table 11. Comparison of habitat designations

Tuolumne River snorkel locations

AVG. General McBain & Trush 2002 CRRF March 2004
RIVER AREA DEPTH Habitat type Mesohabitat map types O. mykiss habitat locations
LOCATION MILE SITE (Sq. Ft.) (FEET)
Riffle A7 50.7 1 4,500 15 Riffle Spawning area / riffle upper section of Box 2
(1) 2 5,000 3.0 Riffle-Run Formerly Pool Box 2
(Gravel added by DFG)
Riffle 2 49.9 1 3,700 1.3 Riffle Spawning area / riffle
2 3,000 8.0 Pool Pool / run Box 8
3 4,000 5.0 Run Pool Box 9
Riffle 3B 49.1 1 4,000 2.0 Riffle Spawning area / riffle Box 11
2 5,000 25 Run-Riffle Pool / spawning area upper section of Box 12
Riffle 5B 47.9 1 1,500 1.8 Riffle Riffle Box 16
2 6,000 45 Run Pool lower section of Box 16
3 5,000 5.0 Run-Pool Pool Box 17
41,700
Riffle 7 46.9 1 1,800 1.3 Riffle Spawning area / riffle lower section of Box 18
2 6,000 35 Run Run Box 19
Riffle 13B 455 1 4,500 2.5 Riffle-Run Spawning area / run Box 23
2 3,600 2.0 Riffle Spawning area / run Box 23
Riffle 21 42.9 1 1,800 2.2 Riffle Riffle Box 34
2 4,000 45 Run Pool
Riffle 23C 42.3 1 2,250 2.0 Riffle-Run Run / Pool Box 39
2 3,000 15 Riffle Riffle Box 40
26,950
Riffle 31 38.0 1 4,000 15 Riffle Riffle
(2) 2 3,750 3.0 Run-Pool Riffle / Pool
Riffle 35A 37.1 1 2,100 1.2 Riffle Riffle
2 5,250 3.0 Run Riffle / Pool
Riffle 41A 35.3 1 2,400 2.0 Run-Riffle
2 2,400 5.0 Pool
3 3,000 25 Run-Riffle
Riffle 57 315 1 5,000 15 Riffle
2 7,000 2.0 Run
34,900

(1) Location 2 was modified by CDFG in 2003
(2) New snorkel site (replacing Riffle 30B) due to 7/11 project
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INTRODUCTION

The Tuolumne River, California, originates in Yosemite National Park, flows through the San Joaquin
Valley and into the San Joaquin River draining a 1,900 square mile basin of the western Sierra Nevada
Mountains (Figure 1). The Lower Tuolumne River has been severely impacted by the construction of
dams, which impede fish passage, large scale historical gold dredging, in-channel gravel mining, and
water withdrawals. Declines in salmon stocks along the Pacific Coast, and particularly in the San Joaquin
Valley, California, starting in the late 1800 led to increasing efforts at conservation and protective
measures. Historically, California boasted strong pacific salmon stocks with runs of winter, spring, fall,
and late-fall chinook salmon, and the Tuolumne River at times had the largest runs of fall run salmon in
the Central Valley except for the Sacramento River (Yoshiyama, 2000; Fry, 1961). The San Joaquin
Basin runs have declined appreciably and the Tuolumne River has experienced similar declines in the
various stocks. Over fishing, habitat loss, and water quality degradation have jointly led to the decline of
chinook salmon stocks in the Tuolumne River. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) currently

lists the fall run chinook salmon as a candidate species for federal ESU listing in the central valley.

The Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA) requires the USFWS to take measures to restore
native anadromous fisheries stocks to sustainable levels. The Comprehensive Assessment and
Monitoring Program (CAMP) was implemented to evaluate success towards achieving this requirement.
The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) operate one rotary-screw trap on the Tuolumne
River for CAMP. The monitoring is also a component of the New Don Pedro FERC Settlement
Agreement (Sections 13d, e, f, and g).

Rotary-screw traps (RST) are used in many studies of salmon along the Pacific Coast (Demko et al.,
1999; Roper and Scarnecchia, 1996; Thedinga et al., 1994). RST have been operated on the Tuolumne
River near the confluence with the San Joaquin River since 1995 (Heyne and Loudermilk, 1997; 1998;
Vasques and Kundargi, 2001).

Several factors affect juvenile salmon migration rate and timing. Studies on the Columbia River indicate
that the rate of migration (Giorgi et al., 1997; NMFS, 2000) and survival (NMFS, 2000) both increase
with increasing flow. Previous studies on the Tuolumne River (Heyne and Loudermilk, 1997; 1998;
Vasques and Kundargi, 2001) present preliminary assessments of smolt migration and production using
rotary-screw traps. This paper attempts to expand the existing data by examining the 1998 juvenile

outmigrant data. The 1998 sample season used only one RST to conduct sampling. Previous and



subsequent sampling seasons have used two traps operating side by side. The objectives of this study are
to: 1) estimate the production of juvenile chinook salmon and 2) determine the timing of juvenile

Chinook salmon migration during the 1998 sampling season.

METHODS

Site Description

One rotary screw trap was operated at the Shiloh Bridge, approximately 4 river miles from the confluence
of the San Joaquin and the Tuolumne Rivers (Figure 1). No attempt was made to enhance trap efficiency
by altering the river channel. The trap was attached by cable to the Shiloh Bridge. The north bank of this
section of river is a steep bank armored by natural shrubs and trees. The south bank is a gentle sloping
sandbar with natural riparian vegetation and a walnut tree orchard. The substrate through this area is

dominated by sand. The thalweg generally runs near the north bank but varies at low flows.

Rotary Screw Traps and Operations

The rotary screw trap has an 8 ft. diameter cone, screened with 3 mm diameter perforated plate and
mounted between two pontoons. The perforated plate effectively sieves fish from the water. An internal
helical aluminum plate transfers water flow into rotational energy causing the cone to turn. As the cone
rotates, migrating fish which swim into the mouth of the cone are directed toward the back and into the
attached live box where they are held until processed. The helical design of the cone prevents fish from

escaping the live box and exiting through the entrance of the cone.

Trap checks were performed on a daily basis, four times per day, beginning on 15 March 1998. Figure 2
displays catch of non-marked and marked salmon, flow, vulnerability releases, and days sampled. The
trap sampled weekdays (cone raised on Friday and lowered again on Sunday) from 15 March — 12 April
and again from 14 June — 1 July. The trap sampled everyday from 12 April — 14 June. Trap checks were
scheduled to minimize time between each check. The last check was conducted on the morning of 1 July,
and traps removed the following week. Data collection for each trap check included: (1) fish capture
data, (2) environmental variable data, and (3) trap operation data. Fish were identified, enumerated and
fork length measured to the nearest millimeter. All fish held in the live box were removed and data
recorded. All salmon captured were separated, checked for marks, and measured to the nearest
millimeter. A smoltification index code was assigned to each measured salmon (marked and unmarked)

and recorded. The smolt index criteria assign a number from 1 to 3 for different stages of development:



parr; silvery parr; and smolt respectively. When non-marked salmon captures were large (greater than
100) approximately 100 salmon fork lengths were measured and recorded. The remaining salmon were
counted and recorded as plus counts. Non salmonid captures were identified to species and a maximum
of 20 individuals measured with extras recorded as plus counts. Air and water temperatures (°C), water
turbidity, water velocity and conductivity data were collected for each trap check. Turbidity (NTU) was
measured with a Hach portable turbidity meter. Conductivity (us cm™) was measured with a Cole-Palmer
CON 5 conductivity meter. Water velocities were taken at the mouth of each trap at a depth of 1.5 ft
using a Global Water Flow Probe flow meter. Unidentifiable fish were labeled as unknown and preserved

for later identification in the laboratory. Table 1 summarizes capture of all non-salmon catches.

Vulnerability Tests

Vulnerability tests were conducted weekly beginning on 18 March with the last test on 14 May (Table 2).
Vulnerability tests consist of releasing a known number of dye marked fish approximately 0.5 miles
upstream of the rotary-screw trap. Marked fish were held for 24 hours prior to release in live cars placed
in the river at the release site. This allowed the fish ample time to acclimate to the river conditions and
account for handling mortality. Releases were conducted close to or after sunset prior to the routine trap
check. Fish were released into the river over a 5-10 minute period, approximately one half mile upstream
from the trap site. Recaptures generally occurred the night of the test through the morning check the
following day. The test release groups were approximately 2,000 fish per test. All of the fish used in the
vulnerability tests were of Merced River Fish Facility (MRFF) origin. The test fish were marked at the
hatchery with subcutaneous dye. Marks consisted of a subcutaneous dye mark on the dorsal, anal or

upper or lower lobe of the caudal fin.

Vulnerability, also referred to as trap efficiency, is the ratio of total number of marked fish released to the
total number of recaptured marked fish during a vulnerability test. The data and prior information
(Demko et al., 1999; Vasques and Kundargi, 2001) suggest that juvenile salmon exhibit varying degrees

of vulnerability to capture by size.

Hatchery produced marked fish were used to determine trap vulnerabilities as a function of flow.
Estimated numbers of naturally produced salmon passing the trap was determined by dividing the number
of juveniles caught during one sample period (trap check to trap check) by the estimated vulnerability for

that sample period. Vulnerability (V) was determined by first creating a relationship (R) between trap



efficiency and flow (Equation 1). This was done using the trap efficiency (% recapture) and average flow

over three days at release (flow reiease), from the day before to the day after each release test.

R %recapture

Equation 1
flow

release

Daily vulnerabilities (V 4aity) Were determined by applying the relationship (R) to the daily average river
flow (Flow ayq gaity) Passing the trap on each day and dividing by the percent of day (%D) the trap fished
for that day (Equation 2).

I:I()W.’:lvg.daily * R

daily — %D

Equation 2

The percent day fished was determined by dividing trap revolutions by theoretical revolutions.
Theoretical revolutions was calculated by multiplying the average revolutions per minute for the sample
period (readings taken daily) by the minutes fished. Using the percent of day the trap sampled accounts
for days which the cone may have stopped rotating during the sample period. The number of naturally
produced salmon (Ngaily) passing the trap during each sample period was then divided by the daily
vulnerability (Vgaiy) to obtain a total daily estimate (Egaiy) Of naturally produced juvenile fish passing the

trap each day (Equation 3).

N

_ daily

Edaily - vV

Equation 3
daily

Estimates developed for weekday sampling were expanded to weekends not sampled by multiplying the
weekday estimates by 7/5. Daily estimates were then summed to obtain a total juvenile production
estimate for 2003.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Catch and Timing of Outmigration

Figure 2 shows fork length distribution for all captured Chinook salmon, and also indicates dates of

vulnerability releases and days sampled.



The total catch of unmarked juvenile chinook salmon in 1998 was 2,521 fish (Figure 3). The estimated
total catch of naturally produced juvenile chinook in 1998 was 1,615,673 (Figure 4). There were two
releases of CWT marked fish conducted on 15 April (n=51,660 and n=48,634) at Old La Grange Bridge.

Dye marked fish were of hatchery origin, but none were CWT marked fish.

Catches of juvenile salmon appear to correlate to changes in river flow. Heyne and Loudermilk (1998)
made a similar observation in previous sampling with rotary screw traps. Peaks in fry captures occur
temporally with early peaks of fry occurring in January and February. Similar studies (Vick et al., 1998;
Heyne and Loudermilk, 1999) indicate similar temporal peaks in outmigration. This data indicates that
on the Tuolumne River, fry migrate down river in January and early to mid February. Additionally, it

appears that changes in flow, particularly flow increases, may initiate this movement downstream.

The 1998 survey season started on 15 February, just after the time during which fry migration begins.
Fry migration usually occurs January and February during freshets in wetter years. River flows in 1998
reached nearly 7,000 cfs in late February and early March. Fry migration occurred through March with
over 99% of captured fry passing the trap before 30 March and declined in concurrence with dropping
flows. Flows dropped to about 3,000 cfs in mid March and increased again to over 5,500 cfs in mid
April.

Smolt migration appears to occur mid-April through early May. Fork length frequency of juvenile
chinook captured in 1998 is displayed in Figure 5, and represents fork lengths only, not the number of

chinook captured.

Vulnerability Tests

There are inherent problems conducting vulnerability tests to estimate trap efficiencies. Accuracy of
estimating trap efficiencies is dependent on conducting numerous test releases to completely and
adequately quantify how vulnerability changes over time as flows change and juvenile salmon size
increases. Personnel, financial, and other logistical constraints (e.g. hatchery fish availability, etc.) limit
the number of efficiency tests which can be effectively conducted during the sampling period. Accurate
efficiency estimates and expanded daily estimates assume the trap operated throughout 100% of the
sample period. This is rarely, if ever, the case. It is often impossible to estimate the actual amount of
time sampled, so here again estimates must be calculated. In 1998 there were eight vulnerability tests

conducted (Table 2). One release (on 6 May, n=1,954) was not used in the analysis because there were



no recaptures for the release. The first vulnerability release (18 March, n=1,954) was used to calculate
estimates of all previous sample days because there were no vulnerability tests conducted earlier. This
was done because the relationship of flow to vulnerability did not accurately represent vulnerabilities of
the traps from 15 February — 15 March when mainly fry were migrating past the trap. The relationship of

flow to vulnerability for smolt size fish is quite different from fry size fish.

Juvenile Production Estimate

Expanded catch of naturally produced juvenile Chinook salmon was 1,615,673 for 1998 (Figure 4).
Production estimates for 1998 were made using only one trap. Previous sampling was conducted using
two traps fishing side by side. In 1998 the single trap fished in nearly the same location within the
channel as did the north trap in previous years. The north trap (north side of channel and usually in the
thalweg) usually captures more fish in relation to the south trap. Using just one trap for sampling in 1998
while not as good as using two, is still sufficient to develop a reasonable estimate. Sampling did not start
early enough to encompass the entire fry migration period. An earlier start date could yield more data on
the timing of early fry migration as well as produce a more accurate estimate. Vulnerability tests
conducted January and February using fry captured in RST and marked with Bismarck brown dye could

give more accurate trap vulnerabilities for fry size fish.



Table 1. Non-salmonid fish captures in the Tuolumne River rotary screw trap in 1998.

Common Name Count
American shad 1
Bluegill sunfish 8
Black bullhead 3
Brown bullhead 1
Carp 7
Channel catfish 8
Goldfish 73
Largemouth bass 2
Mosquitofish 34
Mississippi silverside 18
Pacific lamprey 3
Prickly sculpin 4
Redear sunfish 1
Red shiner 19
Sacramento pikeminnow 46
Sacramento sucker 2
Smallmouth bass 1
Threadfin shad 46
Unknown 2
Warmouth 15
Wakasagi 19
White catfish 64
Yellow bullhead 1




Table 2. Vulnerability tests for 1998 Shiloh rotary screw trap with release humbers and number

recaptured for each test.

Release Mark Effective Mean FL Number Flow (cfs) @
Date Code’ Release (range) Recaptured [ Vulnerability Modesto?
3/18/1998 | BLUC 1956 ( 45_767) 2 0.0010 3014
4/3/1998 | BLLC 2005 (55_5;5) 2 0.0010 4998
4/8/1998 | BLAN | 1962 (626_20) 5 0.0025 5177
4/15/1998 | RDLC | 2000 (65_26) 4 0.0020 5402
4/22/1998 | RDUC | 1998 (eg-%O) 6 0.0030 3568
4/29/1998 | RDAN 1979 (72‘28) 1 0.0005 3368
5/6/1098 | RDUC | 1954 (Sf_%s) 0 0.0000 2711
5/14/1998 | RDUC | 1974 (785_31802) 1 0.0005 2731

1 BL indicates blue dye mark, RD indicates red dye mark, UC - upper caudal, LC - lower caudal and AN - anal fin.

’Flow data are from California Data Exchange Center website, and is the 3 day average flow from 1 day before to 1 day after

release date.
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INTRODUCTION

The Tuolumne River, California, originates in Yosemite National Park, flows through the San Joaquin
Valley and into the San Joaquin River draining a 1,900 square mile basin of the western Sierra Nevada
Mountains (Figure 1). The Lower Tuolumne River has been severely impacted by the construction of
dams, which impede fish passage, large scale historical gold dredging, in-channel gravel mining, and
water withdrawals. Declines in salmon stocks along the Pacific Coast, and particularly in the San Joaquin
Valley, California, starting in the late 1800 led to increasing efforts at conservation and protective
measures. Historically, California boasted strong pacific salmon stocks with runs of winter, spring, fall,
and late-fall chinook salmon, and the Tuolumne River at times had the largest runs of fall run salmon in
the Central Valley except for the Sacramento River (Fry, 1961). The San Joaquin Basin runs have
declined appreciably and the Tuolumne River has experienced similar declines in the various stocks.
Over fishing, habitat loss, and water quality degradation have jointly led to the decline of chinook salmon
stocks in the Tuolumne River. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) currently lists the fall run

chinook salmon as a candidate species for federal ESU listing in the central valley.

The Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA) requires the USFWS to take measures to restore
native anadromous fisheries stocks to sustainable levels. The Comprehensive Assessment and
Monitoring Program (CAMP) was implemented to evaluate success towards achieving this requirement.
The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) operate two rotary-screw traps on the Tuolumne
River for CAMP. One of the traps is provided by Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts (TID and
MID, respectively) as part of the juvenile salmon monitoring component to CAMP. The monitoring is

also a component of the New Don Pedro FERC Settlement Agreement (Sections 13d, e, f, and g).

Rotary-screw traps (RST) are used in many studies of salmon along the Pacific Coast (Demko et al.,
1999; Roper and Scarnecchia, 1996; Thedinga et al., 1994). RST’s have been operated on the Tuolumne
River near the confluence with the San Joaquin River since 1995 (Heyne and Loudermilk, 1997; 1998;
Vasques and Kundargi, 2001).

Several factors affect juvenile salmon migration rate and timing. Studies on the Columbia River indicate
that the rate of migration (Giorgi et al., 1997; NMFS, 2000) and survival (NMFS, 2000) both increase
with increasing flow. Previous studies on the Tuolumne River (Heyne and Loudermilk, 1997; 1998;
Vasques and Kundargi, 2001) present preliminary assessments of smolt migration and production using

rotary-screw traps. This paper attempts to expand the existing data by examining the 2002 juvenile



outmigrant data. The objectives of this study are to: 1) estimate the production of juvenile chinook
salmon and 2) determine the timing of juvenile Chinook salmon migration during the 2002 sampling

season.

METHODS

Site Description

Two rotary screw traps were operated side by side at the Grayson River Ranch, approximately 5.2 river
miles from the confluence of the San Joaquin and the Tuolumne Rivers (Figure 1). No attempt was made
to enhance trap efficiency by altering the river channel. In the summer of 2000 some riparian restoration
efforts began on the Grayson River Ranch, but there were no alterations to the channel. The traps were
located approximately one mile upstream of the Shiloh Bridge anchored by a cable crossing the river.
The north bank of this section of river is a steep riprap bank. The south bank has a gentle slope with
heavy riparian vegetation. The substrate through this area is dominated by sand. The thalweg generally

runs near the north bank but varies at low flows.

Rotary Screw Traps and Operations

The rotary screw traps have an 8 ft. diameter cone, screened with 3 mm diameter perforated plate and
mounted between two pontoons. The perforated plate effectively sieves fish from the water. An internal
helical aluminum plate transfers water flow into rotational energy causing the cone to turn. As the cone
rotates, migrating fish which swim into the mouth of the cone are directed toward the back and into the
attached live box where they are held until processed. The helical design of the cone prevents fish from

escaping the live box and exiting through the entrance of the cone.

Trap checks were performed on a daily basis, although, at the start of the 2002 season the cones were
raised so that traps did not sample on the weekends. Figure 2 displays catch of non marked and marked
salmon, flow, vulnerability releases, and days which cones were not rotating when RST crew members
arrived for trap checks. When the traps were not sampled on the weekend the cones were raised after the
Friday evening check and lowered on Sunday afternoon. From 15 January 2002 — 24 March 2002 traps
were not sampled on weekends, and were checked once per day when operating. Trap checks were
increased to 7 days per week and two checks per day from 1 April through 6 June 2002, the end of the
sample period. Trap checks were scheduled for morning and evening checks to minimize time between

each check. The last check was conducted on the morning of 6 June, and traps removed the following



week. Personnel shortages due to the states hiring freeze, prohibited any further increase in trap checks at
critical times, such as increases in flows and increases in salmonid captures. Data collection for each trap
check included: (1) fish capture data, (2) environmental variable data, and (3) trap operation data. Fish
were identified, enumerated and fork length measured to the nearest millimeter. All fish held in the live
boxes were removed and recorded for each respective trap. All salmon captured were separated, checked
for marks, and measured to the nearest millimeter. A smoltification index code as specified in the
Interagency Ecological Program Steelhead Project Work Team, Steelhead Life-stage Assessment Protocol
was assessed for every measured salmon (marked and unmarked) and recorded. The smolt index criteria
assign a number from 1 to 5 for different stages of development: yolk sac fry; fry; parr; silvery parr; and
smolt respectively. When non-marked salmon captures were large (greater than 100) approximately 100
salmon fork lengths were measured and recorded. The remaining salmon were counted and recorded as
plus counts. In 2002, captures of non marked salmon were low and there was no need to implement the
plus count protocol as has been needed in past years. Non salmonid captures were identified to species
and a maximum of 20 individuals measured with extras recorded as plus counts. Air and water
temperatures (°C), water turbidity, water velocity and conductivity data were collected for each trap
check. Turbidity (NTU) was measured with a Hach portable turbidity meter. Conductivity (us cm™) was
measured with a Cole-Palmer CON 5 conductivity meter. Water velocities were taken at the mouth of
each trap at a depth of 1.5 ft using a Global Water Flow Probe flow meter. Unidentifiable fish were
labeled as unknown and preserved for later identification in the laboratory. Table 1 summarizes capture

of all non-salmon catches.

Vulnerability Tests

Vulnerability tests were conducted weekly beginning on 20 February with the last test on 30 May (Table
2). The last vulnerability release was discarded due to a high number of mortalities from high river
temperatures. Vulnerability tests consist of releasing a known number of dye marked fish approximately
0.5 miles upstream of the rotary-screw traps. Marked fish were held for 24 hours prior to release in live
cars placed in the river at the release site. This allowed the fish ample time to acclimate to the river
conditions and account for handling mortality. Releases were conducted close to or after sunset prior to
the routine trap check. Fish were released into the river over a 5-10 minute period, approximately one
half mile upstream from the trap site. Recaptures generally occurred the night of the test through the
morning check the following day. The test release groups ranged in number from approximately 2,000 to
4,000 fish per test. All of the fish used in the vulnerability tests were of Merced River Fish Facility
(MRFF) origin. The test fish were marked at the hatchery with subcutaneous dye. Marks consisted of red



dye mark on the dorsal, anal or upper or lower lobe of the caudal fin. The first five vulnerability release
groups were dye marked only, the remaining vulnerability releases used coded wire tag (CWT) marked

fish in combination with the dye mark.

Vulnerability, also referred to as trap efficiency, is the ratio of total number of marked fish released to the
total number of recaptured marked fish during a vulnerability test. The data and prior information
(Demko et al., 1999; Vasques and Kundargi, 2001) suggest that juvenile salmon exhibit varying degrees
of vulnerability to capture by size. There was no obvious peak in fry captures, therefore vulnerability
calculations were not separated for fry and smolt size classes. Peak fry captures occur during freshets in

wetter water years, which did not occur during the drier 2002 season.

Hatchery produced marked fish were used to determine trap vulnerabilities as a function of flow.
Estimated numbers of naturally produced salmon passing the trap was determined by dividing the number
of juveniles caught during one sample period (trap check to trap check) by the estimated vulnerability for
that sample period. Vulnerability (V) was determined by first creating a relationship (R) between trap
efficiency and flow (Equation 1). This was done using the trap efficiency (% recapture) and average flow

over three days at release (flow reease), from the day before to the day after each release test.

R %recapture

Equation 1
flow

release

Daily vulnerabilities (V 4aity) Were determined by applying the relationship (R) to the daily average river
flow (Flow ayq gaity) Passing the trap on each day and dividing by the percent of day (%D) the trap fished
for that day (Equation 2).

Flow,,, ¢y * R _
iy = 2/25 4 Equation 2

The percent day fished was determined by dividing trap revolutions by theoretical revolutions.
Theoretical revolutions was calculated by multiplying the average revolutions per minute for the sample
period (readings taken daily) by the minutes fished. Using the percent of day the trap sampled accounts
for days which the cone may have stopped rotating during the sample period. The number of naturally

produced salmon (Ngaily) passing the trap during each sample period was then divided by the daily



vulnerability (Vi) to obtain a total daily estimate (Eqaily) Of naturally produced juvenile fish passing the

trap each day (Equation 3).

Egaity = Vda"y Equation 3

daily

Daily estimates were then summed to obtain a total juvenile production estimate for 2002. When
sampling only occurred five days per week, weekly catch was expanded to the entire week by simply

multiplying the weekly catch by “/s.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Catch and Timing of Outmigration

Figure 2 shows fork length distribution for all captured Chinook salmon. Marked salmon captured are
grouped together (i.e. dye marks and CWT). Other releases shown in Figure 2 include a small, (N=36)
live box evaluation release and a large CWT survivability release at Old La Grange Bridge conducted
over a two day period. Figure 2 also indicates dates of vulnerability releases and dates which cone

rotation was stopped by debris or other obstruction.

The total catch of non adipose fin clipped chinook salmon in 2002 was a meager 438 fish (Figure 3). The
total catch of naturally produced juveniles in 1999 was 19,327, in 2000 was 2,250 and in 2001 was 6,478.
A total of 1008 CWT marked salmon were recaptured from the smolt survival test releases of 75,109

(effective release number) at the Old La Grange Bridge. Daily CWT captures are presented in Figure 4.

The length frequency of non-marked and CWT marked salmon is displayed in Figure 5. This figure
represents fork lengths only, not the number of fish caught at each length. In other words, each point is a
length that was recorded for that day but may contain any number of fish at that given length. This graph
represents the fish sizes passing the traps throughout the season. This figure also shows the lack of an
obvious fry peak migration from January to March which has been seen in the past (e.g. 1999 to 2001), as
well as an increase of out migration with an increase of flow. In the 1999 and 2000 sample year’s flows
reached 2,000 cfs in late February and March. An increase to 7,000 cfs occurred mid February of 1999
and early March of 2000. The 2001 sample year saw flows over 3,500 cfs in late February and over 2,500
cfs in early March (Figure 6). Flows during the 2002 sampling season remained below 350 cfs from mid

January through the first week of April and never got above 1,220 cfs, only increasing in mid April with



the scheduled FERC spring pulse flow. Large concentrations of salmon fry (FL<65mm) were captured
during freshets which occurred in previous years, but not in 2002, probably as a result of the lack of

freshets and substantially lower flow levels.

Catches of juvenile salmon appear to correlate to changes in river flow. Heyne and Loudermilk (1998)
made a similar observation when the screw traps were located under the Shiloh Bridge approximately 1.5
miles downstream. Peaks in fry captures occur temporally with early peaks of fry occurring in January
and February. Similar studies (Vick et al., 1998; Heyne and Loudermilk, 1999) in previous years indicate
similar temporal peaks in outmigration. This data indicates that on the Tuolumne River, fry migrate down
river in January and early to mid February. Additionally, it appears that changes in flow, particularly

flow increases, may initiate this movement downstream.

Smolt migration appears to occur mid-April through early May. Smolt size class fish (FL>65mm) are
better able to avoid capture in rotary screw traps. Without the January and February high flows and
freshets, fry migration essentially did not occur in 2002. Salmon fry that might have migrated
downstream as a result of elevated flow conditions may have remained in the river and outmigrated as
smolts. Since a lower juvenile salmon smolt catch occurred in 2002 concurrent with lower flow
conditions, it is presumed that holdover fry did not migrate as smolts.  Possibly they held over in the
river as yearlings. Scale and otolith analysis from escapement surveys conducted 3 to 4 years later will

determine whether or not an elevated fraction of juvenile salmon left the river as yearlings.

Vulnerability Tests

There are inherent problems conducting vulnerability tests to estimate trap efficiencies. Accuracy of
estimating trap efficiencies is dependent on conducting numerous test releases to completely and
adequately quantify how vulnerability changes over time as flows change and juvenile salmon size
increases. Personnel, financial, and other logistical constraints (e.g. hatchery fish availability, etc.) limit
the number of efficiency tests which can be effectively conducted during the sampling period. Accurate
efficiency estimates and expanded daily estimates assume the trap operated throughout 100% of the
sample period. This is rarely, if ever, the case. It is often impossible to estimate the actual amount of
time sampled, so here again estimates must be calculated. The more estimates that are used, the less
accurate the result. To minimize trap stoppages during critical times (i.e. increases in catch and or flow)

more personnel could be used to monitor traps 24 hours per day. In 2002 there were fourteen



vulnerability tests conducted (Table 2). One release was discarded due to high mortalities during the

release and was not included in Table 2.

Juvenile Production Estimate

Expanded catch of non marked (naturally produced) juvenile Chinook salmon was 14,540 for 2002
(Figure 7). This is a marked decrease from previous years. The total estimate of juvenile Chinook
production in 1999 was 1,133,887, in 2000 was 139,024 and in 2001 was 111,644. The 1999 — 2001
sampling seasons saw much higher estimates due mostly to the large numbers of fry passing the traps in
January and February. Higher flows and freshets seen during this time flush Chinook salmon juveniles
from the spawning reach out into the delta. During normal to dry years when Tuolumne River flows are
strictly controlled, flows need to be allocated in sufficient quantities to actually aide in juvenile
outmigration and survival. Pulse flows must also be timed properly to gain the most benefit for juvenile

salmon.



Table 1. Non-salmonid fish captures in the Tuolumne River rotary screw trap in 2002.

Common Name Number Captured
American Shad 2
Bluegill sunfish 169
Black crappie 66
Channel catfish 12
Fathead minnow 1
Goldfish 3
Green sunfish 8
Golden shiner 5
Largemouth bass 474
Bigscale logperch 3
Mosquito fish 60
Inland silverside 48
Pacific lamprey 215
Prickly sculpin 3
Redear sunfish 3
Red shiner 225
Sacramento pikeminnow 23
Sacramento sucker 58
Sacramento blackfish 2
Smallmouth bass 510
Spotted bass 125
Splittail 3
Striped bass 1
Threadfin shad 43
Unknown centrarchid 30
Unknown cyprinid 10
Unknown 1
Unknown ammocoete 76
Warmouth 9
White catfish 2141
White crappie 1




Table 2. Vulnerability tests for 2002 Grayson rotary screw traps with release numbers and number

recaptured for each test. Vulnerability values represent both traps combined. *Note-last
release of 4062 on 30 May was not included due to high mortality of fish.
DS Mark’ Eflf?eefltei;/seel(\jlo. I\?f;r?gg)l_ Recalt\[l)(iij red ] Fméggz@

2/20/2002 RDLC 2094 ( 45_772) 444 0.21 280
3/6/2002 RDAN 2331 (55_887) 316 0.14 283
3/13/2002 RDUC 2042 (55—581) 324 0.16 311
3/20/2002 RDDO 2105 (5(?_%7) 242 0.11 307
3/27/2002 RDLC 2121 (576_%7) 147 0.07 307
4/3/2002 ac-RDAN 1962 (637-%9) 130 0.07 298
4/9/2002 | ac-RDUC 1995 (657_%1) 56 0.03 322
4/17/2002 | ac-RDDO 2048 (72_‘:)7) 40 0.02 788
4125/2002 | ac-RDLC 2001 (788_689) 22 0.01 1027
5/1/2002 | ac-RDAN 2033 (688_%9) 14 001 1182
5/8/2002 | ac-RDDO 2021 (82“_’?05) 31 0.2 746
5/15/2002 ac-RDUC 2047 (7 4?107) 26 0.01 645
5/22/2002 ac-RDLC 2043 (68?111 4) 10 0.004 403

Lac indicates adipose fin clip and CWT, RD indicates red dye mark
indicates dorsal, and AN indicates anal fin.

*Flow data are from California Data Exchange Center website, and is the average of the flow 1 day before and 1 day after release

date.

. UC indicates upper caudal, LC indicates lower caudal, DO
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February, and two releases for upper Tuolumne survival tests, (N=50,073 and N=25,036).
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Figure 4. Daily catch of coded wire-tagged juvenile chinook salmon used in survival studies with
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INTRODUCTION

The Tuolumne River, California, originates in Yosemite National Park, flows through the San Joaquin
Valley and into the San Joaquin River draining a 1,900 square mile basin of the western Sierra Nevada
Mountains (Figure 1). The Lower Tuolumne River has been severely impacted by the construction of
dams, which impede fish passage, large scale historical gold dredging, in-channel gravel mining, and
water withdrawals. Declines in salmon stocks along the Pacific Coast, and particularly in the San Joaquin
Valley, California, starting in the late 1800 led to increasing efforts at conservation and protective
measures. Historically, California boasted strong pacific salmon stocks with runs of winter, spring, fall,
and late-fall chinook salmon, and the Tuolumne River at times had the largest runs of fall run salmon in
the Central Valley except for the Sacramento River (Yoshiyama, 2000; Fry, 1961). The San Joaquin
Basin runs have declined appreciably and the Tuolumne River has experienced similar declines in the
various stocks. Over fishing, habitat loss, and water quality degradation have jointly led to the decline of
chinook salmon stocks in the Tuolumne River. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) currently

lists the fall run chinook salmon as a candidate species for federal ESU listing in the central valley.

The Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA) requires the USFWS to take measures to restore
native anadromous fisheries stocks to sustainable levels. The Comprehensive Assessment and
Monitoring Program (CAMP) was implemented to evaluate success towards achieving this requirement.
The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) operate two rotary-screw traps on the Tuolumne
River for CAMP. One of the traps is provided by Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts (TID and
MID, respectively) as part of the juvenile salmon monitoring component to CAMP. The monitoring is

also a component of the New Don Pedro FERC Settlement Agreement (Sections 13d, e, f, and g).

Rotary-screw traps (RST) are used in many studies of salmon along the Pacific Coast (Demko et al.,
1999; Roper and Scarnecchia, 1996; Thedinga et al., 1994). RST’s have been operated on the Tuolumne
River near the confluence with the San Joaquin River since 1995 (Heyne and Loudermilk, 1997; 1998;
Vasques and Kundargi, 2001).

Several factors affect juvenile salmon migration rate and timing. Studies on the Columbia River indicate
that the rate of migration (Giorgi et al., 1997; NMFS, 2000) and survival (NMFS, 2000) both increase
with increasing flow. Previous studies on the Tuolumne River (Heyne and Loudermilk, 1997; 1998;
Vasques and Kundargi, 2001) present preliminary assessments of smolt migration and production using

rotary-screw traps. This paper attempts to expand the existing data by examining the 2003 juvenile



outmigrant data. The objectives of this study are to: 1) estimate the production of juvenile chinook
salmon and 2) determine the timing of juvenile Chinook salmon migration during the 2003 sampling

season.

METHODS

Site Description

Two rotary screw traps were operated side by side at the Grayson River Ranch, approximately 5.2 river
miles from the confluence of the San Joaquin and the Tuolumne Rivers (Figure 1). No attempt was made
to enhance trap efficiency by altering the river channel. The traps were located approximately one mile
upstream of the Shiloh Bridge anchored by a cable crossing the river. The north bank of this section of
river is a steep riprap bank. The south bank has a gentle slope with heavy riparian vegetation. The
substrate through this area is dominated by sand. The thalweg generally runs near the north bank but

varies at low flows.

Rotary Screw Traps and Operations

The rotary screw traps have an 8 ft. diameter cone, screened with 3 mm diameter perforated plate and
mounted between two pontoons. The perforated plate effectively sieves fish from the water. An internal
helical aluminum plate transfers water flow into rotational energy causing the cone to turn. As the cone
rotates, migrating fish which swim into the mouth of the cone are directed toward the back and into the
attached live box where they are held until processed. The helical design of the cone prevents fish from

escaping the live box and exiting through the entrance of the cone.

Trap checks were performed on a daily basis beginning on 1 April 2003. Figure 2 displays catch of non-
marked and marked salmon, flow, vulnerability releases, and days which cones were not rotating when
RST crew members arrived for trap checks. Traps were checked two times per day from 12 April - 25
April 2003. Trap checks were scheduled for morning and evening checks to minimize time between each
check. The last check was conducted on the morning of 6 June, and traps removed the following week.
Personnel shortages due to the states hiring freeze, prohibited any further increase in trap checks at
critical times, such as increases in flow and debris, and increases in salmonid captures. Data collection
for each trap check included: (1) fish capture data, (2) environmental variable data, and (3) trap operation
data. Fish were identified, enumerated and fork length measured to the nearest millimeter. All fish held

in the live boxes were removed and recorded for each respective trap. All salmon captured were



separated, checked for marks, and measured to the nearest millimeter. A smoltification index code as
specified in the Interagency Ecological Program Steelhead Project Work Team, Steelhead Life-stage
Assessment Protocol was assessed for every measured salmon (marked and unmarked) and recorded. The
smolt index criteria assign a number from 1 to 5 for different stages of development: yolk sac fry; fry;
parr; silvery parr; and smolt respectively. When non-marked salmon captures were large (greater than
100) approximately 100 salmon fork lengths were measured and recorded. The remaining salmon were
counted and recorded as plus counts. In 2003, captures of non marked salmon were low and there was no
need to implement the plus count protocol as has been needed in past years. Non salmonid captures were
identified to species and a maximum of 20 individuals measured with extras recorded as plus counts. Air
and water temperatures (°C), water turbidity, water velocity and conductivity data were collected for each
trap check. Turbidity (NTU) was measured with a Hach portable turbidity meter. Conductivity (us cm™)
was measured with a Cole-Palmer CON 5 conductivity meter. Water velocities were taken at the mouth
of each trap at a depth of 1.5 ft using a Global Water Flow Probe flow meter. Unidentifiable fish were
labeled as unknown and preserved for later identification in the laboratory. Table 1 summarizes capture

of all non-salmon catches.

Vulnerability Tests

Vulnerability tests were conducted weekly beginning on 10 April with the last test on 28 May (Table 2).
Vulnerability tests consist of releasing a known number of dye marked fish approximately 0.5 miles
upstream of the rotary-screw traps. Marked fish were held for 24 hours prior to release in live cars placed
in the river at the release site. This allowed the fish ample time to acclimate to the river conditions and
account for handling mortality. Releases were conducted close to or after sunset prior to the routine trap
check. Fish were released into the river over a 5-10 minute period, approximately one half mile upstream
from the trap site. Recaptures generally occurred the night of the test through the morning check the
following day. The test release groups were approximately 2,000 fish per test. All of the fish used in the
vulnerability tests were of Merced River Fish Facility (MRFF) origin. The test fish were marked at the
hatchery with subcutaneous dye. Marks consisted of green dye mark on the dorsal, anal or upper or lower

lobe of the caudal fin.

Vulnerability, also referred to as trap efficiency, is the ratio of total number of marked fish released to the
total number of recaptured marked fish during a vulnerability test. The data and prior information
(Demko et al., 1999; Vasques and Kundargi, 2001) suggest that juvenile salmon exhibit varying degrees

of vulnerability to capture by size.



Hatchery produced marked fish were used to determine trap vulnerabilities as a function of flow.
Estimated numbers of naturally produced salmon passing the trap was determined by dividing the number
of juveniles caught during one sample period (trap check to trap check) by the estimated vulnerability for
that sample period. Vulnerability (V) was determined by first creating a relationship (R) between trap
efficiency and flow (Equation 1). This was done using the trap efficiency (% recapture) and average flow

over three days at release (flow ¢ease), from the day before to the day after each release test.

R %recapture

Equation 1
flow

release

Daily vulnerabilities (V 4aity) Were determined by applying the relationship (R) to the daily average river
flow (Flow a4 aity) Passing the trap on each day and dividing by the percent of day (%D) the trap fished
for that day (Equation 2).
vV _ I:I(')Wavg.daily *R
daily — %D

Equation 2

The percent day fished was determined by dividing trap revolutions by theoretical revolutions.
Theoretical revolutions was calculated by multiplying the average revolutions per minute for the sample
period (readings taken daily) by the minutes fished. Using the percent of day the trap sampled accounts
for days which the cone may have stopped rotating during the sample period. The number of naturally
produced salmon (Ngaily) passing the trap during each sample period was then divided by the daily
vulnerability (Vi) to obtain a total daily estimate (Eqaily) Of naturally produced juvenile fish passing the

trap each day (Equation 3).

daily

E gaity = v Equation 3

daily

Daily estimates were then summed to obtain a total juvenile production estimate for 2003.



RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Catch and Timing of Outmigration

Figure 2 shows fork length distribution for all captured Chinook salmon, and also indicates dates of

vulnerability releases and dates which cone rotation was stopped by debris or other obstruction.

The total catch of unmarked juvenile chinook salmon in 2003 was 359 fish (Figure 3). The estimated
total catch of naturally produced juvenile chinook in 2003 was 7,261 (Figure 4). There were no coded
wire tagged (CWT) fish released in the Tuolumne River in 2003. Dye marked fish were of hatchery

origin, but none were CWT marked fish.

Catches of juvenile salmon appear to correlate to changes in river flow. Heyne and Loudermilk (1998)
made a similar observation when the screw traps were located under the Shiloh Bridge approximately 1.5
miles downstream. Peaks in fry captures occur temporally with early peaks of fry occurring in January
and February. Similar studies (Vick et al., 1998; Heyne and Loudermilk, 1999) in previous years indicate
similar temporal peaks in outmigration. This data indicates that on the Tuolumne River, fry migrate down
river in January and early to mid February. Additionally, it appears that changes in flow, particularly

flow increases, may initiate this movement downstream.

The 2003 survey season started on 1 April, well after the time during which fry migration would have
occurred. Fry migration usually occurs January and February during freshets (in wetter years) which did
not occur in 2002 or 2003. River flows in 2003 remained below 325 cfs from 1 January to 11 April 2003
when flows increased to about 1200 cfs. Flows were reduced to about 700 cfs on 12 April. Flows then
ranged from 350 - 700 cfs through the end of the sample season. The 2002 and 2003 sample seasons had
nearly the same flows during the fry migration period. Parr, silver parr and smolt size fish captures were
low in 2002 and 2003 (438, 359 respectively). The escapement estimates from the previous fall surveys
were also low for each year (2002 — 7,125 adults, 2003 — 2,163 adults). These factors most likely indicate
that the fry migration was similarly low in both years. Essentially, fry migration most likely did not occur
in 2003, therefore the juvenile production estimate would essentially be the same or similar if traps were

fished throughout the entire outmigration season.

Smolt migration appears to occur mid-April through early May. Since sampling did not begin until 1
April, some smolt outmigrant may not have been sampled. For reason stated previously the number of

fish which may have been missed was most likely small. The 2002 survey season caught only 27 fish



from 15 January - 1 April (21 smolt, 6 fry). Smolt size class fish (FL>65mm) are better able to avoid
capture in rotary screw traps. Fork length frequency of juvenile chinook captured in 2003 is displayed in

Figure 5, and represents fork lengths only, not the number of chinook captured.

Vulnerability Tests

There are inherent problems conducting vulnerability tests to estimate trap efficiencies. Accuracy of
estimating trap efficiencies is dependent on conducting numerous test releases to completely and
adequately quantify how vulnerability changes over time as flows change and juvenile salmon size
increases. Personnel, financial, and other logistical constraints (e.g. hatchery fish availability, etc.) limit
the number of efficiency tests which can be effectively conducted during the sampling period. Accurate
efficiency estimates and expanded daily estimates assume the trap operated throughout 100% of the
sample period. This is rarely, if ever, the case. It is often impossible to estimate the actual amount of
time sampled, so here again estimates must be calculated. The more estimates that are used, the less
accurate the result. To minimize trap stoppages during critical times (i.e. increases in catch and or flow)
more personnel could be used to monitor traps 24 hours per day. In 2003 there were eight vulnerability
tests conducted (Table 2).

Juvenile Production Estimate

Expanded catch of naturally produced juvenile Chinook salmon was 7,261 for 2003 (Figure 4). Thisisa
marked decrease from previous years. The total estimate of juvenile Chinook production in 1999 was
1,133,887, in 2000 was 139,024, in 2001 was 111,644 and in 2002 was 14,450. The 1999 — 2001
sampling seasons saw much higher estimates due somewhat to the large numbers of fry passing the traps
in January and February. Higher flows and freshets seen during this time flush Chinook salmon juveniles
from the spawning reach out into the delta. The 2002 and 2003 seasons had low flows and no early
freshets to aide in fry migration. During normal to dry years when Tuolumne River flows are strictly
controlled, flows need to be allocated in sufficient quantities and correct timing to actually aide in
juvenile outmigration and survival. Pulse flows must also be timed properly to gain the most benefit for

juvenile salmon.



Table 1. Non-salmonid fish captures in the Tuolumne River rotary screw trap in 2003.

Common Name Number
Captured
Bluegill sunfish 169
Black bullhead 2
Common carp 1
Channel catfish 12
Green sunfish 10
Golden shiner 14
Hardhead 1
Mosquito fish 53
Inland silverside 99
Pacific lamprey 788
Prickly sculpin 1
Redear sunfish 1
Red shiner 140
Sacramento pikeminnow 3
Sacramento sucker 12
Smallmouth bass 17
Spotted bass 2
Splittail 2
Threadfin shad 13
Unknown catfish 12
Unknown centrarchid 306
Unknown cyprinid 4
Unknown 1
Unknown ammocoete 3
Warmouth 2
White catfish 1197
White crappie 1




Table 2. Vulnerability tests for 2003 Grayson rotary screw traps with release numbers and number
recaptured for each test. Vulnerability values represent both traps combined.

R%Ig?; : Mark® Effsg;t(ia\;esé\l > I\?faingZ)L Rec:p(JtLlred Vlmerelollisy FII\(;I\gd(gi()JZ@
04/10/03 | GRUC 1956 (627_21) 138 0.071 294
04/17/03 | GRLC 2047 (617_25) 65 0.032 1178
04/24/03 | GRAN 1979 (66‘_?02) 31 0.016 1022
05/01/03 | GRDO 2044 (809_’?08) 113 0.055 662
05/08/03 | GRUC 2078 (fom) 206 0.099 755
05/15/03 | GRLC 1996 (688_?55) 125 0.063 598
05/20/03 | GRAN 1989 (725_3303) 60 0.030 491
05/28/03 | GRUC 1950 (75?f08) 125 0.064 740

L GR indicates green dye mark, UC - upper caudal, LC - lower caudal, DO - dorsal and AN - anal fin.

%Flow data are from California Data Exchange Center website, and is the 3 day average flow from 1 day before to 1 day after

release date.
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Figure 2. Fork length frequency of marked and unmarked Chinook salmon (CHN), flow (CFS, Modesto gage), vulnerability releases, and days which
cones had stopped rotating at time of trap check.
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Figure 3. Daily catch of non adipose fin clipped juvenile chinook salmon with flow (cfs) at Modesto.
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Figure 4. Expanded daily catch of naturally produced chinook salmon juveniles with flow (cfs) at

Modesto guage.
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Figure 5. Fork lengths of non adipose fin clipped juvenile Chinook salmon captured in 2003.
(Number of fish caught at each length is not represented.)
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